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Executive Summary

Announcing Phase One of the Red and Purple Modernization

The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) is undertaking the largest capital improvement project in its
history: the Red and Purple Modernization (RPM) Program. This major initiative would
completely rebuild the northern portion of the Red Line from Belmont to Howard station and the
Purple Line, which extends to Linden station in Wilmette. RPM would be a massive, multi-stage
project proposed to be completed in phases, which would allow CTA to make the greatest number
of improvements while meeting the public’s expectations for timely delivery of these
improvements. Phase One of RPM is proposed to include two discrete projects within the original
9.6-mile corridor:

m  Red-Purple Bypass: Construction of a bypass for the Brown Line at Clark Junction, north of
Belmont station and

m Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization: Modernization of four Red Line stations (Lawrence,
Argyle, Berwyn and Bryn Mawr) and aging structures from Leland Avenue in the south to
north of the Hollywood Avenue viaduct.

Phase One would also include corridor signal improvement and modernization along
approximately 3.5 miles of the existing rail line from Belmont station in the south to Granville
station in the north and continued interim capital improvements to the track and rail structures
necessary to keep the track in operable condition.

For the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project, CTA is proposing to reconstruct
approximately 1.3 miles of the existing rail line from Leland Avenue on the south to north of the
Hollywood Avenue viaduct. This section includes four stations: Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and
Bryn Mawr, which would be expanded, modernized, and made accessible according to the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), addressing a current two mile stretch of stations without
ADA accessibility. The project also entails modernizing the track infrastructure within the project
limits, which is over go years old.

CTA and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) are currently conducting an Environmental
Assessment (EA) in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) for
this project. The EA explores, in coordination with the public involvement process, the impacts of
implementing the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project on the physical, human, and
natural environments along the corridor and at station locations. This document provides a
summary of the extensive public involvement conducted in April, May, and June 2014 to gather
early input from interested members of the public on the proposed improvements and to
determine areas of concern to be analyzed and documented within the EA. The public
involvement program included a public open house and a number of focused community group
meetings, including specific outreach to groups serving low income and minority populations.

1
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This document provides a synopsis of the outreach performed, the methods used to invite the
public to provide feedback, as well as a summary of the feedback received. The feedback received
during this outreach period will be used to inform the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization
Project EA and the final version of this document will serve as an appendix to the EA.

Inviting the Public

In order to hear from as many members of the community as possible at the public meeting, CTA:

m [ssued a press release and held a press conference via telephone with members of the media to
answer questions and provide information on upcoming open house meetings for the two
RPM Phase One projects

m  Provided early outreach presentations to local elected officials within the project corridor as
well as other elected representatives to inform them about the RPM Program and Phase One
improvements

m  Provided aldermen and local libraries with flyers about the open house meeting to distribute
to community members

m  Mailed postcards inviting community members to the public open house to a list of 7,162
addresses that included public agencies, business groups, churches, schools, and
community/neighborhood groups/associations within or near the project area

m  Sent two separate public open house invitation emails (e-Blasts) to 1,617 recipients

m Utilized City Year volunteers to distribute 300 open house meeting flyers to local businesses
and 3,000 postcards as takeaways for patrons at these businesses within the project corridor

m  Updated the Red and Purple Modernization Program webpage,
transitchicago.com/rpmproject, with information about the project and open house meeting

m [ssued social media updates on Facebook and Twitter

m  Posted transit alert cards providing information about the open house meeting on Red and
Purple line trains, and in buses operating out of the North Park and Forest Glen bus garages.

Public Open House Meeting

CTA hosted a public open house meeting on May 21, 2014 to share information about the
Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project, discuss potential design solutions, project costs,
and relative benefits of the proposed action. The meeting was designed to give the public an early
opportunity to share their concerns about the project with CTA representatives, as well as learn
about the preliminary impact analysis of the proposed action and ongoing environmental
planning and engineering analyses.

:
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The open house meeting was located near the project corridor (at Truman College), was
accessible by public transportation, and was ADA-accessible. In order to provide the greatest
opportunity for community participation, the public meeting was scheduled in the early evening
on a weekday. Spanish and sign language interpreters, as well as a court reporter, were available
for the duration of the open house meeting.

During the meeting, residents were encouraged to review exhibit boards displaying information
about the proposed action, talk with CTA representatives about specific elements of the project,
watch a video about the RPM and the Phase One projects, and ask questions and/or provide
comments. Meeting facilitation materials included a comment card, English and Spanish RPM
Program fact sheet, English and Spanish Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project handout
and a RPM Glossary of Technical Terms. At the May 21 open house meeting, CTA also made
available a similar 11 x 17 binder with Red-Purple Bypass materials for public review.

Community Meetings

In addition to the public open house meeting, CTA also conducted outreach to local community
groups (including minority and low-income populations, referred to herein as environmental
justice communities) within the project corridor and coordinated with the local aldermen to
provide community-focused meetings throughout April and June 2014. These focused community
meetings provided additional opportunities for understanding specific community needs and
concerns. The meeting formats were tailored to the audience and meeting type, ranging from
more formal presentations and Q&A sessions, to informal overviews of the project and active
listening sessions and tours. In addition, at the request of the alderman, CTA also delivered a
presentation to surrounding business owners on May 9, 2014 (1100 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue) and
held a smaller open house meeting on June 3, 2014 at the Broadway Armory (5917 N. Broadway
Avenue) which mirrored the format and materials provided at the public open house, with brief
opening remarks from the alderman followed by a 30 minute question and answer session with
CTA representatives.

What We Heard

During the open house meeting, attendees had the opportunity to write their comments or speak
to court reporters. They also could submit their comments after the open house meeting via email
or U.S. mail. A total of 94 community members attended the May 21, 2014 open house meeting. A
total of 19 community members submitted written comments at that meeting and three
community members submitted verbal comments to the court reporter. An additional seven
comment cards were received as part of the 48th Ward community open house held on June 3,
2014. In addition, one mailed comment card and 73 emails were received between April 17, 2014
(project announcement date) and June 4, 2014 (two weeks following the open house meeting).

Each written comment card asked community members to circle the project elements about
which they were most excited and concerned. A summary of responses to these two questions is

:
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shown in Table ES-1. This tally of comment card responses includes all written comments
received as of the date of this report.

Table ES- 1: Feedback on Specific Project Elements

Project Element Nun.lber Project Element Number
Excited Concerned
Modernized stations 15 Noise impacts 9
Wider platforms 10 Visual impacts 8
ADA accessibility 14 Property displacements 7
Capacity improvements 12 Historic resources 9
Operations and reliability 14 Construction impacts 1
Transit oriented development 9 Project funding 7
Other 6 Other 7

Based on the comments received, the main areas of concern are noted below. In general,
comments received as part of the open house, during community meetings and as part of the
environmental justice outreach expressed similar concerns. Comments received as part of the
spring 2014 public outreach will inform the development of the EA. Throughout the development
of the EA, public input will continue to inform this analysis. Where possible, comments are
categorized in the order they are to be addressed within the EA:

* Build Alternative Description and RPM Phase One Projects:

0 Capacity and Accessibility Improvements: Comments reflected excitement about
more convenient station access and ADA improvements, wider station platforms,
less crowded trains, and a desire to better access to the CTA system (including
buses). Commenters requested that CTA integrate accessibility into their designs,
consider escalators at rebuilt stations, and provide ADA-accessibility at both
primary and auxiliary entrances (at stations that could have both).

0 RPM Vision and Phase One Improvements: Some community members expressed
concern that the stations proposed for improvement are ones which have more
recently undergone station upgrades, while other stations along the north Red
Line are in serious need of rehabilitation. Commenters sought clarity on the
process used by CTA to determine what would be included as part of the Phase
One improvements. Other community members expressed interest in
understanding what projects would be included as part of future phases of the
RPM Program.

0 Embankment Structure: Comments indicated mixed feelings about preserving or
eliminating the embankment structure. Some community members noted the
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poor condition of viaducts and embankment in the project area. Commenters
expressed the need to replace the embankment structure, and other commenters
expressed excitement about the potential to utilize the area underneath the new
track structure for additional parking or other community uses. Others noted
concerns about embankment removal, noting the historic nature of the
embankment, the change it would have on the existing visual environment, or
expressed concerns about safety if the area underneath the embankment were to
be removed and the area was to remain open.

» Transportation Impacts (Street Closures and Alley Access): Comments included requests
to find appropriate detours for any neighborhood street closures, particularly during rush
hour commutes. Other commenters asked whether they would retain access to
parking/garage space after alley spanning was incorporated.

» Transportation Impacts (Construction and Station Closures): Some commenters were
concerned about living through construction zones in highly transit dependent, dense
areas and requested that consecutive stations not be closed simultaneously. Concerns
were raised about potential delays and reliability issues for trains and buses during
construction.

* Neighborhood and Community Impacts: Some commenters asked that CTA work with
Edgewater Development Corporation and Uptown United to minimize impacts to
businesses during construction. One comment noted that these improvements would
result in great economic benefits and should be managed and carefully planned to
consider the ethnically diverse business groups, particularly Asian and Pan-African
businesses within the corridor. Other comments noted that the project should not
compromise the population diversity of the neighborhoods and communities within
Uptown, which is an integral part of these neighborhoods, by pricing out affordable
housing.

* Impacts to Historic Resources: One commenter recommended maintaining the existing
embankment and station houses, particularly at Berwyn and Argyle stations, and
expressed a desire to retain the authenticity of historic stations through design elements
that are integrated with the surrounding historic districts.

* Noise and Vibration Impacts: Some commenters were concerned about alley spanning and
tracks being repositioned to the east, closer to adjacent residential buildings; comments
noted that these buildings are already exposed to noise and vibration impacts from the
existing train structure. Comments supported using modern infrastructure to mitigate
noise impacts and suggested using closed deck structure to reduce noise impacts.

» Safety and Security Impacts: Some community members noted that modernizing stations
and enhancing economic development through transit-oriented development would help

:
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deter crime and enhance quality of life. Some community members embraced the idea of
replacing the retained embankment structure with open space underneath the tracks and
adding additional parking or other community amenities to that area. At least one
community member expressed concern about opening up the area under the new track as
it could attract criminal activity.

» Public Involvement (Coordination with Other Agencies and Organizations): Several
community members noted the need for CTA to coordinate with the non-profit
Metropolitan Planning Council regarding plans in Uptown, and the need to coordinate
with the City of Chicago and Chicago Department of Transportation regarding traffic
calming measures currently being constructed along some streets within the City. In
addition, some community members noted that CTA should work with the Chicago
Department of Streets and Sanitation to ensure that alley spanning does not interfere with
trash collection.

Comments received as part of the spring 2014 public outreach will inform the development of the
EA. Throughout the development of the EA, public input will continue to inform this analysis.
Once the EA analysis is complete, CTA and FTA will issue a Notice of Availability for the EA to
provide the public an opportunity to review and comment on the findings of the environmental
analysis. Public hearings will be held at that time to present the findings of the EA and solicit
additional public comments. All comments received will be entered into the public record for this
project. Comments received will be addressed in the final NEPA decision document.

CTA and FTA will respond to and address all comments received at the public hearing and during
the public comment period prior to FTA issuing a finding on the EA. If FTA determines that the
proposed project will not significantly affect the quality of the human environment, it will issue a
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). Public involvement initiatives and CTA
communications committed to as part of the EA will continue throughout the construction of the
project.
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Section 1
Project Background

The Red Ahead program is a comprehensive initiative for maintaining, modernizing, and
expanding Chicago’s most-traveled rail line, the Red Line. As part of this program, the Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) and the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) have been conducting
technical analyses on proposed improvements to the line. The Red and Purple Modernization
(RPM) Program, a series of improvements to the North Red Line (from north of Belmont station
to Howard station) and the Purple Line (from north of Belmont station to Linden station in the
Village of Wilmette), is one component of the Red Ahead program. The goals of the RPM Program
include increasing passenger capacity and modernizing transit stations, track systems, and
structures along the North Red and Purple lines. When fully realized, the RPM Program would
encompass 9.6 miles of the Red and Purple lines through the Lakeview, Uptown, Edgewater, and
Rogers Park neighborhoods, the City of Evanston, and the Village of Wilmette.

1.1  RPM Phase One

RPM is proposed as a massive, multi-staged program to be completed in phases, allowing CTA to
make the greatest number of improvements while meeting the public’s expectations for timely
delivery of these improvements. Phase One of RPM is proposed to include two discrete projects
within the original 9.6-mile corridor:

* Red-Purple Bypass: Construction of a bypass for the Brown Line at Clark Junction, north
of Belmont station, and

= Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization: Modernization of four Red Line stations
(Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn and Bryn Mawr) and aging structures from Leland Avenue in
the south to north of the Hollywood Avenue viaduct.

Phase One would also include corridor signal improvement and modernization along
approximately 3.5 miles of the existing rail line from Belmont station in the south to Granville
station in the north and continued interim capital improvements to the track and rail structures
necessary to keep the track in operable condition. An overview of the RPM Program corridor and
Phase One improvement limits is included in Figure 1.

¥
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1.2 Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project

As one major element of the first phase of the RPM Program, CTA proposes to reconstruct
approximately 1.3 miles of the existing rail line from Leland Avenue on the south to north of the
Hollywood Avenue viaduct. This section would include four stations: Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn,
and Bryn Mawr, which would be expanded, modernized, and made accessible according to the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), addressing a current two-mile stretch of stations without
ADA accessibility. The Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project would also entail
modernizing the track infrastructure within the project limits, which is over go years old. A
project map is provided in Figure 2.

The purpose of the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project is to provide continued high
speed transit service connecting Chicago’s north side and northern suburbs to the Loop (Central
Business District) and the rest of the Chicago metropolitan area and expand capacity to meet
growing ridership demand, while reducing train travel times, and improving access to the system
for people with disabilities. The capacity expansion would have the added benefit of bringing the
aging rail infrastructure into a state of good repair, thereby improving efficiency and service
reliability. Provision of modern amenities at all stations, expansion of capacity, and speed and
reliability enhancements would address safety and accessibility concerns and extend the useful
life of the system.

CTA and the FTA are currently conducting an Environmental Assessment (EA) in accordance
with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) for this project. The EA explores, in
coordination with the public involvement process, the effects of implementing the Lawrence to
Bryn Mawr Modernization Project on the physical, human, and natural environments along the
corridor and at station locations.

An extensive public involvement program, including a series of public notifications, a public open
house held on May 21, 2014, and a number of focused community group meetings held between
April and June 2014, was undertaken to gather early input from interested members of the public
on the proposed improvements and determine areas of concern to be analyzed and documented
within the EA.
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Section 2
Public Notification Activities

In order to provide the greatest opportunity for input into the planning process, it is important to
provide notification to the public in a variety of ways. CTA and the project team utilized a variety
of outreach and notification methods to announce the RPM Phase One projects and invite
interested parties to attend and participate in spring 2014 pubic open houses and community
meetings. The following provides more detailed information on this array of public notification
activities.

2.1 Press Release

The Mayor’s Press Office and CTA Media Relations issued a press release announcing the Red and
Purple Modernization Program Phase One projects, including the proposed elements of the
Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project and scheduled public open houses and posted this
information to CTA’s website on April 17, 2014. A copy of the press release is included in
Appendix A.

CTA held a telephone press conference with members of the media to further describe the RPM
Phase One projects and answer questions regarding the.

2.2 Media

In response to the CTA announcement, a number of news articles about the RPM Phase One
projects appeared in local media. Table 1 summarizes the articles that appeared between April
and June 4, 2014 on the RPM Phase One projects collectively, as well as specific articles on the
Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project. The full articles are included in Appendix A.
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Table 1: Published News Articles April through June 4, 2014

Date | Media Outlet ‘ Article Title

04/16/2014 DNAinfo CTA to Rebuild Four Red Line Stations in
Edgewater, Uptown

04/16/2014 RedEye CTA Unveils Plans to Rebuild Red Line Stops

04/16/2014 Chicago Tribune Red Line to Get North Side Overhaul, While South
Siders Decry Wait

04/17/2014 Chicago Sun-Times CTA Plans Red Line Improvements on North,
South Sides

04/17/2014 Chicagoist CTA Officially Announces Red Line South
Extension, Red/Purple Line Renovation

04/17/2014 NBC 5 Chicago CTA Announces Plans For Red Line Extension and
Rehab

04/21/2014 The Chicago Maroon Multi-billion Boost to Red Line

04/22/2014 Progressive Railroading CTA Unveils First Phase of Modernization Project,
Red Line Extension Environmental Steps

04/22/2014 RedEye No Love for Sheridan

04/23/2014 Bid Ocean CTA Announces Next Steps in Modernizing the
Red Line

04/25/2014 ABC 7 Chicago CTA Names Properties Potentially Affected by Red
Line Modernization Plan

04/26/2014 NBC 5 Chicago CTA Lists Buildings Targeted for Demolition

05/18/2014 RedEye Construction Ahead

05/19/2014 Chicago Now Have Your Say on CTA Red Line North Projects at
Open Houses

05/19/2014 Chicago Tribune CTA Hearings this week on overhaul of Red, Purple
and Brown lines

05/21/2014 Fox News Chicago CTA to Host Public Hearings ahead of Major
Overhaul

05/22/2014 StreetsBlog Chicago CTA’s “Red Ahead” to Begin with Uptown,
Edgewater Station Expansions

06/04/2014 DNAinfo Red Line Station Reconstructions: “This Has Been a
Long Time Coming”

2.3 Elected Official Briefings

CTA contacted U.S. and State of Illinois elected representatives to inform them of the scheduled
open house meetings and provide an opportunity for a briefing about the RPM Phase One

22



Il["
C’I’ Mocernization LAWRENCE TO BRYN MAWR MODERNIZATION PROJECT
SPRING 2014 PuBLIC OUTREACH SUMMARY

projects during the week of April 17, 2014. Table 2 summarizes federal and state elected officials
who were contacted and offered an opportunity for a briefing.

Table 2: Federal and State Elected Official Contacted

Elected Official Name | Representing

Dick Durbin U.S. Senator

Mark Kirk U.S. Senator

Mike Quigley U.S. Representative
Janice Schakowsky U.S. Representative
John Cullerton [llinois Senator
Heather Steans [llinois Senator
Daniel Bliss Illinois Senator

Ann Williams Illinois Representative
Sara Feigenholtz Illinois Representative
Gregory Harris Illinois Representative
Kelly Cassidy Illinois Representative
Robyn Gabel Illinois Representative

CTA contacted local elected officials (aldermen) on April 17, 2014. CTA briefed interested
aldermen on the RPM Phase One projects and provided information about the RPM Phase One
open house meetings on April 17, 2014. Table 3 summarizes local elected officials contacted and
which Phase One project areas they represent.

Table 3: Local Elected Officials Contacted

Elected Official Name ’ Ward ‘ Phase One Project Area

Alderman Harry Osterman 48th Ward Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization
Alderman James Cappleman 46th Ward Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization
Alderman Tom Tunney 44th Ward Red-Purple Bypass

Alderman Joe Moore 49th Ward Outside Phase One Limits

Alderman Mary O’Connor 41st Ward Outside Phase One Limits

Alderman Ameya Pawar 47th Ward Outside Phase One Limits

Alderman Debra Silverstein 5oth Ward Outside Phase One Limits

CTA provided flyers with information about the RPM Phase One open house meetings to
aldermen and other elected officials offices to distribute to community members. The flyers were
also emailed to libraries surrounding the entire RPM Program project area to be distributed to
patrons. A list of libraries receiving notices is included in Table 4.
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Table 4: Library Mailing Notifications

Library | Address | City, State, Zip
Bezazian Branch Library 1226 W. Ainslie Street Chicago, IL 60640
Chicago Public Library 400 S. State Street Chicago, IL 60605
Edgewater Branch Library 1210 W. Elmdale Avenue Chicago, IL 60660
Evanston Public Library 1703 Orrington Avenue. Evanston, IL 60201
Evanston South Branch Library 949 Chicago Avenue Evanston, IL 60202
Gerber Hart Library 6500 N. Clark Street Chicago, IL 60626
Harold Washington Library 400 S. State Street Chicago, IL 60605
Lincolnwood Public Library 4000 W. Pratt Avenue Lincolnwood, IL 60712
Merlo Branch Library 644 W. Belmont Avenue Chicago, IL 60657
Northwestern University Library | 1970 Campus Drive, Suite 1388 [ Evanston, IL 60208
Rogers Park Branch 6907 N. Clark Street Chicago, IL 60626
Skokie Public Library 5215 Oakton Street Skokie, IL 60077
Skokie Public Library 5215 Oakton Street Skokie, IL 60077
Uptown Branch Library 929 W. Buena Avenue Chicago, IL 60613
Wilmette Public Library 1242 Wilmette Avenue Wilmette, IL 60091

Based on the results of the limited English proficiency analysis performed prior to the NEPA
scoping process in late 2010, the flyer and other meeting notice materials included an offer of
additional interpretation services in Russian, Chinese, and Spanish with advance notice. The flyer,
which was made available in both English and Spanish, is included in Appendix A.

2.4 Project Website

CTA updated the RPM Program website, transitchicago.com/rpmproject, on April 17, 2014 with
up-to-date project information. The webpage provided general information about the RPM Phase
One projects, details about the open house meetings, information about project funding and
timelines, and frequently asked questions. A printout of the RPM Program webpage is included in
Appendix A.

2.5 Social Media Updates

CTA shared four Twitter tweets and one Facebook post regarding the project and scheduled open
house between April 17 (date of public announcement) and May 21, 2014 (date of open house
meeting). These social media updates are included in Appendix A.

2.6 Postcards

CTA mailed postcards inviting community members to the public open houses on April, 17, 2014
to a list of 7,162 addresses that included public agencies, business groups, churches, schools, and
community/neighborhood groups/associations within or near the project area, as well as
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attendees of previous Red Ahead open house meetings and/or requested information about future
Red Line projects. The postcard provided details about the open house meeting, including the
closest transit access and contact information to request assistance at the meeting. The postcard
included an offer of additional interpretation services in Russian, Chinese, and Spanish with
advance notice. The postcard is included in Appendix A.

2.7 E-Blasts

CTA sent an invitation email (e-Blast) to approximately 1,600 email addresses on the RPM
Program contact list on April 17, 2014, which included information about the open house meeting
and links to the project website. CTA sent a second email (e-Blast) to the contact list on May 12,
2014 reminding recipients of the upcoming open house meeting. The e-Blasts included an offer of
additional interpretation services in Russian, Chinese, and Spanish with advance notice. The two
e-Blasts are included in Appendix A.

2.8 Transit Alert Cards

CTA developed a transit alert card to provide information about the open house meeting. CTA
printed the alert card on May 16, 2014 and distributed it to be posted on:

= All Red and Purple Line rail cars
= All Red and Purple Line stations between Belmont and Bryn Mawr stations

= All buses operating out of the two north side bus garages that serve many of the routes
that operate within the project limits

A copy of the transit alert card is included in Appendix A.

2.9 City Year Business Flyer Distribution

Six teams (two people per team) of City Year volunteers distributed open house meeting flyers to
local businesses within the project limits as well as takeaway postcards for business patrons
notifying them of the open house meeting date and location on Saturday, May 17, 2014, at the
direction of CTA.

The City Year volunteers distributed approximately 300 open house meeting flyers and 3,000

postcard takeaways to these local businesses to further spread the word about these meetings. A
copy of the City Year Volunteer Plan and the business handouts are provided in Appendix A.
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Section 3
Community Outreach

An active, ongoing community outreach strategy was developed for the project, to provide CTA
with the greatest amount of input into the development of the EA and to address specific
community concerns. The following sub-sections detail these community outreach efforts and
additional supporting documentation is included in Appendix B.

3.1  Community Group Meetings

CTA Government and Community Relations leveraged ongoing relationships with a number of
local community groups in the project area to conduct more focused outreach to interested
groups about the project and obtain input. These groups included environmental justice groups
within the project area. As part of the development of the EA, project technical staff conducted an
environmental justice (EJ) analysis to identify low-income and minority populations that may be
affected by the project and conducted a Limited English Proficiency (LEP) analysis to determine if
language support was needed during the public outreach process. This EJ analysis and special
outreach process will be detailed in a separate technical memorandum for the EA to satisfy full
and fair participation by all potentially affected communities (per U.S. DOT Order 5610.2).

In 2012, thirteen organizations representing the interests of key E] communities were identified
through a process of mapping project impacts and E] communities, as well as examining the
participation of E] communities to date. Following the summer 2013 outreach to community
organization leadership, CTA determined it should meet with many of those organizations, as
well as other organizations that meet the same criteria in terms of representing E] communities
along the corridor.

With the addition of RPM phasing, the project team re-analyzed the two project areas and divided
the resulting list into those groups representing or engaging E] populations in the Red-Purple
Bypass project area and those in the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization project area.
Community groups identified within the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization project area and
who were contacted in April as part of the spring 2014 public outreach included:

»  Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago (persons with disabilities)
» Salvation Army (serves low income and transit-dependent persons)

» South-East Asian Center (serves peoples from China, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and the
Philippines, as well as south Asia, West Asia, and immigrants from Eastern Europe, the
Caribbean, Africa, and Latin America)

= Edgewater Chamber of Commerce
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* North Shore Spanish Baptist Church (Spanish-speaking community)
* Asian Human Services (south east Asian community)

» Vietnamese Association of Illinois (Vietnamese community)

* Chinese Mutual Aid Society (Chinese community)

= Uptown United

=  Uptown Chicago Commission

= Edgewater Development Corporation

» Edgewater Environmental Sustainability Project

Each of these groups were contacted on numerous occasions by telephone and provided an
opportunity for a presentation on the proposed project. All community groups received a follow
up letter to ensure maximum awareness of project details and provide an ongoing point of contact
at CTA for interested community groups to request a project presentation. Formal follow up
correspondence to all community groups as part of this outreach are included in Appendix B.

At the request of interested community groups, CTA conducted meetings to share information
about the project and allow community members to ask questions and voice concerns. Meeting
formats for each of the community meetings were tailored to the group’s needs and ranged from
formal presentations, to open houses and Q&A sessions, to short briefings with Q&A sessions as
part of standing community group meetings. Discussions were tailored to the anticipated
community impacts, as well as known geographic, social, cultural, and linguistic issues and
unique opportunities faced by the community. The community group meetings held as part of the
spring 2014 outreach effort are summarized in Table 5.
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Table 5: Spring 2014 Community Group Meetings

Group Name ‘ Meeting Date ‘ Location
Uptown United April 29, 2014 | 4753 N. Broadway Street, Suite 822
Asian Human Services May 5, 2014 4753 N. Broadway Street, Suite 600

48th Ward Business Owners Breakfast May 9, 2014 | 1100 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue

Meeting
Edgewater Chamber of Commerce May 9, 2014 | 1210 W. Rosedale Avenue
Edgewater Development Corporation May 14, 2014 | 6107 N. Broadway Avenue

Edgewater Environmental

Sustainability Project May 14, 2014 5533 N. Broadway Avenue

48th Ward Open House June 3, 2014 | 5917 N. Broadway Avenue

South-East Asia Center Golden Diners

Club June 12, 2014 5120 N. Broadway Avenue

The South- East Asia Center Golden Diners Club serves a community of elderly people of Chinese
and Vietnamese descent. For this meeting, materials were provided in Mandarin, Cantonese, and
Vietnamese, and interpreters translated all spoken information.

Appendix B contains further information on each of these meetings. In total, 26 community
members attended the 48th Ward Open House and an open house sign-in sheet is provided in
Appendix C. Seven written comment cards were submitted at this community open house
meeting. Copies of these comments cards may be found in Appendix G, and a summary of
comments received as part of the spring 2014 outreach program is included in Section 5 of this
report.

3.2 Potential Displacements Outreach

CTA undertook an extensive outreach process to property owners and lessees potentially
impacted by the displacements required as part of the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization
Project. CTA sent letters via regular U.S. mail and certified mail to all potentially displaced
properties within the project corridor on April 16, 2014. Copies of these letters are included in
Appendix B.

In addition, CTA’s Uniform Act public outreach specialists went door to door to hand deliver
these letters on April 17, 2014 and provide an explanation of the RPM Phase One projects,
potential displacements, and provisions under the federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act) that would apply to any properties
acquired for the RPM Phase One projects. Uniform Act public outreach specialists provided
property owners and lessees with a single point of contact to answer specific questions regarding
relocation rights, requirements, and processes and anticipated timelines. This outreach will
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continue through project development as a one-stop resource for potentially displaced residents
and/or businesses.
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Section 4
Public Open House Meeting

CTA conducted an open house meeting to inform the public about the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr
Modernization Project and elements of the RPM Program, and to provide the public with an
opportunity to ask questions about the project in an open conversational setting. The following
were the details of the meeting:

Time: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Date: Wednesday, May 21, 2014
Location: Truman Community College - Wilson Lobby

1145 W. Wilson Ave.
Chicago, IL 60640

The meeting was hosted in an ADA-accessible location close to the project site and accessible by
public transportation (Wilson Red Line station and CTA Bus #78 Montrose and #38 Broadway).
For the convenience of all attendees, rail station directions and bus lines to and from the meeting
sites were publicized on the open house flyer, postcard notices, e-Blasts, and on the project
website. In order to provide the greatest opportunity for community participation, the open
house was scheduled in the early evening on a weekday. Spanish translators, sign language
interpreters, and a court reporter were made available during the open house meeting.

A total of 94 people signed in at the May 21, 2014 open house; there may have been additional
attendees who did not sign in upon arrival. A copy of the sign-in sheet is included in Appendix C.

During the open house meeting, project team members explained the information presented on
exhibit boards and answered project-related questions. Attendees with specific questions about
potential property displacements could discuss these issues with project team members at a
specific conversation station. Attendees also had an opportunity to view a video about the Phase
One projects during the meeting. The open house provided attendees with an early opportunity
to review the proposed project and provide input on project costs, designs, and environmental
considerations.

Photos from the meeting are included in Appendix D.

4.1 Meeting Materials

Project team members offered meeting attendees comment cards, an RPM Program fact sheet
(available in both English and Spanish), a brochure with information about the Lawrence to Bryn
Mawr Modernization Project (available in both English and Spanish), and a glossary of terms to
be consulted as they visited the project exhibit boards. Based on the LEP analysis conducted
(referenced in Section 3.1), materials for all meetings were made available in Spanish and a
Spanish language interpreter was available at the open house meeting; while the LEP analysis
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findings did not rise to the level of need to provide outreach materials in additional languages, all
meeting notification materials included an offer of additional interpretation services in Russian,
Chinese, and Spanish with advance notice (no requests were received).

The comment cards allowed attendees to submit written comments during or after the open
house meeting. Two specific questions were posed on the comment card:

m  About which element of this project are you most excited?
m  About which element of this project are you most concerned?

Commenters had the opportunity to circle as many elements of excitement or concern as
applicable to their comments. Additional blank space was provided on the front and back of each
card for written comments. The comment card, English and Spanish RPM Program fact sheet,
English and Spanish Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project handout, and glossary are
included in Appendix E. At the May 21 open house meeting, CTA also made available an 11 x 17
binder with similar project materials for the Red-Purple Bypass Project for public review.

4.2 RPM Phase One Video

CTA created a video to provide an overview of the Red and Purple Modernization Program Phase
One improvements. The video provided a medium for attendees to better visualize the Phase One
projects and proposed improvements.

The video played continuously during the open house in English with Spanish sub-titles. CTA
provided a handout card with a Quick Response (QR) code to attendees to directly access the
video from their smart phone. A copy of the video handout card is included in Appendix F.

4.3 Exhibit Boards

CTA developed project exhibit boards were for use during the open house meeting. The boards
included:

m  Welcome

m  Red Ahead Program

m  RPM Corridor Vision Goals

s RPM Phase One

m  Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project Challenges and Proposed Solutions
m  Red-Purple Bypass Project Challenges and Proposed Solutions

m  Environmental Assessments (EA)
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m  Noise Reduction Strategies and Visual Impacts

m  Construction Impacts

m  Property Displacements

m  Opportunities for Transit Oriented Development

m  Economic Development and The Brown Line Capacity Expansion Project
m  Historic Resource

m  Project Funding for Core Capacity Expansion Projects like RPM

m  Next Steps

m  Stay Involved

The exhibit boards illustrated the proposed station and track improvements, potential property
displacements and the environmental analyses, potential impacts and benefits, as well as
potential mitigation options. CTA and consultant staff members, including professional planners
and engineers, provided attendees with specific information related to these topics and answered
questions at each exhibit board station. Copies of the exhibit boards are in Appendix F.

The conversation station dedicated to potential property displacements resulting from the project
included large-scale maps of the project area showing potential property displacements,
addresses, and photos to facilitate discussion. CTA also made available FTA’s “General Acquisition
& Relocation Information” brochures at the station and Uniform Relocation Act experts provided
answers to specific displacement-related questions. Displacements discussion materials available
at the open house are in Appendix E. The property displacement maps and address listings were

also made available on the project website.

4.4 Comments Received

Attendees could comment in writing during the open houses or submit their comments after the
open houses via email or mail. Email comments could be sent to a project-specific email address
(RPM@transitchicago.com) found on the comment cards, project website and on all notification
materials. At the May 21, 2014, open house meeting, 19 people filled out and submitted comment
cards and 3 people provided verbal comments to the court reporter. In addition, 1 mailed
comment card was received regarding the proposed project and 73 emails were received to the
RPM project email address between April 17, 2014 and June 4, 2014. Of the 73 emails received, 11
were specifically related to the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project. All comment cards
and verbal comments submitted at the open house meeting, emailed comments from April 17
through June 4, 2014, and additional written comments submitted after the meeting are included
in Appendix G.
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Additional information summarizing the comments received as part of the public open houses
and additional community outreach are discussed in Section 5 of this report.
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Section 5
Summary of Comments and Ongoing Public Outreach

The spring 2014 outreach provided CTA with valuable public input to inform the environmental
analysis on the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project. The following section summarizes
the main public comments received to date and provides information on next steps and ongoing
public outreach planned through the environmental analysis planning process. All written
comments received through the date of this report as well as transcribed open house meeting
comments are included in Appendix G.

5.1 Summary of Comments

Each written comment card asked community members to circle the project elements about
which they were most excited and concerned. A summary of responses to these two questions is
shown in Table 6. This tally of comment card responses includes all written comments received
as of the date of this report.

Table 6: Feedback on Specific Project Elements

Project Element Nun.lber Project Element Number
Excited Concerned
Modernized stations 15 Noise impacts 9
Wider platforms 10 Visual impacts 8
ADA accessibility 14 Property displacements 7
Capacity improvements 12 Historic resources 9
Operations and reliability 14 Construction impacts 1
Transit oriented development 9 Project funding 7
Other 6 Other 7

Based on the review of written and verbal comments received during the public open house and
community group meetings, main areas of interest for community members are detailed in the
bullets below. In general, comments received as part of the open house, during community
meetings and as part of the environmental justice outreach expressed similar concerns. Where
possible, comments have been categorized in the order they are to be addressed within the EA:

= Build Alternative and RPM Phase One:

0 Capacity and Accessibility Improvements: Comments reflected excitement about
more convenient station access and ADA improvements, wider station platforms,
less crowded trains, and a desire to better access to the CTA system (including
buses). Commenters requested that CTA integrate accessibility into their designs,
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consider escalators at rebuilt stations, and provide ADA-accessibility at both
primary and auxiliary entrances (at stations that could have both).

0 RPM Vision and Phase One Improvements: Some community members expressed
concern that the stations proposed for improvement are ones which have more
recently undergone station upgrades, while other stations along the north Red
Line are in serious need of rehabilitation. Commenters sought clarity on the
process used by CTA to determine what would be included as part of the Phase
One improvements. Other community members expressed interest in
understanding what projects would be included as part of future phases of the
RPM Program.

0 Embankment Structure: Comments indicated mixed feelings about preserving or
eliminating the embankment structure. Some community members noted the
poor condition of viaducts and embankment in the project area. Commenters
expressed the need to replace the embankment structure, and other commenters
expressed excitement about the potential to utilize the area underneath the new
track structure for additional parking or other community uses. Others noted
concerns about embankment removal, noting the historic nature of the
embankment, the change it would have on the existing visual environment, or
expressed concerns about safety if the area underneath the embankment were to
be removed and the area was to remain open.

» Transportation Impacts (Street Closures and Alley Access): Comments included requests
to find appropriate detours for any neighborhood street closures, particularly during rush
hour commutes. Other commenters asked whether they would retain access to
parking/garage space after alley spanning was incorporated.

» Transportation Impacts (Construction and Station Closures): Some commenters were
concerned about living through construction zones in highly transit dependent, dense
areas and requested that consecutive stations not be closed simultaneously. Concerns
were raised about potential delays and reliability issues for trains and buses during
construction.

* Neighborhoods and Community Impacts: Some commenters asked that CTA work with
Edgewater Development Corporation and Uptown United to minimize impacts to
businesses during construction. One comment noted that these improvements would
result in great economic benefits and should be managed and carefully planned to
consider the ethnically diverse business groups, particularly Asian and Pan-African
businesses within the corridor. Other comments noted that the project should not
compromise the population diversity of neighborhoods and communities within Uptown,
which is an integral part of these neighborhoods, by pricing out affordable housing.
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» Impacts to Historic Resources: One commenter recommended maintaining the existing
embankment and station houses, particularly at Berwyn and Argyle stations, and
expressed a desire to retain the authenticity of historic stations through design elements
that are integrated with the surrounding historic districts.

* Noise and Vibration Impacts: Some commenters were concerned about alley spanning and
tracks being repositioned to the east, closer to adjacent residential buildings; comments
noted that these buildings are already exposed to noise and vibration impacts from the
existing train structure. Comments supported using modern infrastructure to mitigate
noise impacts and suggested using closed deck structure to reduce noise impacts.

= Safety and Security Impacts: Some community members noted that modernizing stations
and enhancing economic development through transit-oriented development would help
deter crime and enhance quality of life. Some community members embraced the idea of
replacing the retained embankment structure with open space underneath the tracks and
adding additional parking or other community amenities to that area. At least one
community member expressed concern about opening up the area under the new track as
it could attract criminal activity.

* Public Involvement (Need for Additional Coordination with Other Agencies and
Organizations): Several community members noted the need for CTA to coordinate with
the non-profit Metropolitan Planning Council regarding plans in Uptown, and the need to
coordinate with the City of Chicago and Chicago Department of Transportation regarding
traffic calming measures currently being constructed along some streets within the City.
In addition, some community members noted that CTA should work with the Chicago
Department of Streets and Sanitation to ensure that alley spanning does not interfere with
trash collection.

5.2 Ongoing Public Outreach

Public outreach will continue throughout this year and into next. Public comments can be made
throughout the project development process. CTA Government and Community Relations staff
will continue to work with community groups, as needed, to provide information on the project
and address concerns. Coordination with elected officials will continue throughout project
development to address specific community and business concerns.

During fall 2014, CTA and FTA will be conducting technical and environmental analyses for the
proposed project. The Draft EA is expected to be published in spring 2015. Once complete, CTA
and FTA will issue a Notice of Availability for the EA to provide the public an opportunity to
review and comment on the findings of the environmental analysis. The EA will be made available
electronically through the project website and via hardcopy at CTA and FTA headquarters, as well
as at libraries throughout the RPM project corridor. A public comment period of at least 30-days
will be held to obtain additional comments from the public. All comments received will be
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entered into the public record for this project. Comments received during this spring 2015
comment period will be addressed in the EA.

A public hearing will be held during the formal public comment period to present the findings of
the EA and solicit public comments. Locations for the public hearings will be ADA-compliant and
accessible by public transit.

CTA and FTA will respond to and address all comments received at the public hearing and during
the public comment period prior to FTA issuing a finding on the EA. Public involvement
initiatives and CTA communications committed to as part of the EA will continue throughout the
construction of the project.
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El Mayor Emanuel, CTA Announce Next

Steps in Modernizing the Red Line,
CTA’s busiest rail line

4/17/2014

CTA Unveils First Phase of its Red and Purple Modernization
Program That Will Ultimately Rebuild the Northern Section of
the Red Line and the Parallel Purple Line

Red Line Extension Plan to Extend the Red Line South of 95th
Street to 130th Street Moves Forward with its Environmental
Process

Mayor Rahm Emanuel and CTA President Forrest Claypool today announced
the first phase of its Red and Purple Modernization (RPM) program, which will
completely rebuild the northern section of the Red Line and the parallel
Purple Line, and beginning of the next step in a federal process to secure
funding for the Red Line Extension plan, which would extend the Red Line
south from 95th Street to 130th Street.

These are the latest steps in the ongoing modernization of the CTA under
Mayor Emanuel.

“As a world-class city, Chicago has a world-class transit service to connect
residents to jobs, education, culture and above all opportunity,” said Mayor
Emanuel. “CTA is investing in modernizing the Red Line as part of our
strategy to create a seamless, safe, and reliable transportation system for
every neighborhood.”

The CTA's Red Line, which runs 24/7 along 23 miles of tracks, is Chicago’s
busiest rail line with about 75 million annual rides.

The Red and Purple Modernization program and the Red Line Extension
project are the latest in a series of Red Line projects to modernize and extend
the backbone of the CTA's rail system that have been undertaken since 2011.

With a significant portion of the Red Line built more than a century ago, the
improvements would address the current need to expand capacity by building
new infrastructure to accommodate growing ridership. Additional Red Line
modernization projects under Mayor Emanuel include:

e Successful $425 million replacement of the Red Line South railroad in
2013, as well as station rehabilitations.

6/2/2014 5:40 PM

http://www.transitchicago.com/news/default.aspx?Articleld=3288
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e $86 million renewal and rehabilitation of seven far north side stations in
2012.

e $240 million new 95th Street Terminal, work beginning in late summer.

e $203 million Wilson station reconstruction and track and signal
replacement, major construction to begin this fall.

“These projects are the next steps in our overall vision to rebuild, modernize
and expand the entire Red Line,” said P President Claypool. “We’re already
kicking off Red and Purple Modernization by beginning reconstruction of the
Wilson station this fall and continuing progress on the South Side by starting
the new 95th Street Terminal this summer, following the successful
completion of the Red Line South reconstruction last year. With both the Red
and Purple Modernization and Red Line Extension projects, we’ll replace
outdated infrastructure with a modern, efficient rail, and build more than five
miles of new track. Together these improvements will offer CTA customers
faster, more reliable service, and increasing access to quality rail
transportation for thousands of future riders.”

The CTA is also moving forward with its proposed Red Line Extension plan by
beginning the second step of its environmental process to ultimately finish the
Environmental Impact Study, which is required to begin engineering on the
plan to extend the Red Line south of 95th Street to 130th Street. Both projects
will include a broad community outreach process that will begin next month to
solicit community feedback on both projects and provide updates on the
funding process for each project.

About Red and Purple Modernization

The RPM program will proceed in phases to fully replace old, deteriorating
infrastructure and stations along the entire north branch of the Red Line and
the parallel Purple Line, and will pave the way for CTA to significantly
increase train capacity for the next 80 years.

This section of the Red and Purple lines carries one out of every five CTA ralil
rides and serves customers in some of the densest, most diverse
neighborhoods in Chicago. Rush-hour ridership has jumped 40 percent in the
last five years alone.

Most tracks and bridges along the Red and Purple lines are nearly 100 years
old. Despite rising demand, the CTA is unable to increase capacity because
of the current infrastructure’s age and structural limitations. Continuing to
operate a busy rail line on this outdated infrastructure results in high
maintenance costs, the need for frequent repairs that disrupt service and slow
travel, as well as outdated stations that can’'t accommodate elevators or other
necessary and modern amenities.

RPM will create a completely rebuilt rail line, resulting in faster, smoother
rides, modern, fully ADA accessible stations along the entire corridor and
more frequent train service to alleviate overcrowding.

The first phase of the RPM improvements will include two main components:

e Station and track modernization, Wilson to Bryn Mawr: Completely
rebuilding the Wilson, Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr stations
and rebuilding all tracks, support structures, bridges and viaducts for the
Red and Purple lines between Lawrence and Bryn Mawr. Replacement of
the Wilson station and surrounding infrastructure begins this fall. These

http://www.transitchicago.com/news/default.aspx?Articleld=3288
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stations were built originally between 1908 and 1923 and the elevated
support structures date back to the 1920s. The Bryn Mawr station was last
updated 40 years ago, in 1974; the remaining three stations received
interim station renewal work in 2012. Reconstruction of these stations will
include adding elevators at each to make them accessible to customers
with disabilities. The project also includes rebuilding the tracks, signals
and support structures, which will significantly improve train speeds and
service reliability on the slow zone-plagued stretch. (The Wilson station
project is already funded from state, federal and local sources, and is
currently proceeding through a separate Environmental Assessment
process.)

e Construction of a Red-Purple bypass. Construction of a bypass north of
the Belmont station to eliminate delays and speed up train service where
the Red, Purple and Brown lines currently all intersect. The current
configuration requires trains on three of four tracks to stop and wait for
Brown Line trains to cross, which results in more than 40 percent of
weekday trains being delayed by as much as three minutes. About
150,000 rides travel through this intersection each weekday, all of which
are slowed down because trains must stop and wait for signal clearance.
The structure’s original 1907 design makes it difficult, under present day
and service demands, to provide reliable service and makes adding
service extremely challenging.

“Modernizing Red Line rail service and stations strengthens our
neighborhoods by making transit more reliable and ultimately generating new
economic development near revitalized stations,” said Ald. Harry Osterman.
“We're pleased that Mayor Emanuel and the CTA recognize the importance of
safe, reliable transit in neighborhoods near the Red Line, including
Andersonville, Edgewater and Uptown, and look forward to working closely
with the CTA on this exciting program.”

Future phases of RPM will bring the same level of infrastructure and station
improvements to the remaining sections of the Red and Purple lines, from
north of Belmont station to Linden station in Wilmette.

Estimated cost for the first phase of RPM is $1.7 billion.

In November 2013, the CTA became the first transit system accepted into the
Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) new Core Capacity Program that
provides funding to transit systems to add capacity on existing infrastructure
for future ridership growth. The RPM project is eligible for 2014 Core Capacity
federal funding approved by Congress earlier this year.

About RLE

The 5.3-mile Red Line Extension project will extend south from the 95th
Street Terminal through the greater Roseland community. Plans include
construction of four new stations near 103rd Street, 111th Street, Michigan
Avenue/116th Street and 130th Street, all with bus and parking facilities.

The RLE project will provide rapid transit rail access to a low income, transit-
dependent Far South Side area that does not have direct CTA rail service. An
extended Red Line will provide up to a 20-minute time savings to downtown
by providing one-seat service, as opposed to the current bus-rail trip from
130th Street. It will also improve access to jobs and education, and foster
economic development.
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In 2011, the CTA received funding from the FTA to conduct the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for the RLE project—a major, important step in the
multi-step federal process to secure approval and funding of the $2.3 billion
dollar project.

Public Input and Next Steps

The CTA will meet with community groups and host public open houses to
share details and seek input on the proposed RPM and RLE projects.
Members of the public can submit formal comments directly to the CTA or at
public open houses where CTA and representatives will provide additional
information on RPM and RLE project plans. For each project, CTA is seeking
community input on the location, design, and social, economic, and
environmental effects of the proposed improvements.

The Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Open House will be held
Wednesday, May 21, at Truman Community College, 1145 W. Wilson Ave.
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The Red-Purple Bypass Open House will be held Thursday, May 22, at the
19th District Police Station, 850 W. Addison St., from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The RLE Open House will be held Tuesday, May 13, at Palmer Park
Gymnasium, 201 E. 111th St., between 5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Comments for either project can also be submitted by email or postal mail to:

RPM@transitchicago.com

RedExtension@transitchicago.com

Chicago Transit Authority
Strategic Planning, 10th floor
Attn: RPM Project or RLE Project
567 W. Lake Street
Chicago, IL. 60661-1465

Following public input, the CTA will deliver draft environmental studies for
both RPM Phase One and RLE to the FTA as part of the process to request
federal funding. Timing for construction starts on each project is dependent
upon the receipt of funding for each project. By the beginning of May, the CTA
will release a request for Letters of Interest and Qualifications (LIQ) for
Preliminary Engineering (PE) services for Phase One of RPM.

For more information about the Red Purple Modernization and Red Line
Extension projects, visit transitchicago.com.

Hi

More Information

Red Line Extension Project: http://www.transitchicago.com/redeis/

Red and Purple Modernization Project: http://www.transitchicago.com
[rpmproject/

http://www.transitchicago.com/news/default.aspx?Articleld=3288
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Current Red-Purple and Brown Track Intersection Configuration

Northbound Red Line
Northbound Purple Line

Southbound Brown & Purple Lines (Loop)

Southbound Red Line
Northbound Brown Line

Belmont Station
Belmont Station

RPM Bypass Track Configuration
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Northbound Red Line
Northbound Purple Line

Southbound Brown & Purple Lines (Loop)
Northbound Brown Line

Southbound Red Line

Belmont Station
Belmont Station

RPM Bypass Track-Level View Concept
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RPM Bypass Street-Level View Concept
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Bryn Mawr Station Interior Concept

Bryn Mawr Platform Concept

Bryn Mawr Station Entry (Street View) Concept
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CTA to Rebuild Four Red Line Stations
in Edgewater, Uptown

By Benjamin Woodard on April 16, 2014 5:10pm

@benjamdub

Bryn Mawr Station Renovations

EDGEWATER — Four Red Line stations in Edgewater and Uptown will be
completely reconstructed beginning as early as 2017 to replace aging tracks

and station houses, transit officials said.

The stations — Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn and Bryn Mawr — will be rebuilt,
said Chicago Transit Authority Spokeswoman Tammy Chase, adding that an

official announcement would be made Thursday.

Elevators would also be installed at the stations, she said.
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The CTA released conceptual renderings of a reconstructed Bryn Mawr

station, showing a floor-to-ceiling glass facade and rebuilt platforms.

The projects, estimated to cost $1.13 billion in total, are part of a greater effort
to modernize much of the Red and Purple Line on the North Side. The

reconstruction would also be more extensive than interim improvementsmade

in 2012 and 2013 at stations even farther north, such as Thorndale, Granville,

Loyola, Morse and Jarvis, which closed the stations for six weeks at a time.

The funding for the reconstruction have yet to be secured, Chase said, but
would likely come from a federal fund set up to improve deteriorating

infrastructure throughout the country.

Chase said the separate $203 million makeover of the Wilson station was still

slated to begin this year.
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CTA unveils plans to rebuild Red Line stops

By Tracy Swartz, @tracyswartz RedEye

8:52 a.m. CDT, April 16, 2014

The CTA today said it is planning to rebuild four North Side Red Line stations from
Lawrence to Bryn Mawr.

Work on the Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn and Bryn Mawr stops and accompanying track
would begin in 2017 at the earliest, the CTA said. The CTA still needs to get funding for
this project, which is estimated to cost $1.13 billion. The CTA said is seeking federal
funds.

CTA spokesman Brian Steele said it is has not been determined whether the CTA will
completely shut down that portion of the Red Line stop during construction, like it did to
rebuild the southern portion of the Red Line last year, or whether stops will be shut
down on a rolling basis, like the CTA is doing on the O'Hare branch of the Blue Line.


http://www.redeyechicago.com/news/cta/redeye-cta-announces-plans-to-rebuild-red-line-stops-20140416,0,3077623.story#aGWJvrTsHXVQ1hEe.99
http://www.redeyechicago.com/news/cta/redeye-cta-announces-plans-to-rebuild-red-line-stops-20140416,0,3077623.story#aGWJvrTsHXVQ1hEe.99
http://www.twitter.com/tracyswartz

Steele said he didn't know if the current infrastructure of the stations will be torn down.
Elevators will be added to the stops, which are not currently accessible to riders with
disabilities. The four stops were built in the early 1900s.

The CTA closed seven North Side Red Line stations, including Lawrence, Argyle and
Berwyn, on a rolling basis for six weeks in 2012 in a $86 million station maintenance
project.

The CTA already plans to rebuild the Wilson stop and make it a transfer point to the
Purple Line Express in a $203 million project expected to begin this year.

The station project unveiled today would be the first phase of the Red-Purple Line
Modernization Program that focuses on renewing Red and Purple Line stations and
track north of the Belmont stop. That program is estimated to cost between $2 billion
and $4 billion.

Copyright © 2014 Chicago Tribune Company, LLC
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Red Line to get North Side overhaul,
while South Siders decry wait

Residents react to the news that 16 buildings could be razed to make way for an expansion
for the Brown, Purple, and Red line trains at Belmont.

Residents react to the news that 16 buildings could be razed to make way for an expansion for the Brown, Purple, and Red

line trains at Belmont.

By Jon HilkevitchTribune reporter

8:32 p.m. CDT, April 16, 2014

The CTA said Wednesday it is moving forward with a multibillion-dollar overhaul of the Red
Line’s aging north branch tracks and stations, just hours after South Siders aired complaints
to the agency’s board that Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s promised southern extension of the same

rail line was moving too slowly.

CTA officials later said they also were planning a “major announcement” for Thursday about
the 5 1/2-mile extension, envisioned to run from the current 95th Street terminal to about
130th Street and feature four new stops.

Despite the strong billing, however, Thursday’s disclosure will focus primarily on that

project moving deeper into an ongoing environmental impact study, officials said.
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It’s an incremental step in a long process. Ultimately, the planned rail service enhancement
would provide vital transportation links to downtown and other areas of the city from some
of the poorest and transit-underserved communities in the U.S., officials have said.

That’s in contrast to Wednesday’s more definitive announcement that four north-branch
stations — Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn and Bryn Mawr — will be replaced and that track in
that area will be upgraded to allow faster trains, starting no sooner than in 2017. That work
comes with a commitment of some amount of federal money and would be the first phase of
a $4 billion-plus rehab project along the Purple and northern Red lines.

And for Emanuel, getting closer to breaking ground on the extension would likely help to
shore up support among African-American voters, which Tribune polling shows has fallen

since his election.

But transit officials have not even hinted when construction might begin. That’s because the
Red Line south extension project, estimated to cost $2.3 billion, has no funding for

construction currently.

The 59,000 residents of the Greater Roseland area are “growing impatient” with elected
officials about the slow pace of progress on the extension, the Rev. Paul Brown, representing
the Zion Temple Missionary Baptist Church and the Developing Communities Project,
testified before the CTA board Wednesday. He said “a sense of urgency” is needed.

“I simply do not understand why the communities that seem to have your attention have

succeeded while we are clearly failing,” Brown said.

The CTA last year spent $425 million to rebuild the tracks on the Red Line south branch
from Cermak-Chinatown to 95th Street, cutting up to 10 minutes each way between 95th
Street and downtown. A $240 million expansion and overhaul of the crowded 95t Street
terminal begins this year. But the Red Line south extension hasn’t taken off, despite pledges
from a handful of past CTA presidents dating to the mid-1990s.

Current CTA president Forrest Claypool said Wednesday that he cannot speak about earlier

decisions.

“Mayor Emanuel has been here less than three years and in that three years I think this has
been on a very fast trajectory,” Claypool said. “The federal government makes it a very
extensive process ... where you are basically starting from scratch as a new start. It is very
onerous and time-consuming, but we are moving that as fast as possible.”



The CTA is counting on federal funding to finance the bulk of the extension work, but
current federal transportation spending legislation expires at the end of September and
many experts consider it a long shot that a new spending plan will be approved soon.

There is, however, the commitment to some as-yet-unknown level of federal funding for the
CTA’s modernization of the Red Line north branch and the Purple Line. The multi-year
project will involve replacing stations, deteriorated tracks and outdated signals as well as
rebuild structure on a 9.6-mile stretch from north of the Belmont station through Evanston
to the Linden station in Wilmette.

The overall goals are to increase capacity on the Red and Purple lines by 20 to 50 percent,
reduce travel times, alleviate overcrowded station platforms and provide access for transit

riders with disabilities, officials said.

The Federal Transit Administration, which allocates money for large-scale transit projects
across the nation, recently listed the CTA’s Red-Purple Modernization project as the first
project in the U.S. eligible for a new pot of money under a so-called “core capacity”
program, which is aimed at helping cities renew heavily used transit lines. No specific dollar
pledge has been made yet. The U.S. Department of Transportation has recommended
spending a total of $275 million in fiscal 2015 on all eligible core capacity projects in the
U.S.

The CTA said in documents released in March that it expects to seek $1.5 billion from the
FTA to begin the Purple Line and Red Line north branch work. More funding could be
sought later from different pots of federal money, officials said.

The CTA said Wednesday that it will start the ball rolling by rebuilding the four contiguous
stations that date to the early 1900s, as well as conduct track and structure work on the Red
Line north branch, at an estimated cost of $1.13 billion.

“Some of this infrastructure has stood since the last time the Chicago Cubs won the World
Series (in 1908),” Steele said.

The Argyle and Bryn Mawr stations were built in 1908, according to the CTA. Berwyn was
built in 1916 and Lawrence in 1923. The complete redo will include the installation of
elevators to make the stations accessible to disabled riders.

Officials said it is too early to know how the work will affect service.

The North Side project’s total cost is $4.7 billion, according to the FTA.



In addition to the four stations, the nearby Wilson station will also be rebuilt as part of a
previously announced and already funded $203 million project that is set to begin this fall.

Meanwhile, an extension of the Red Line south branch has been sought for decades by
South Siders, and at different points in time labeled as a high priority by mayors and CTA
presidents. In August 2009, the CTA board made it official by voting to extend the line.

The preferred route that the CTA identified in 2009 would operate on an elevated structure
that heads south from 95th Street along the median of I-57 for nearly one-half mile until
reaching a corridor owned by the Union Pacific Railroad, in the vicinity of Eggleston
Avenue.

It would then turn south along the UP corridor to approximately 111th Street, where it
would turn southeast. East of South Prairie Avenue, the alignment crosses over the
Canadian National/Metra tracks near 119th Street, where it transitions to ground level and
then continues southeast along the former Michigan Central/Indiana Harbor Belt railroad
right-of-way to terminate in the vicinity of 130th Street.

The extension would include four stations near 103rd, 111th, 115th and 130th streets. Each
new station would include park-and-ride lots and bus terminals to serve connecting riders,
officials said.

Emanuel said the Red Line extension was his No. 1 transportation priority when he was
campaigning for mayor, and CTA officials say the extension remains a top priority.

But riders like lifelong Chicago resident Phyllis Johnson, who spoke at a CTA board
meeting Wednesday before the agency released information on either Red Line project,
question whether it’s the case.

“What can we do to get this ball rolling to resolve this problem?” said Johnson, a resident of
the Roseland community. “Wouldn’t you agree with me that it is way beyond time to extend
the CTA Red Line?”

That skepticism is common on the South Side, said Ald. Howard Brookins, 21st, when
reached by the Tribune on Wednesday.

“I think a lot people think that it’s so far off that it won’t occur for another 20 years,” he
said.

He said South Siders tend to feel shortchanged with it comes to public transportation,
because other areas of the city have multiple CTA and Metra lines.

Tribune reporter Hal Dardick contributed.

jhilkevitch@tribune.com
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CTA plans Red Line improvements on
North, South sides

By ROSALIND ROSSI Transportation Reporter April 17, 2014 1:10AM

North and South Side riders of the CTA’s busiest rail line — the Red Line — should see
improvements under plans outlined Wednesday.

For North Siders, the CTA could begin work as early as 2017 on a $1.13 billion plan to
upgrade track and rehab four stations, from Lawrence to Bryn Mawr.

The stations are among the oldest in the system, officials said. Bryn Mawr was built in
1908, when the Cubs last won the World Series.

The project is contingent on funding, but the CTA hopes to bankroll it with new federal
“core capacity” money that can be tapped by older transit lines.

For South Siders, President Forrest Claypool insisted Wednesday that the CTA is
“putting the pedal to the metal” on a long-awaited plan to extend the south end of the
Red Line from 95th Street to 130th.

One CTA user, Phyllis Johnson, told CTA board members Wednesday that the
extension once promised by former Mayor Richard J. Daley after the Red Line opened
in 1969 is “becoming the dream deferred.” Other lines have been extended or created
while the Roseland community, which would be affected by an extension, has sat by
with no transit developments, Johnson said.

The layers of requirements needed to win federal money for the $2 billion project are
“onerous,” Claypool said, but Mayor Rahm Emanuel is “putting this on a faster trajectory
than previous administrations.”

Emanuel campaigned on extending the Red Line and has emphasized the project since
his election, Claypool said.
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“Mayor Emanuel’s mandate to us is to modernize the Red Line, from top to bottom, from
north to south, and that’s what we’re doing,” Claypool said.

The CTA’s “preferred” extension method would be to run an elevated track from the
95th Street station, along Interstate 57 to 98th Street, where the elevated tracks would
run parallel with some Union Pacific freight tracks to 130th Street, Claypool said. The
tracks could run to the east of UP’s right of way or to the west, CTA officials said. The
CTA also had considered building inside the UP’s right of way, but UP has ruled that
out, a UP spokesman said.

Although the UP route is the top option, the CTA must give federal authorities at least
two more, Claypool said. They include running the rail extension down Halsted Street —
something local Ald. Anthony Beale (9th) opposes — or doing a less expensive bus-
rapid transit route to 130th.

Beale said Tuesday he was briefed on only two plans — the UP route and the Halsted
route, leading him to believe the CTA had only two options under active consideration.

“I can see how he might have perceived it that way because that’s where the focus of
the conversation was,” Claypool said. “But there’s always been a federally required third
alternative, which is the BRT.”

Claypool conceded that land will have to be acquired as part of the extension project,
although it's too early to say where or how many parcels.

The next step involves publication of the final environmental impact study in 2015,
Claypool said.

On the North Side, the planned improvements are part of a larger project to rejuvenate
the Red Line and Purple lines, from the Belmont station to the Linden Station in
Wilmette. Project estimates have ranged from $2 billion to $4 billion.

Email rrossi@suntimes.com

Twitter @rosalindrossi
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CTA Officially Announces Red Line South
Extension, Red/Purple Line Renovation

) i 1

A rendering of the proposed Belmont Overpass.(Chicago Transit Authority)

urrent With Byp

Chicago Transit Authority formally released details of its planned renovations of the Purple Line and
Red Line north branch and the long planned extension of the Red Line’s south branch Thursday and
let’s just say we’re cautiously optimistic that maybe CTA has done some solid planning.

We already know the first phase of the project, set to begin in 2017, will involve rehabbing the
Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn and Bryn Mawr Red Line stations and replacing tracks for the Red and
Purple Lines at those stations to reduce slow zones. CTA has started the process of securing federal
funding to extend the Red Line from its current southern endpoint at 95th Street to 130th Street,
using existing freight rail tracks. That project would cost $2.3 billion.
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The aspect of the Red/Purple Line rehab we’re most impressed by is a “Belmont bypass” allowing
the Brown Line to continue along its route by riding above the existing Red and Purple Line rails.
Currently the Brown Line has to negotiate its route by crossing those rails, resulting in 40 percent of
weekday trains being delayed by up to three minutes.

In order for the bypass to be built CTA will have to buy 16 buildings between Belmont Avenue and
Addison Street in order to make room for the project. The total cost of the Belmont bypass is
included in the $1.7 billion cost the first phase of Red and Purple Line rehab is expected to cost.
CTA has been busy with infrastructure improvements lately. They rebuilt the Red Line’s south
branch last year at a cost of $425 million, spent $86 million renovating and rehabbing seven stations
on the Red Line north branch two years ago, and work will begin later this year on extensive
renovations to the 95th Street and Wilson Red Line stations. “With both the Red and Purple

Modernization and Red Line Extension projects, we’ll replace outdated infrastructure with a modern,

efficient rail, and build more than five miles of new track,” CTA President Forrest Claypool said.
“Together these improvements will offer CTA customers faster, more reliable service, and increasing
access to quality rail transportation for thousands of future riders.”


http://www.suntimes.com/26902197-418/cta-plans-l-overpass-at-belmont-to-eliminate-bottleneck.html
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140417/lakeview/ctas-belmont-station-bypass-16-lakeview-buildings-needed
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140417/lakeview/ctas-belmont-station-bypass-16-lakeview-buildings-needed

NBC 5 Chicago

http://www.nbcchicago.com/traffic/transit/CTA-Announces-Plans-For-Red-Line-Extension-and-Rehab-
255653171.html

CTA Announces Plans For Red Line

Extension and Rehab
Plans to extend the Red Line past 95th Street, rebuild oldest
North Side stations

By Colleen Connolly
Thursday, Apr 17, 2014 | Updated 5:04 PM CDT

The CTA is planning to overhaul tracks on the North Side's Red, Brown and Purple
lines, and expand Red Line service on the far South Side. Charlie Wojciechowski has
details.

Red Line riders have something to look forward to in the coming years.

Chicago Transit Authority officials announced Thursday plans for rehabbing five
North Side stations and building a long-awaited South Side extension. The projects
are part of the first phase of the city's Red and Purple Modernization program.

The stations at Wilson, Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn and Bryn Mawr were specified for
the rehabilitation, which could begin as early as 2017. The five stations are among the
oldest, having been built between 1908 and 1923.

The CTA also announced plans to build a Red-Purple Line bypass north of Belmont to
eliminate delays and speed up train service where the Red, Purple and Brown Lines
intersect.

On the South Side, the CTA plans to extend tracks for 5.3 miles and add four new Red
Line stations south of 95th Street. Stops would be located at 103rd, 111th, 115th and
130th Streets, and up to 2,000 “Park and Ride” spaces would be added.

No date has been set to begin the construction of the new stations, but plans for the
route have been narrowed down to three options. The first option is to build tracks
parallel to the Union Pacific freight tracks from 98th Street to 130th Street. The
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second option is to build elevated tracks above Halsted Street. The final option is to
build a bus-rapid transit route to 130th Street.

Last year, the CTA closed nine Red Line stops south of Roosevelt Road as part of the
Red Line South Track Renewal Project. The $425 construction project repaired the
crumbling tracks and reduced commute times.
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Multi-billion boost to Red
Line

CTA PLANS TO EXPAND RED LINE TO 130TH STREET.

Posted Apr 21, 2014 by Felicia Woron

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel and the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) recently announced
plans to begin renovations of the Red and Purple Lines in 2017. The CTA hopes to begin an
extension of the Red Line further south after these renovations are completed.

The agency plans to replace parts of tracks on the Red and Purple Lines as well as build at least
five miles of new track as an extension of the Red Line. The Red Line currently runs from 95th

Street to the Uptown neighborhood, remaining parallel for much of its length to the Purple Line,
which runs from the Loop to Wilmette, a suburb north of Evanston.

In a $1.7 billion project, what CTA President Forrest Claypool described in a CTA press release
as “outdated infrastructure” will be replaced with “modern, efficient rail.” Most Red and Purple
Line tracks are nearly 100 years old, and a significant amount of time and money is currently
spent on repairs, hindering service greatly, according to the press release. These tracks will be
replaced and five stations originally built between 1908 and 1923—Wilson, Lawrence, Argyle,
Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr—will be completely rebuilt, with new elevators to improve
accessibility.

According to the press release, in a spot north of the Belmont station in the Lakeview
neighborhood where the Red, Purple, and Brown Lines all intersect, delays of up to three
minutes often occur because trains on the Red and Purple Lines must wait for Brown Line trains
to cross. In order to remedy this, a bypass will be built, allowing the Brown Line to cross over
the Red and Purple Lines. According to an article inChicagoist, the CTA will have to buy 16
buildings between Belmont Avenue and Addison Street in order for this bypass to be built, which
is included in the $1.7 billion cost of the first phase of the project.

The second phase is a $2.3 billion endeavor in which the Red Line will be extended from 95th
Street through the Roseland community south to 130th Street, a low-income area that largely
depends on public transit but lacks the infrastructure that is available in other areas. The project
is expected to shorten the commute from 130th Street to downtown by 20 minutes, allowing
better access to education and jobs downtown, according to the CTA press release.
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Rail News: Passenger Rail
CTA unveils first phase of modernization project, Red Line

extension environmental steps

Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) officials late last week announced the first phase of the Red and
Purple modernization program to rebuild the northern section of the Red Line and the parallel Purple
Line.

They also announced the beginning of the next step in a federal process to secure funding for the
Red Line extension project, which would extend the Red Line south from 95th Street to 130th Street,
according to a CTA press release.

The CTA's Red Line, which runs 24/7 along 23 miles of tracks, is Chicago's busiest rail line with
about 75 million annual rides.

The first phase of the Red and Purple modernization improvements will include two main
components: station and track modernization from Wilson to Bryn Mawr, which entails rebuilding the
Wilson, Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn and Bryn Mawr stations and rebuilding all track, support
structures, bridges and viaducts for the Red and Purple lines between Lawrence and Bryn Mawr;
and construction of a Red-Purple bypass north of the Belmont Station.

The first phase of the Red and Purple modernization is estimated to cost $1.7 billion.

The 5.3-mile Red Line extension project will extend south from the 95th Street Terminal through the
greater Roseland community. Plans include construction of four new stations near 103rd Street,
111th Street, Michigan Avenue/116th Street and 130th Street, all with bus and parking facilities.

In 2011, the CTA received funding from the Federal Transit Authority to conduct the Environmental
Impact Statement for the Red Line project — a major step in the multi-step federal process to secure
approval and funding of the $2.3 billion dollar project, authority officials said.

The CTA will host the following open houses to solicit public comments on the projects: May 13 for
the Red Line project; May 21 for the Lawrence-to-Bryn Mawr modernization; and May 22 for the
Red-Purple bypass.
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No love for Sheridan
CTA has passed up improvements to the Sheridan Red Line station once again.
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North bound Sheridan traffic comes to a stop due to construction on the CTA Red Line Loyola viaduct Nov., 17 2012. (Armando L.
Sanchez/Chicago Tribune) (Armando L. Sanchez / Chicago Tribune / November 17, 2012)

By Tracy Swartz, @tracyswartz RedEye

5:30 p.m. CDT, April 21, 2014
Call it the Leonardo DiCaprio of CTA stops.

The Sheridan Red Line station has been passed over again—but not for an Oscar, like
Leo. The CTA last week proposed a $1.13 billion overhaul of four North Side stations,
from Lawrence to Bryn Mawr, and the accompanying track as part of the first phase of
its titanic Red and Purple Line modernization plan.

The announcement left some riders seeing red over the lack of inclusion of the Sheridan
stop, often chided for its narrow staircases, antiquated wooden platforms and puddles
after rainstorms.

"| feel like we're just the part of Lakeview that gets forgotten about," said Wyl Villacres,
25, who worries about slipping down Sheridan's steep staircases. "No one really wants
to take control over the Sheridan stop."

CTA spokeswoman Tammy Chase said that the Sheridan stop "will definitely be rebuilt,"
but not in the first phase of the project, which may begin as early as 2017 if the CTA
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secures $1.7 billion to renovate the stops and create a bypass north of the Belmont
station.

That's little comfort to riders who use the Sheridan stop, which has been experiencing
growing pains while other Red Line stops have undergone blue-chip repairs.

In 2012, the CTA fixed and beautified seven stops north of Wilson in an $86 million
project. Three of those stations—Lawrence, Argyle and Berwyn—are slated to see
overhauls in the first phase of this Red Line project.

Elsewhere on the Red Line, the Loyola and Grand stops were recently rehabbed while
the Clark/Division stop is getting its due. The CTA last year also renovated nine South
Side Red Line stops in a $425 million project.

Meanwhile, Sheridan's disaster twin to the north, Wilson, is slated to see a $203 million
overhaul this year. Plans include making the station accessible to riders with disabilities
and creating a transfer point for the Purple Line Express.

After those projects are complete, the Sheridan stop will be one of only a few Red Line
stops that are not wheelchair-friendly. Since its inception in 1900, the Sheridan stop has
seen large-scale renovations in the early 20th century, according to chicago-L.org, a
Chicago transit history site.

Two years ago, Ald. Tom Tunney (44th) asked for a commitment to rebuild Sheridan as
part of the city's deal with the Cubs to renovate Wrigley Field. The stop ended up not
being part of the Wrigley renovations.

A Tunney spokeswoman said the Sheridan stop requires "more intensive engineering"
and will need to be designed separately from the first phase of the Red Line project.

Jonathan Skidmore, of Buena Park, said he's upset about the lack of the attention
Sheridan has received. He said he has difficulty climbing the stairs to the platform and
cringes when rainwater pools in the station.

"I don't understand why [the CTA] skipped over [Sheridan] again,” said Skidmore, 38.
"It's just disgusting. It's an embarrassment to the city."”
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IL - CTA Announces Next Steps in
Modernizing the Red Line

April 23, 2014

CTA President Forrest Claypool recently announced the first phase of its Red and Purple
Modernization (RPM) program.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel and CTA President Forrest Claypool recently announced the first phase of its
Red and Purple Modernization (RPM) program, which will completely rebuild the northern section
of the Red Line and the parallel Purple Line, and beginning of the next step in a federal process to
secure funding for the Red Line Extension plan, which would extend the Red Line south from 95th
Street to 130th Street.

These are the latest steps in the ongoing modernization of the CTA under Mayor Emanuel.

“As a world-class city, Chicago has a world-class transit service to connect residents to jobs,
education, culture and above all opportunity,” said Mayor Emanuel. “CTA is investing in
modernizing the Red Line as part of our strategy to create a seamless, safe, and reliable
transportation system for every neighborhood.”

The CTA’s Red Line, which runs 24/7 along 23 miles of tracks, is Chicago’s busiest rail line with
about 75 million annual rides.

The Red and Purple Modernization program and the Red Line Extension project are the latest in a
series of Red Line projects to modernize and extend the backbone of the CTA’s rail system that
have been undertaken since 2011.

With a significant portion of the Red Line built more than a century ago, the improvements would
address the current need to expand capacity by building new infrastructure to accommodate
growing ridership. Additional Red Line modernization projects under Mayor Emanuel include:

e Successful $425 million replacement of the Red Line South railroad in 2013, as well as
station rehabilitations.
e $86 million renewal and rehabilitation of seven far north side stations in 2012.
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e $240 million new 95th Street Terminal, work beginning in late summer.
e 5203 million Wilson station reconstruction and track and signal replacement, major
construction to begin this fall.

“These projects are the next steps in our overall vision to rebuild, modernize and expand the
entire Red Line,” said P President Claypool. “We’re already kicking off Red and Purple
Modernization by beginning reconstruction of the Wilson station this fall and continuing progress
on the South Side by starting the new 95th Street Terminal this summer, following the successful
completion of the Red Line South reconstruction last year. With both the Red and Purple
Modernization and Red Line Extension projects, we’ll replace outdated infrastructure with a
modern, efficient rail, and build more than five miles of new track. Together these improvements
will offer CTA customers faster, more reliable service, and increasing access to quality rail
transportation for thousands of future riders.”

The CTA is also moving forward with its proposed Red Line Extension plan by beginning the second
step of its environmental process to ultimately finish the Environmental Impact Study, which is
required to begin engineering on the plan to extend the Red Line south of 95th Street to 130th
Street. Both projects will include a broad community outreach process that will begin next month
to solicit community feedback on both projects and provide updates on the funding process for
each project.

About Red and Purple Modernization

The RPM program will proceed in phases to fully replace old, deteriorating infrastructure and
stations along the entire north branch of the Red Line and the parallel Purple Line, and will pave
the way for CTA to significantly increase train capacity for the next 80 years.

This section of the Red and Purple lines carries one out of every five CTA rail rides and serves
customers in some of the densest, most diverse neighborhoods in Chicago. Rush-hour ridership has
jumped 40 percent in the last five years alone.

Most tracks and bridges along the Red and Purple lines are nearly 100 years old. Despite rising
demand, the CTA is unable to increase capacity because of the current infrastructure’s age and
structural limitations. Continuing to operate a busy rail line on this outdated infrastructure results
in high maintenance costs, the need for frequent repairs that disrupt service and slow travel, as
well as outdated stations that can’t accommodate elevators or other necessary and modern
amenities.

RPM will create a completely rebuilt rail line, resulting in faster, smoother rides, modern, fully
ADA accessible stations along the entire corridor and more frequent train service to alleviate
overcrowding.

The first phase of the RPM improvements will include two main components:



e Station and track modernization, Wilson to Bryn Mawr: Completely rebuilding the
Wilson, Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr stations and rebuilding all tracks,
support structures, bridges and viaducts for the Red and Purple lines between Lawrence
and Bryn Mawr. Replacement of the Wilson station and surrounding infrastructure begins
this fall. These stations were built originally between 1908 and 1923 and the elevated
support structures date back to the 1920s. The Bryn Mawr station was last updated 40
years ago, in 1974; the remaining three stations received interim station renewal work in
2012. Reconstruction of these stations will include adding elevators at each to make them
accessible to customers with disabilities. The project also includes rebuilding the tracks,
signals and support structures, which will significantly improve train speeds and service
reliability on the slow zone-plagued stretch. (The Wilson station project is already funded
from state, federal and local sources, and is currently proceeding through a separate
Environmental Assessment process.)

e Construction of a Red-Purple bypass. Construction of a bypass north of the Belmont
station to eliminate delays and speed up train service where the Red, Purple and Brown
lines currently all intersect. The current configuration requires trains on three of four
tracks to stop and wait for Brown Line trains to cross, which results in more than 40
percent of weekday trains being delayed by as much as three minutes. About 150,000 rides
travel through this intersection each weekday, all of which are slowed down because
trains must stop and wait for signal clearance. The structure’s original 1907 design makes
it difficult, under present day and service demands, to provide reliable service and makes
adding service extremely challenging.

“Modernizing Red Line rail service and stations strengthens our neighborhoods by making transit
more reliable and ultimately generating new economic development near revitalized stations,”
said Ald. Harry Osterman. “We’re pleased that Mayor Emanuel and the CTA recognize the
importance of safe, reliable transit in neighborhoods near the Red Line, including Andersonville,
Edgewater and Uptown, and look forward to working closely with the CTA on this exciting
program.”

Future phases of RPM will bring the same level of infrastructure and station improvements to the
remaining sections of the Red and Purple lines, from north of Belmont station to Linden station in
Wilmette.

Estimated cost for the first phase of RPM is $1.7 billion.

In November 2013, the CTA became the first transit system accepted into the Federal Transit
Administration’s (FTA) new Core Capacity Program that provides funding to transit systems to add
capacity on existing infrastructure for future ridership growth. The RPM project is eligible for 2014
Core Capacity federal funding approved by Congress earlier this year.

About RLE



The 5.3-mile Red Line Extension project will extend south from the 95th Street Terminal through
the greater Roseland community. Plans include construction of four new stations near 103rd
Street, 111th Street, Michigan Avenue/116th Street and 130th Street, all with bus and parking
facilities.

The RLE project will provide rapid transit rail access to a low income, transit-dependent Far South
Side area that does not have direct CTA rail service. An extended Red Line will provide up to a
20-minute time savings to downtown by providing one-seat service, as opposed to the current bus-
rail trip from 130th Street. It will also improve access to jobs and education, and foster economic
development.

In 2011, the CTA received funding from the FTA to conduct the Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for the RLE project—a major, important step in the multi-step federal process to secure
approval and funding of the $2.3 billion dollar project.

Public Input and Next Steps

The CTA will meet with community groups and host public open houses to share details and seek
input on the proposed RPM and RLE projects. Members of the public can submit formal comments
directly to the CTA or at public open houses where CTA and representatives will provide additional
information on RPM and RLE project plans. For each project, CTA is seeking community input on
the location, design, and social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed
improvements.

The Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Open House will be held Wednesday, May 21, at
Truman Community College, 1145 W. Wilson Ave. from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The Red-Purple Bypass Open House will be held Thursday, May 22, at the 19th District Police
Station, 850 W. Addison St., from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The RLE Open House will be held Tuesday, May 13, at Palmer Park Gymnasium, 201 E. 111th St.,
between 5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Comments for either project can also be submitted by email or postal mail to:
RPM@transitchicago.com
RedExtension@transitchicago.com

Chicago Transit Authority Strategic Planning, 10th floor Attn: RPM Project or RLE Project 567 W.
Lake Street Chicago, IL. 60661-1465

Following public input, the CTA will deliver draft environmental studies for both RPM Phase One
and RLE to the FTA as part of the process to request federal funding. Timing for construction
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starts on each project is dependent upon the receipt of funding for each project. By the beginning
of May, the CTA will release a request for Letters of Interest and Qualifications (LIQ) for
Preliminary Engineering (PE) services for Phase One of RPM.

For more information about the Red Purple Modernization and Red Line Extension projects, visit
transitchicago.com.

Copyrights: Article: Bid Ocean, Inc
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CTA names properties potentially affected by Red Line
modernization plan

Updated at 01:34 PM today

CTA rendering of modernization plan.

April 25, 2014 (CHICAGO) (WLS) -- The CTA released a list 19 buildings and various other properties
that may be impacted by its modernization plans.

The modernization would create a rail line bypass starting just north of the Belmont station on the Red,
Purple and Brown lines as well as replace tracks and some stations along the northern section of the Red
and Purple lines.

The buildings that will be potentially impacted by the Belmont bypass include:

3240 N. Wilton Ave.
3242 N. Wilton Ave.
3244 N. Wilton Ave.
3246 N. Wilton Ave.
3252 N. Wilton Ave.
3328 N. Clark St. (rear building only)
3334-3344 N. Clark St.
3346-3348 N. Clark St.
3366 N. Clark St.

947 W. Roscoe St.
3406 N. Sheffield Ave.
3401-3407 N. Clark St.
3413 N. Clark St.
3415-3419 N. Clark St.
3421 N. Clark St.
947-949 W. Newport



Vacant lots potentially impacted by the Belmont bypass:

3324 N. Clark St.
3326 N. Clark St.
3330 N. Clark St.
3368 N. Clark St.
3427 N. Clark St.

Buildings potentially impacted by the Lawrence-Bryn Mawr modernization:

e 4837-4887 N. Broadway
e 5637-5643 N. Broadway
e 5657 N. Broadway

Vacant lots potentially impacted by the Lawrence-Bryn Mawr modernization:

e 4723 N. Clifton Ave. / 1123 W. Lawrence Ave.
1130 W. Lawrence Ave.

4837 N. Broadway

4839-4849 N. Broadway

5033 N. Broadway

5343 N. Broadway

"Many possible alternatives were considered and one with the least amount of property impacts was
ultimately identified," the transit agency said in a release. "The CTA is working with a dedicated team of
community liaisons who have been contacting property owners, business owners, and renters and will
continue to do so as the CTA moves forward with the planning process."

The CTA unveiled the first phase of its Red and Purple Line modernization program April 17, which
focuses on rebuilding the northern section of the Red and Purple Lines. Trains in this section currently run
on tracks that are nearly 100 years old. The project also includes rebuilding four stations on the North
Side between Lawrence and Bryn Mawr.

The Belmont bypass plan would create a bypass for Brown Line trains just north of the Belmont station.
Currently, northbound Brown Line trains must cross all other tracks to split off from the Red and Purple
lines at this junction.

The CTA is required to offer fair market value of any property it seeks to acquire, and provide financial
assistance for owners and tenants affected by the plan. The agency said it has mailed information and
scheduled in-person meetings with people in buildings that would be impacted.

"The CTA's goal is to make this as easy as possible on owners and renters," the CTA said in the release.
"For the time being, there is no need for any owner or renter to relocate."”

(Copyright ©2014 WLS-TV/DT. All Rights Reserved.)


http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local/chicago_news&id=9507494

NBC 5 Chicago

http://www.nbcchicago.com/traffic/transit/CTA-Lists-Buildings-Targeted-For-Demolition-
256780741.html

CTA Lists Buildings Targeted For Demolition

Saturday, Apr 26, 2014 | Updated 5:56 AM CDT
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The Chicago Transit Authority Friday released its list of buildings that will be torn
down in the first phase of Red and Purple Line modernization project.
Up to 30 buildings, both retail and residential, are targeted for tear down.
The CTA says it is working to contact the property owners, business owners and
renters who will be affected by the projects, and must offer "fair market value for any
property it seeks to acquire," along with financial assistance and relocation services.
The impacted buildings for the Red-Purple Bypass include several on the 3200 block
of North Wilton Avenue, buildings on the 3300 block of North Clark Street and
additional buildings on West Newport, North Sheffield and West Roscoe.
Buildings and vacant lots impacted by the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr modernization
project are located on several blocks between 4800 and 5600 North Broadway and
additional properties on the 1100 block of West Lawrence Avenue and the 4700 block
of North Clifton Avenue.
Several Lake View businesses could be impacted by the project, including:

« Bolat African Cuisine 3346-3348 N Clark St.
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Johnny O'Hagan's Irish Pub & Restaurant, 947 W Roscoe St.

Second Stage Theatre, 3406 N Sheffield Ave.

Beggar's Pizza, 3413 N Clark St.

Smoker's Zone, 3328 N Clark St.

As part of the overhaul, five North Side CTA stations will be rehabbed along with a
long-awaited South Side extension.

The Red-Purple Line bypass north of Belmont is designed to eliminate delays and
speed up train service where the Red, Purple and Brown Lines intersect.

No date has been set to begin the construction of the new stations.

Source: http://www.nbcchicago.com/traffic/transit/CTA-Lists-Buildings-Targeted-
For-Demolition-256780741.html#ixzz30CGrY mw8
Follow us: @nbcchicago on Twitter | nbcchicago on Facebook
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By Tracy Swartz | atocve
You thought winter was a long season? CTA construction season can scem to
last forever.

The agency is midway through projects to improve parts of the Blue and Orange
line tracks, which means shuttle buses replace train service in those areas on some

keads. Meanwhile, the CTA hauling the Harmison Red Line stop in Printers.
Row, affecting Red Line service and access to that stop since last month,

The Clark/Division stop in Old Town has been undergoing a monthslong renova-
tion that will include a new mezzazine this year. Also, a new Green Line stop at Cer-
mak Road is underway:

And let’s not forget about the projects on the horizon— the agency is scheduled to
begin mrning the Wilson Red Line station into a transfer point for the Purple Line
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Express. Additionaly, there are plans to overhaul the Quincy Loop station and the
gsth Strect Red Line stop and combine the Madison/Wabash and Randolph/Wabash
stations into a superstation in the Loop.

Future projects that don't have timetables inchude overhauling Red Line stations
from Lawrence to Beyn Mawr on the Noreh Side and creating a bypass noeth of the
Belmont stop in Lakeview to ease Red, Brown and Purple line train traffic there,

The CTA is holding a hearing about the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr modernization
project 5:30-7:30 p.m. Wednesday at Truman College, 1145 W. Wilson Ave. A mecting
about the Red-Purple Bypass project will be held 5:30 to 7:30 pam. Thursday at the
19th District Police Department, 850 W. Addison St,

RedEye mapped all current and future rail construction projects below.
TSWARTZETIBUNE.COM | §TRACYSWARTZ

ALL DATES AR SUILIECT TO CHANGE.


http://www.redeyechicago.com/news/redeye-cta-construction-ahead-20140518,0,993517.htmlpage

CTA Tattler - Chicago Now

http://www.chicagonow.com/cta-tattler/2014/05/have-your-say-on-cta-red-line-north-projects-at-

open-houses/

Have your say on CTA Red Line north
projects at open houses

6 comments

By Kevin O'Neil, Monday at 7:17 pm

Do you oppose the Belmont "flyover" project? Have concerns about the impact of the
Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project?

You can let your voice be heard at two open houses this week on these projects.

Sound off from 5:30 till 7:30 p.m. Wednesday on the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr
Modernization Project at a hearing at Truman Community College in the Wilson Lobby,
1145 W. Wilson Ave.

Give your opinion on the Red-Purple Bypass Project, aka the Belmont "flyover,” from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday at the 19th District Police Department, 850 W. Addison St.

The Belmont flyover in particular has been under the microscope since it was
announced that 16 buildings on Clark and Wilton would have to be torn down to build
the bypass over the tracks north of Belmont so the Brown Line no longer delays Red
and Purple trains.

On Sunday, Chicago Tribune architecture critic Blair Kamin wrote a passionate
piece opposing the $320 million project. His bottom line - it just wasn't worth taking
down all those buildings to cut delays that average 84 seconds.

He may have a point there. Perhaps CTA planners can find another way to architect the
flyover without taking out so many buildings.
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CTA hearings this week on overhaul of Red,

Purple and Brown lines
May 19, 2014 |By Jon Hilkevitch | Tribune reporter

The CTA will hold two meetingsi this week to present more detailed plans and receive
public feedback on the $4.7 billion overhaul of the Red and Purple lines on the North Side
and in Evanston, including a focus on the controversial Brown Line elevated crossover
bridge north of the Belmont station.

An open house about the replacement of Red Line stations at Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn and
Bryn Mawr and track improvementsz aimed at speeding up service will be held from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. Wednesday at Truman College, 1145 W. Wilson Ave., Chicago.

A separate open house about plans to erect the elevated bypass, or flyover, track carrying
northbound Brown Line trains over tracks serving the Red and Purple/Evanston Express
lines north of Belmont will be held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday at the 19th District
police station, 850 W. Addison St., Chicago.

The CTA said the bypass, estimated to cost $320 million, is needed to eliminate a bottleneck
that causes delays at Clark Junction, a busy rail intersection where trains on the Red and
Purple lines converge with Brown Line trains.

The CTA said the current Belmont configuration leads® to delays ranging from 30 seconds
to four minutes, with the average delay lasting 84 seconds.

But the CTA will need to demolish 16 properties to make room for the flyover bridge, which
would be up to 45 feet tall at its highest point, the CTA said.
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Some neighbors say the bridge is not the only possible solution# to deal with rail delays or
expand capacity for future needs, and that building it would harm the aesthetics of the
Lakeview community. The CTA has not set a timetable for the work.

The modernization of stations and 9.6 miles of track from north of Belmont through
Evanston to the Linden station in Wilmette would begin no sooner than in 2017, CTA
officials have said. The primary goalsz are to increase capacity on the Red and Purple lines
by 20 to 50 percent, reduce travel times, alleviate overcrowded station platforms and
provide access for transit riders with disabilities, officials said.

jhilkevitch@tribune.com

Twitter @jhilkevitch
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CTA to host public hearings ahead of major
overhaul

5
Posted: May 21, 2014 8:09 AM CDTUpdated: May 26, 2014 8:10 AM CDT

By Joanie Lum, FOX 32 News Reporter - bio | email

CHICAGO (FOX 32 News) -The CTA is getting ready to make a major overhaul of its
operations, aiming to make life easierz! for commuters. And officials want to hear from
the public before they start that work.

The CTA is hostinge public hearings as part of the overhaul process and they want
locals to participate.

At the junction just north of Belmont, the brown line, red line and purple line all come
together. The CTA says the brown line trains have to stop and wait for the other trains
to pass, causing delays.

The CTA is proposing to fly the brown line over the red and purple line tracks near the
Belmont station. The $320 million flyover bridge project would bypass the bottleneck
and speed# up the commute.

That bridge would go 45 feet above street level, above the bars and restaurants that
people are familiar with on Clark Street.

But neighbors in the Lakeview area are concerned at how the construction would impact
their neighborhood. Sixteen homes would have to be demolished and the residents
would need to move.

"It (the construction) would mean we would need to relocate. We are planning to move
to the suburbs, so it's good," one resident told FOX 32's Joanie Lum.
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Some residents say the project is a huge expenditure that would impact the qualityz of
life in the Belmont area.

"| feel like they are trying to isolate us and make people go, 'oh it's just those people
over there. They are poor houses.' It's not about me. It's about Lakeview, about the
character of Chicago, about everyone who goes to Wrigley, and the beauty of the
neighborhood.”

One of the buildings that would need to be demolished is a fairly new condo building.

If it is built, the project would not begin until 2017.

Read more: http://www.myfoxchicago.com/story/25574974/cta-to-host-public-hearings-
ahead-of-major-overhaul#ixzz32vbYhx7X
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CTA’s “Red Ahead” To Begin With Uptown, Edgewater
Station Expansions

by Shaun Jacobsen

1N

Narrow Red Line platforms put passengers uncomfortably close to passing trains. Photo: CTA / Flickr

The CTA has announced that the first phase of the Red-Purple Modernization project, which will increase the
capacity of the north side’s Red and Purple lines, will expand and rehab four stations in Uptown and Edgewater:

Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr.

Phase One of the project also includes the Red-Purple Bypass project, which will be discussed at a meeting tonight

(detalls). It does not include the Wilson station reconstruction, or the South Side extension of the Red Line to 130" st.
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Last night’'s open house at Truman College was chiefly about the nearby station reconstructions. Last year, the CTA
refurbished the Argyle station through its Station Renewal program, which repainted the station, improved lighting,
and deep-cleaned the platforms. But all four stations originally built in the early 1900s share the same problems: the
stations are uninviting, and the platforms are too narrow and thus ADA-inaccessible. A CTA representative at the
open house said that inaccessibility was the main reason for the station reconstructions.

snnite @ | Challenge: ADA Accessibility

Thorndale

* None of the four Lawrence to Bryn Mawr stations are
Bryn Mawr accessible to people with disabilities

* Two-mile gap in accessible stations - even after the
Wilson station is reconstructed

* Four highest priority stations for added ADA
accessibility in the RPM corridor

Barwyn

2 mile gap

Argyle

Lawrence

-

eanvite @ | Proposed Solution:
Thomdale | Full ADA Access

Bryn Mawr 1Y

Berwyn The Lawrence, Argyle,

A Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr
rayle (8§

stations will be accessible to
individuals with disabilities:

* Conveniently located elevators

Lawrence £

Wider platforms

Improved communications and
signage for visually and hearing
impaired individuals

None of the stations in this two-mile stretch are currently equipped with an elevator. Image: CTA.

Making all four stations accessible is one great benefit of the station reconstructions, but a less-publicized benefit is
capacity improvements. While the Red-Purple Bypass project just north of Belmont has garnered much press and
neighborhood scrutiny due to the 16 buildings that must be demolished for its construction, it’s just one piece of a

larger project designed to increase the line’s capacity.

The Red line is by far CTA’s busiest line, and passes through some of the country’s densest neighborhoods. CTA
says that it must increase capacity by 7,200 passengers per hour — six to nine full trains — by 2030, in order to
accommodate growing ridership. The Red-Purple Bypass will help accomplish this by allowing more southbound
trains, but it will also be necessary to both lengthen station platforms to accommodate 10-car trains, as well as widen

platforms to accommodate more passengers. Today, the longest trains that CTA runs are eight cars long.

Currently, Red line station platforms from Lawrence to Bryn Mawr are just 12 feet wide. Rebuilt stations will have
platforms twice as wide, 24 feet, which will accommodate more passengers, safely include elevators, and increase

visibility and safety. Widening the platforms will require encroaching on some adjacent buildings, however.
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A map of the three buildings to be acquired and demolished, as well as staging areas for construction (such as parking lots).

Three buildings and six lots have been identified as obstacles to wider station platforms: 4837-4387 N Broadway,
currently the site of a strip mall; 5637-5643 N Broadway, a Public Storage building; and 5657 N Broadway, a Toyota
dealership. CTA intends to purchase these buildings and lots, relocate the businesses occupying them in order to

expand stations, then later re-sell the lots.

CTA took this opportunity to point out that the lots could be redeveloped as Transit-Oriented Development. In the
case of 4837-4387 N Broadway, a strip mall, a more pedestrian-friendly design would be mandated as it lies within a
P-street designation that Alderman James Cappleman’s office is reinstating after repealing it last fall. Cappleman’s
office confirmed that the ordinance text is being drafted now, and should be voted on at the next city council meeting.
The lots left empty after the Brown line capacity expansion project from 2006-2008 have attracted more transit-

friendly development proposals, and this project for the Red line could similarly spur transit-friendly design.
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Several renderings and information about Transit-Oriented Development were provided next to a map of properties that will be

acquired for the project.

Where station expansion and minor track shifting does not impact existing buildings, CTA will use “alley spanning” to
build track out and over the alley. The same was done for the Belmont station reconstruction. Because the track from

Leland north to Howard and beyond currently lies on an earthen embankment that cannot support the new track, all



current design scenarios for the project assume the embankment will no longer be used to support the track.
Alternatives include demolishing the embankment building a concrete bridge structure instead, or retaining the
embankment while adding concrete supports on the sides. Both options are still on the table, because this is still early

in the Environmental Assessment period.

Open Deck vs. Closed Deck

CTA's strategies to reduce noise include welded track surfaces and under-rail construction. Image: CTA.

CTA is seeking public input on how removing the embankment could affect the streetscape below. Emphasis was
placed on how the different alternatives would buffer noise. Noise-reducing options include adding concrete retaining
walls, welding the rails together (which reduces the “clickety-clack” sound of train wheels as they pass over gaps
between rail sections), and using a “closed deck” solid concrete platform like the ones at Belmont and Fullerton

stations, as opposed to the “open deck” like at most other stations — including the ones in the Loop.

Furthermore, if the embankment is removed, it could open up ground space below that some attendees thought could
become parking. While the project is still in the EA phase, public comment is welcome on the project — including what

you think should go under the tracks should the embankment go.

Modernizing these stations and rails will create safer stations, give the Red Line the necessary additional capacity to
accommodate growing ridership, opens up opportunities for new walkable development, and will speed up service
along one of the country’s busiest rail corridors. In conjunction with the bypass near Belmont, the projected $1.7

billion project will benefit all Red and Purple line passengers. Construction should begin no earlier than 2017.
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Red Line Station Reconstructions:
‘This Has Been a Long Time Coming’

By Benjamin Woodard on June 4, 2014 7:15am

@benjamdub

Bryn Mawr Station Renovations

EDGEWATER — Business and community leaders applauded plans to
rebuildfour CTA stations on the North Side Tuesday night at a community
meeting, but also were preparing for construction "hell" when the extensive
work beings.

"This is like a dream come true," said Maria Sigman, owner of Salon Echo,
located steps from the century-old Bryn Mawr station, which would be entirely


http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140604/edgewater/red-line-station-reconstructions-this-has-been-long-time-coming?utm_source=Chicago&utm_campaign=a748a1c508-Mailchimp-CHI&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4061d3bea7-a748a1c508-173878661
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140604/edgewater/red-line-station-reconstructions-this-has-been-long-time-coming?utm_source=Chicago&utm_campaign=a748a1c508-Mailchimp-CHI&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4061d3bea7-a748a1c508-173878661
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140604/edgewater/red-line-station-reconstructions-this-has-been-long-time-coming?utm_source=Chicago&utm_campaign=a748a1c508-Mailchimp-CHI&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4061d3bea7-a748a1c508-173878661
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/about-us/our-team/editorial-team/benjamin-woodard
http://twitter.com/benjamdub
http://twitter.com/benjamdub
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140604/edgewater/red-line-station-reconstructions-this-has-been-long-time-coming?utm_source=Chicago&utm_campaign=a748a1c508-Mailchimp-CHI&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4061d3bea7-a748a1c508-173878661#slideshow
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140604/edgewater/red-line-station-reconstructions-this-has-been-long-time-coming?utm_source=Chicago&utm_campaign=a748a1c508-Mailchimp-CHI&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4061d3bea7-a748a1c508-173878661#slideshow
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140416/edgewater/cta-rebuild-four-red-line-stations-edgewater-uptown
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140416/edgewater/cta-rebuild-four-red-line-stations-edgewater-uptown
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/about-us/our-team/editorial-team/benjamin-woodard
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140604/edgewater/red-line-station-reconstructions-this-has-been-long-time-coming?utm_source=Chicago&utm_campaign=a748a1c508-Mailchimp-CHI&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4061d3bea7-a748a1c508-173878661

shut down if the CTA obtains the necessary federal funding for the project. "To

not have it [Bryn Mawr] smell like a urine hole would be awesome."

Although she praised plans for a new station, she didn't dismiss concerns
about what a projected six months of construction at each station would mean

for business.
"It's going to be hell," she said.
But Sigman said she was hopeful she could keep business alive.

"If I stay really excited about this project, and work it into my promotions, I

think it could be very exciting," she said. "I'm not worried."

Carole Morey, CTA's chief planning officer, said a two-year planning process
needs to be completed by November 2015 in order for the project to be eligible
for federal funding. If all goes as planned, the CTA expects to begin

construction of the $1.13 billion project in 2017.

Ald. Harry Osterman (48th) said the project would be "historic for our

community."

He cautioned those concerned about the project's scope that there would be a

"long lead-up time" to actual construction.

Sheli Lulkin, president of the Association of Sheridan Condo/Co-op Owners,

also praised the plans.

"The Red Line is the spine of the business district for this community," she

said. "This has been a long time coming."

The rebuilt stations would also include escalators and elevators, something
that is sorely lacking now, said Yvonne Kincaid, who works with senior

citizens in the area.



"They want to get out," she said. "I see the sadness in their face because they
really want to get out" but can't board the Red Line in Edgewater if they are
disabled.

Officials also said the tracks would be 4 to 5 feet higher off the ground, with an
open area below, possibly making room for parking spaces, a dog park or

anything else the community wanted.

The CTA also plans to buy and then tear down the Toyota dealership and

Public Storage building at North Broadway and Hollywood Avenue for a
construction staging area. The property would later be marketed toward

transit-oriented developments.

There also are plans to use portions of the Jewel parking lot at Berwyn Avenue

and the tracks for construction equipment and materials, officials said.
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M oving Ahead to a Better Red Improving your commute. Improving your community.

You’re invited to attend CTA open houses on the
Red and Purple Modernization (RPM) Phase One Projects

These facilities are accessible to people with disabilities.

Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Red-Purple Bypass

Wednesday, May 21, 2014 Thursday, May 22, 2014

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Truman Community College — Wilson Lobby 19th District Police Department

1145 W. Wilson Ave, Chicago, IL 60640 850 W. Addision St, Chicago, IL 60613
This location is served by: This location is served by:

CTA Wilson station (Red Line) and CTA Bus #78 CTA Addison station (Red Line) and
Montrose, #36 Broadway CTA Bus #152 Addison, #8 Halsted

Each open house will focus on one specific Phase One project and the public is invited to attend both meetings.
At the open houses, you will learn more about the RPM Phase One Projects, anticipated project benefits and
impacts, and have the opportunity to provide feedback.

What’s new with RPM?

Since the RPM open house meeting in February 2012, CTA has been evaluating the benefits and potential impacts
of the RPM improvements. We would like to share with you information about the proposed first phase of RPM
improvements, which would include two main components:

1. Red-Purple Bypass: Construction of a rail bypass north of the Belmont station to eliminate delays
where the Red, Purple, and Brown lines all intersect and trains must stand and wait for other trains
to pass.

2. Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization: Modernizing over one mile of rail track and completely
rebuilding four aging stations: Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr, including adding elevators
at each station to make them accessible to customers with disabilities and limited mobility.

CTA welcomes your comments and feedback on each of the RPM Phase One Projects. The RPM improvements are
part of CTA’s Red Ahead Program, a comprehensive initiative for maintaining, modernizing, and expanding Chicago’s
most-traveled rail line.

Do you require assistance?
If you require an interpreter, including sign language services, or other accommodations at this meeting, contact
Jeff Wilson, CTA Government and Community Relations Officer, at least five days prior to the meeting at 312-681-2712

or JWilson@transitchicago.com.

Para informacion en Espariol, llame al 312-681-2712

3a nHdhopmaumen Ha pycckom, 3BoHUTe Nno TenedoHy 312-681-2712
R EH, FBITEF 312-681-2712

Customer Information: 1-888-YOUR-CTA (1-888-968-7282)

BUILDING A NEW
@ RPMe@transitchicago.com transitchicago.com/rpmproject n /thecta y@cta C)tl)l‘(ciG)e
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M oving Ahead to a Better Red Improving your commute. Improving your community.

Usted esta invitado a una reunién abierta al publico sobre los proyetos de la
Primera Fase del Proyecto de Modernizacion de la Linea
Roja y Morada (RPM)

Las instalaciones son accesibles para las personas con discapacidad.

Modernizacion de Lawrence a Bryn Mawr Proyecto de Circunvalacion de RPM
Miércoles, 21 de Mayo del 2014 Jueves, 22 de Mayo del 2014

5:30 a 7:30 p.m. 5:30 a 7:30 p.m.

Truman Community College — Wilson Lobby 19th District Police Department

1145 W. Wilson Ave, Chicago, IL 60640 850 W. Addison St, Chicago, IL 60613

Este lugar es accesible por: La estacion Wilson de la CTA 'y Este lugar es accesible por: La estacion Addison (Linea Roja)
las rutas de auto bus #78 Montrose, #36 Broadway de la CTAy las rutas de auto bus #152 Addison, #8 Halsted

Cada reunion se enfocara en un proyecto especifico de la primera fase, y el publico esta invitado a atender ambas
reuniones. Durante las reuniones, usted se informara acerca de los proyectos de la Primera Fase del RPM y los
beneficios e impactos anticipados. También tendra la oportunidad de compartir sus preferencias y sugerencias.

¢ Qué hay de nuevo con el RPM?

Desde las ultimas reuniones del RPM en febrero del 2012, CTA ha estado evaluando los beneficios y los posibles
impactos de las mejoras del RPM. Nos gustaria compartir con el publico informacion sobre las mejoras propuestas
en la Primero Fase ase del RPM, las cuales incluyen dos componentes principales:

1. Circunvalaciéon Roja-Morada: Construccion de una circunvalacion de rieles al norte de las estacién
Belmont para eliminar contratiempos donde las lineas Roja, Morada y Café se intersectan y forzan a
que los trenes se detengan esperando que otros pasen.

2. Modernizacién de Lawrence a Bryn Mawr: Se modernizaran mas de una milla de rieles y se
reconstruird por completo cuatro estaciones viejas: Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn y Bryn Mawr,
incluyendo la instalacién de elevadores en cada estacién, haciéndolas mas accesibles a clientes con
discapacidades y movilidad limitada.

CTA con gusto acepta sus comentarios y sugerencias acerca de cada uno de los proyectos de la Primera Fase de
RPM. Las mejoras del RPM son parte del programa Red Ahead Program de la CTA, una iniciativa comprensiva para
mantener, modernizar y extender la linea de tren mas usada en Chicago.

¢.Requiere asistencia?

Si usted necesita un intérprete, incluyendo servicios de lenguaje de sefias, u otros servicios especiales durante
la reunion, comuniquese con Jeff Wilson, oficial de relaciones gubernamentales y comunitarias para la CTA, al
(312) 681-2712 o jwilson@transitchicago.com por lo menos cinco dias antes de la reunion.

Llame al 312-681-2712 para informacion en espanol
Informacion a los clientes: 1-888-968-7282

BUILDING A NEW
@ RPMe@transitchicago.com transitchicago.com/rpmproject n /thecta ’@cta C);I;(C)AkG)e @




Il'}"
Y Yocermization LAWRENCE TO BRYN MAWR MODERNIZATION PROJECT
SPRING 2014 OUTREACH SUMMARY

Appendix A
Meeting Notifications

Press Release

Medlia Articles

Flyers

Website

Social Media Updates
Postcard

E-blasts

Transit Alert Card

City Year Business Distribution Plan and Materials

DRAFT FOR INTERNAL DISCUSSION ONLY



Red & Purple Modernization (RPM)

1of7

Travel Info

How to Ride

http://www.transitchicago.com/rpmproject/

Access

News & Initiatives Shop Online Business About Us

CTA Home : News & Initiatives : Planning & Expansion : Red & Purple Modernization Project

@ the CTA Newsletter
Charter a Train
Developer Center
Going Green

Open Data
Performance
Planning & Expansion

Red Ahead

Red & Purple
Modernization Project

Red Line Extension

Yellow Line Extension

Orange Line Extension

Alternatives Analysis
Studies (and archives)

Circle Line Alternatives
Analysis

Jeffery Jump

Ashland Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT)

Blue Line Forest Pk. Br.

Feas./Vision Study
Press Releases
Public Art
Reports & Notices

System Improvement
Projects

Ventra

Videos

I'ff

RED AHEAD ([ s

Red and Purple Modernization

Rebuilding vital infrastructure for
Chicago’s future

The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) is undertaking the largest capital
improvement project in its history: the Red & Purple Modernization Program.
This major initiative will completely rebuild the northern portion of the Red
Line from Belmont to Howard station and the Purple Line, which extends to
Linden station in Wilmette. The RPM corridor was built close to a century
ago—in 1924—when Calvin Coolidge was President and the Wrigley Building
had just been constructed.

The Red Line is now Chicago’s busiest ‘L’ line, serving some of the most
densely populated neighborhoods in the country, and the number of riders
along this corridor is only growing. In the past five years alone, for example,
rush hour ridership increased by 40 percent.

RPM is an effort to accommodate current and future ridership needs by
comprehensively upgrading tracks and reconstructing stations. RPM will also
increase the number of passengers that pass through these stations by
expanding the number of trains that can travel on the Red Line—an
improvement that will allow CTA to better serve customers for generations to
come.

RPM Summary (.pdf) (en espafiol)
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Winter Preparedness CTA: Red & Purple Modernization (RPM) - Phase One
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RPM is a massive, multi-stage project that is scheduled to be completed in
phases, which allows CTA to make the greatest number of improvements
while minimizing impacts to the surrounding community.

30f7

http://www.transitchicago.com/rpmproject/

6/9/2014 9:43 AM



Red & Purple Modernization (RPM) http://www.transitchicago.com/rpmproject/

Phase One includes two main components:

¢ Red-Purple Bypass Project

e L awrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project

Preliminary, conceptual rendering of Red-Purple Bypass

1. Red-Purple Bypass Project: A bypass would be constructed north of the
Belmont station to eliminate delays where the Red, Purple, and Brown lines
all intersect and trains must stand and wait for other trains to pass.

Preliminary conceptual rendering of a reconstructed Bryn Mawr station

2. Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project: CTA would completely

4 of 7 6/9/2014 9:43 AM
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rebuild the Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr stationsThese new
stations would include modern amenities and elevators to make them fully
accessible to customers with disabilities.

Phase One would also rebuild of all tracks, support structures, bridges, and
viaducts on the mile-plus stretch between these stations, significantly
improving train speed and reliability.

Future phases of RPM would bring the same level of infrastructure and station
improvements to the Red and Purple lines north of Belmont to Linden station
in Wilmette. These improvements are contingent upon funding availability.
CTA will continue to update the public as future phases are planned.

Potentially impacted properties

Information about potentially impacted properties (.pdf)

Red-Purple Bypass Project Map of Potentially Displaced Properties (.pdf)
Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project Map of Potentially Displaced

Properties (.pdf)

Where We Are Now: Environmental
Assessments

In order for CTA to pursue federal funding for these projects, two
Environmental Assessments (EAS) are being conducted for both projects
within Phase One. The EAs analyze community and environmental impacts in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Open House Meetings to be Held in May 2014

As part of the environmental phase, CTA will share specific information,
including benefits and impacts of the Phase One projects with the public. Staff
will also answer questions regarding each of the Phase One improvement

http://www.transitchicago.com/rpmproject/
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projects at two open house meetings scheduled for May 21 and 22, 2014.
Public input received at these meetings will be part of environmental review
processes and taken under consideration for further project development.

Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project

Wednesday, May 21, 2014

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Truman College

1145 W Wilson Ave.

Chicago, IL

This location is served by: CTA Red Line Wilson station, and CTA
Buses #78 Montrose , and #36 Broadway

See meeting exhibit boards (.pdf)

Red-Purple Bypass Project

Thursday, May 22, 2014

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

19th District Police Department

850 W Addison St.

Chicago, IL

This location is served by: CTA Red Line Addison station, and CTA
Buses #152 Addison, and #8 Halsted

See meeting exhibit boards (.pdf)

Each open house will focus on one specific Phase One project. The public is
invited to attend both meetings.

Meeting Flyers: English/espafiol

These facilities are accessible to people with disabilities.

Next Steps

Throughout summer and fall 2014, CTA will be conducting additional
environmental analysis for both projects. Once the environmental analysis is
complete, the Environmental Assessment will be prepared and made
available to the public for review. Additional public meetings will be held at
that time to obtain additional public feedback on the benefits and impacts of
the proposed Phase One projects.

http://www.transitchicago.com/rpmproject/
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Continuing dialogue with the public

Complete FTA Complete
RPM and publish Concurrence Start F’hage ‘One‘
Open EAs—Host | |  —— Construction bmr'(:_?gr‘g
Houses Public Apply for (34 year period) stations and
Hearings Engineering faster service
Spring Spring Fall 2015 2017
2014 2015

Stay Informed!

If you would like to be added to the RPM contact list for meeting notices and
future updates about the RPM Program, please contact:

Chicago Transit Authority

Strategic Planning & Policy, 10th Floor
Attn: RPM Project

567 W. Lake Street

Chicago, IL 60661-1465

Or e-mail RPM@transitchicago.com.

©2014 Chicago Transit Authority | Terms of Use | Privacy | Unsubscribe | Jobs | Contact Us | RSS | Social Media

Phone: TTY:
1-888-YOUR-CTA 1-888-CTA-TTY1
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RED AHEAD
Red-Purple Bypass Project

“Your attention please: We are standing momentarily, waiting for signal
clearance. We expect to be moving shortly.” This message is heard on a
daily basis by up to 150,000 customers who travel through the busy rail
intersection where the Red, Purple, and Brown lines meet.

Currently, when northbound Brown Line trains travel across this intersection,
any northbound or southbound Red or Purple line train approaching this
intersection must stop and wait for signal clearance. This means as many as
three Red and Purple line trains may be simultaneously delayed. This
outdated track configuration dates back to 1907 and was designed to provide
local and express service, rather than connect three separate routes as it
does today.

Read a brochure about this project (.pdf) (en espafiol)

http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/bypass.aspx[7/9/2014 8:34:10 AM]
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CTA Red-Purple Bypass Project

Northbound Red Line

Northbound Purple Line

Southbound Brown & Purple Lines (Loop)
Southbound Red Line

Belmont Station
Northbound Brown Line

Belmont Station

Red-Purple Bypass

Project

Lawrence to Bryn Mawr

Modernization Project

EAQs Fig. 1: The current track configuration just north of Belmont requires up to
Documents three Red and Purple line trains to stop and wait for a single Brown Line train
to cross. This happens throughout every weekday, but more frequently during
rush hour when trains must wait for signal clearance every three to four
minutes. This configuration can produce rippling delays to services on all four
tracks, delaying over 40 percent of all weekday Red, Purple, and Kimball-
bound Brown Line trains.

http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/bypass.aspx[7/9/2014 8:34:10 AM]


http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/

CTA Red-Purple Bypass Project

Northbound Red Line
Northbound Purple Line

Southbound Brown & Purple Lines (Loop)
Northbound Brown Li-ne

Belmont Station
Southbound Red Line

Belmont Station

Fig. 2: A bypass would provide a dedicated track for Brown Line trains. This
means trains and thousands of customers traveling on all four tracks will no
longer need to stop and wait for signal clearance at this intersection.

http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/bypass.aspx[7/9/2014 8:34:10 AM]




CTA Red-Purple Bypass Project

As part of the first phase of the Red and Purple Modernization (RPM)
Project, CTA plans to construct a new Red-Purple Bypass at this intersection
to increase the speed and efficiency of all Red, Purple, and Brown line trains.
This improvement would eliminate the need for trains to stop and check or
wait for clearance from crossing trains. With the new bypass, northbound
Brown Line trains would proceed along a dedicated rail line without physically
crossing Red and Purple line tracks.

With a bypass, Brown Line trains would proceed along a dedicated track
providing a range of benefits.

Reduces delays and crowding and improves reliability.

Allows CTA to increase the number of trains on the Red Line by up to 30
percent.

Allows CTA to add six to nine more trains per hour during rush hour
periods as ridership grows.

Speeds Red and Purple line trains by 60 percent through this intersection.
Saves customers a half million travel hours each year.

Conceptual Renderings

Preliminary conceptual rendering of Red-Purple Bypass

Another conceptual rendering of Red-Purple Bypass, with transit-oriented
development

http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/bypass.aspx[7/9/2014 8:34:10 AM]



CTA Red-Purple Bypass Project

Transit Oriented Development

We'll be working with developers to create transit-oriented development after
the bypass is built. These are some conceptual renderings of how that
development might look:

Conceptual rendering of development at Wilton/School

Conceptual rendering of development at Belmont/Wilton

http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/bypass.aspx[7/9/2014 8:34:10 AM]



CTA Red-Purple Bypass Project

Conceptual rendering of development at Clark/Buckingham

Potentially impacted properties in RPM Phase
One

Information about potentially impacted properties (.pdf)
)| A Bypa i AL i Di pla )|

Environmental Review

CTA and FTA are conducting an Environmental Assessment, in accordance
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), for the Red-Purple
Bypass Project in order to qualify for federal funding for the project. There are
multiple opportunities to provide feedback throughout this process, including a
public hearing once the Environmental Assessment is prepared.

The Environmental Assessment will include an evaluation of a No-Build
Alternative and a Build Alternative. The Environmental Assessment will
describe the alternatives, the existing environmental setting, the potential
impacts from construction and operation of the alternatives, and proposed
mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate potential impacts.

The purpose of this Environmental Assessment process is to study, in a
public setting, the effects of the proposed project and its alternatives on the
quality of the human and natural environment. Areas of investigation for this
project include, but are not limited to:

« Property displacements and relocations
« Parks and recreational facilities

« Neighborhood and community

« Visual and aesthetic conditions

« Noise and vibration

« Safety and security

« Historic and cultural resources

« Temporary construction impacts

« Land Use / Economic Development

The majority of these resources are expected to experience benefits or
minimal permanent impacts after implementing the proposed mitigation
strategies.

Open House Meeting to be Held in May 2014

http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/bypass.aspx[7/9/2014 8:34:10 AM]


http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8815
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8871

CTA Red-Purple Bypass Project

As part of the environmental phase, CTA will share specific information,
including benefits and impacts of the Phase One projects with the public.
Staff will also answer questions regarding each of the Phase One
improvement projects at two open house meetings scheduled for May 21 and
22, 2014. Public input received at these meetings will be part of
environmental review processes and taken under consideration for further
project development.

Red-Purple Bypass Project

Thursday, May 22, 2014

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

19th District Police Department, 850 W Addison St.

This location is served by: CTA Red Line Addison station, CTA Buses
#152 Addison, and #8 Halsted

Get directions

See the exhibit boards shown at the Red-Purple Bypass Project
meeting (.pdf)

This open house will focus on the Red-Purple Bypass Project. An additional
open house is planned for May 21 on another Phase One project, the

Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project. The public is invited to attend
both meetings.

This facility is accessible to people with disabilities.

Stay Informed!

If you would like to be added to the RPM contact list for meeting notices and
future updates about the RPM Program, please contact:

Chicago Transit Authority
Strategic Planning, 10th Floor
Attn: RPM Program

567 W. Lake Street

Chicago, IL 60661-1465

Email: RPM@transitchicago.com

©2014 Chicago Transit Authority | |

Phone: @ TTY: E-mail:
1-888-YOUR-CTA 1-888-CTA-TTY1 feedback @transitchicago.com

http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/bypass.aspx[7/9/2014 8:34:10 AM]


http://www.transitchicago.com/terms.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/privacy.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/contact/unsubscribe.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/careers
http://www.transitchicago.com/contact/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/rss/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/social
http://www.transitchicago.com/guide/default.aspx
javascript:window.open('http://www.transitchicago.com/default.aspx','_top');
javascript:window.open('http://www.transitchicago.com/guide/pl/default.aspx','_top');
javascript:window.open('http://www.transitchicago.com/guide/zh/default.aspx','_top');
javascript:window.open('http://www.transitchicago.com/guide/es/default.aspx','_top');
http://www.transitchicago.com/contact/email.aspx
https://goo.gl/maps/IecI1
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8873
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8873
mailto:RPM@transitchicago.com

CTA Red & Purple Modernization: Project Docs

Accessibility | Mobile | Help | Contact | Site Map

[ — >

Chicago Transit Authority

Travel Info How to Ride News & Initiatives Shop Online Business About Us

CTA Home : News & Initiatives : Planning & Expansion : Red & Purple Modernization Project [ E-mail & Print  Share:

Quick Links

Fl B BN

@ the CTA Newsletter

Charter a Train RED A HEA D @modemiraﬁan

Developer Center

. Schedules Maps Alerts
Going Green
L
Open Data '*.H
|
Performance Transit Ventra Fare Info
Trackers

Planning & Expansion

Red Ahead

. Red & Purple
Modernization Project

Plan a trip

Start (e.g. O'Hare Airport)

i e

End (e.g. 1 N State St, Chicago, IL)

Yellow Line Extension Red & Purple MOdernlzation

_omsewesensn — Project Documents

Alternatives Analysis Google Maps e
Studies (and archives) o Trip Planner 2

......................................... Phase One Projects

(@© Leave Now More

Circle Line Alternatives . RPM Phase One Summar (en es aﬁol) About trip planners (and more options)..
Analysi . .
ySIS ________________________ « Red-Purple Bypass Project Brochure (en espafiol)
Jeffery Jump « Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project Brochure (en espaiiol) System Status
----------------------------- e . . . .
Ashland Bus Rapid Information about potentially impacted properties .
Transit (BRT) Trains:
""""""""""""""""""""""""" Normal Service
Blue Line Forest Pk. Br. . . . .
Feas./Vision Study Environmental Review Normal Service
« Alternatives Considered Normal Service
Press Releases
« Summer 2013 Newsletter e e Planned Work
Public Art w/Station(s) Bypassed
Normal Service
Reports & Notices H
. Materials from May 2014 Open Houses Normal Service
Sys_tem Improvement « RPM Phase One Announcement of May Community Meetings Normal Service
Frojects (en M) (.pdfs) Yellow Line Normal Service
Ventra « Exhibit boards shown at the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization
Project meeting (.pdf) Buses:
Videos « Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project Map of Potentially Routes with Current Alerts (View All):
) Displaced Properties (.pdf) 1 2 3 4 6 z
Winter Preparedness « Exhibit boards shown at the Red-Purple Bypass Project meeting (.pdf) 8 10 u4 15 18 2
« Red-Purple Bypass Project Map of Potentially Displaced Properties (.pdf) € 28 B I D 4
47 49 50 51 52 2A
55A 56 59 60 62 66
", Materials from February 2012 Update Meetings T
m . 132 1 170 174 172 192
¥ Modemization . Exhibit Boards (5 MB .pdf)
 Handout (0.27 MB .pdf) More:

See all Alerts Accessibility
Quick Links

http://www.transitchicago.com/news _initiatives/planning/rpm/documents.aspx[7/9/2014 8:34:58 AM]


http://www.transitchicago.com/
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/documents.aspx?print=y
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/newsletter.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/chartertrain.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/developers/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/goinggreen/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/data/
http://www.transitchicago.com/performance/
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/redahead/
http://www.transitchicago.com/rpmproject/
http://www.transitchicago.com/rpmproject/
http://www.transitchicago.com/redeis/
http://www.transitchicago.com/yelloweis/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/orangeeis/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/altanalysis.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/altanalysis.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/circle.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/circle.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/jefferyproject/
http://www.transitchicago.com/westernashlandbrt/
http://www.transitchicago.com/westernashlandbrt/
http://www.transitchicago.com/blueweststudy/
http://www.transitchicago.com/blueweststudy/
http://www.transitchicago.com/news/default.aspx?Month=&Year=&Category=2
http://www.transitchicago.com/art/
http://www.transitchicago.com/news/reports.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/projects/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/projects/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/ventra/
http://www.transitchicago.com/videos/
http://www.transitchicago.com/winterprep/
http://www.transitchicago.com/rpmproject
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8768
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8867
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8766
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8868
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8767
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8869
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8815
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/planning/rpm/alternatives.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8059
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8769
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8770
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8874
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8874
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8872
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8872
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8873
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=8871
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=5884
http://www.transitchicago.com/asset.aspx?AssetId=5891
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/schedules.aspx?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/schedules.aspx?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/maps/default.aspx?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/maps/default.aspx?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/systemalerts.aspx?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/systemalerts.aspx?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.transitchicago.com/tracker/?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.transitchicago.com/tracker/?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.transitchicago.com/tracker/?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.ventrachicago.com/
http://www.ventrachicago.com/
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/fares/default.aspx?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/fares/default.aspx?source_quicklinks=1
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/trip_planner.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/trip_planner.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/systemalerts.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/systemalerts.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/accessibility_status.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/systemguide/redline.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/systemguide/blueline.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/systemguide/brownline.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/systemguide/greenline.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/railstatus.aspx#312
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/railstatus.aspx#312
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/systemguide/orangeline.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/systemguide/purpleline.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/systemguide/pinkline.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/systemguide/yellowline.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/bus_status.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=158
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=159
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=160
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=162
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=165
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=166
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=167
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=171
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=174
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=175
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=177
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=181
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=183
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=184
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=190
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=335
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=193
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=195
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=196
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=198
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=202
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=203
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=204
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=205
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=214
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=217
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=220
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=221
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=222
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=228
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=233
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=238
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=240
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=247
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=258
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=265
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=279
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=292
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=297
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=298
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=299
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/busroute.aspx?RouteId=302
http://www.transitchicago.com/
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/accessibility.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/mobile/
http://www.transitchicago.com/faq/help.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/contact/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/sitemap.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/travel_information/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/riding_cta/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/news_initiatives/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/fares_gifts/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/business/default.aspx
http://www.transitchicago.com/about/default.aspx

CTA Red & Purple Modernization: Project Docs

« Home

Scoping Report
About Re 1 Purg i

Red-Purple Bypass -pdf)

Project

Lawrence to Bryn Mawr
Modernization Project

EAQs

Documents

Appendix A: Public Participation Plan (0.33 MB .pdf)

Appendix B: Notice of Intent (0.17 MB .pdf)

Appendix C: Participating Agencies (0.12 MB .pdf)

Appendix D: Participating Agency Invitation Letters (0.86 MB .pdf)

Appendix E: Agency Scoping Meeting (2.3 MB .pdf)
(Sign-in sheet and meeting minutes)

Appendix F: Agencies and Organizations Notified of Scoping (0.29 MB
.pdf)

Appendix G: Notification Materials (11.8 MB .pdf)
(Direct Mailer, Transit Card, E-mail Blast, Newspaper Ads, Legal Notice,
Village and Library Flyer, Media Release)

Appendix H: Scoping Meeting Materials (3.4 MB .pdf)

(Comment Sheet, Speaker Card, Scoping Information Books)
Appendix |: Meeting Exhibit Boards (3.4 MB .pdf)
Appendix J: Public Scoping Meeting Transcripts (3.0 MB .pdf)
Appendix K: Public Scoping Written Comments

o 1-100 (11.7 MB .pdf)

o 101-150 (7.3 MB .pdf)

o 151-200 (9.2 MB .pdf)

o 201-300 (11.7 MB .pdf)

o 301-400 (9.0 MB .pdf)

o 401-500 (8.8 MB .pdf)

o 501-600 (8.8 MB .pdf)

o 601-700 (8.3 MB .pdf)

o 701-809 (10.0 MB .pdf)

o 810-900 (8.7 MB .pdf)

o 901-1,000 (8.8 MB .pdf)

o 1,001-1,100 (7.5 MB .pdf)

o 1,101-1.200 (7.9 MB .pdf)

o 1,201-1,300 (8.8 MB .pdf)

o 1.301-1.375 (8.4 MB .pdf)

o 1,376-1.450 (9.0 MB .pdf)

o 1.451-1,514 (9.0 MB .pdf)

« Appendix L: Agency Scoping Comments (3.3 MB .pdf)
Scoping Booklets

e English Language Scoping Booklet (1.4 MB .pdf)
« Spanish Language Scoping Booklet (en Espafiol, 1.4 MB .pdf)

Exhibit Boards from Scoping Meetings
o Boards from January 2011 meetings (3.2 MB .pdf)

Federal Register Notices

Intent To Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for Pr Transit

Improvements to the North Red and Purple Lines, Cook County, IL (1/3/2011
.pdf via gpo.gov)

lemental Noti f Inten Pr re_an Environmental Im men
(6/26/2012 .pdf via gpo.gov)
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CTA Red & Purple Modernization: Project Docs

Technical Handouts from Scoping Meetings

Each of the following is a technical handout about the stated topic:

e ADA Access (0.5 MB .pdf)

« [nfrastructure Descriptions (0.2 MB .pdf)
o Stop Consolidation & Secondary Entrances (0.1 MB .pdf)

e Transit Projects and Your Property (0.1 MB .pdf)
o Viaduct Work (0.7 MB .pdf)

North Red & Purple Lines Vision Study
o North Red & Purple Lines Vision Study (2009-2010)
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CTA Red & Purple Modernization: Lawrence to Bryn Mawr

cta) Chicago Transit Authority
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RED AHEAD

Lawrence to Bryn Mawr
Modernization Project

The first phase of the Red and Purple Modernization (RPM) Project would
completely rebuild the Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr stations.
While CTA has made some improvements to these stations in recent years,
the main support structures for all four stations were built in the early 1900’s
and the very narrow station platforms do not allow for many necessary
upgrades like elevators. Over 4.7 million transit trips in 2013 began at these
stations, and customers with disabilities, families, and others who use these
stations or live nearby would benefit from the elevator access and wider
platforms proposed.

Read a brochure about this project (pdf) (en espafoal)

Preliminary, conceptual rendering of a reconstructed Bryn Mawr station

By building new modern stations, CTA would be able to add amenities
for customers:

« Elevators and other improvements for full ADA accessibility for customers
with disabilities
« Wider platforms for faster boarding and less crowding

« Better lighting and customer security features, longer canopies, more
benches, and wind screens

« Real-time information boards
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CTA Red & Purple Modernization: Lawrence to Bryn Mawr

Red-Purple Bypass

Project

Lawrence to Bryn Mawr
Modernization Project

Preliminary, conceptual rendering of a reconstructed Bryn Mawr station

Preliminary, conceptual rendering of a reconstructed station interior

Similar station improvements would be made to all Red Line stations north of
Belmont station and all Purple Line stations in future phases of RPM.

Conceptual rendering of development at Broadway/Ainslie
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Potentially impacted properties in RPM Phase One

Information about potentially impacted properties (.pdf)
Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project Map of Potentially Displaced
Properties (.pdf)

New tracks and infrastructure for faster,
more reliable rides

The first phase of RPM would also include extensive track work that would
create a faster, smoother, and quieter ride for customers along what is now
aging, slow-zone plagued tracks. New track, support structures, bridges, and
viaducts would be built along the mile plus stretch between the Lawrence and
Bryn Mawr stations, eliminating many deteriorated structures that have
become neighborhood eyesores.

Preliminary, conceptual rendering of new structure spanning adjacent alley

The reconstruction of stations, tracks and infrastructure would benefit the
28,000 daily trips that begin or end at the stations in this corridor, the 45,000
people that live within a half mile of these stations, and the almost 80,000
train trips that travel through this area every weekday. This project is
intended to not only improve transit service but also support economic
development initiatives and encourage transit oriented development within
the Uptown and Edgewater communities.

Preliminary, conceptual rendering of a reconstructed viaduct
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CTA Red & Purple Modernization: Lawrence to Bryn Mawr

Environmental Review

CTA and FTA are conducting an Environmental Assessment, in accordance
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), for the Lawrence to Bryn
Mawr Modernization Project in order to qualify for federal funding for the
project. There are multiple opportunities to provide feedback throughout this
process, including a public hearing once the Environmental Assessment is
prepared.

The Environmental Assessment will include an evaluation of a No-Build
Alternative and a Build Alternative. The Environmental Assessment will
describe the alternatives, the existing environmental setting, the potential
impacts from construction and operation of the alternatives, and proposed
mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate potential impacts.

The purpose of this Environmental Assessment process is to study, in a
public setting, the effects of the proposed project and its alternatives on the
quality of the human and natural environment. Areas of investigation for this
project include, but are not limited to:

« Property displacements and relocations
« Neighborhood and community

« Visual and aesthetic conditions

« Noise and vibration

« Safety and security

« Historic and cultural resources

« Temporary construction impacts

¢ Land Use / Economic Development

The majority of these resources are expected to experience benefits or
minimal permanent impacts after implementing the proposed mitigation
strategies.

Open House Meeting to be Held in May 2014

As part of the environmental phase, CTA will share specific information,
including benefits and impacts of the Phase One projects with the public.
Staff will also answer questions regarding each of the Phase One
improvement projects at two open house meetings scheduled for May 21 and
22, 2014. Public input received at these meetings will be part of
environmental review processes and taken under consideration for further
project development.

Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project
Wednesday, May 21, 2014

5:30pm — 7:30pm

Truman College, 1145 W Wilson Ave
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CTA Red & Purple Modernization: Lawrence to Bryn Mawr

This location is served by: CTA Red Line Wilson station, and CTA
Buses #36 Broadway, and #78 Montrose
Get directions

See the exhibit boards shown at the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr
Modernization Project meeting (.pdf)

This open house will focus on the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization
Project. An additional open house is planned for May 22 on another Phase

One project, the Red-Purple Bypass Project. The public is invited to attend
both meetings.

This facility is accessible to people with disabilities.

Stay Informed!

If you would like to be added to the project mailing or email list for meeting
notices and future updates about the RPM Project, please contact:

Chicago Transit Authority

Strategic Planning & Policy, 10th Floor
Attn: RPM Project

567 W. Lake Street

Chicago, IL 60661-1465

Email: RPM@transitchicago.com

©2014 Chicago Transit Authority | Terms of Use | Privacy | Unsubscribe | Jobs | Contact Us | RSS | Social Media #® Languages [En] [PI] [Zh] [Es]

Phone: @ TTY: E-mail:
1-888-YOUR-CTA 1-888-CTA-TTY1 feedback @transitchicago.com
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RED AHEAD
Frequently Asked Questions

What is the RPM Program?

The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) proposes to rehabilitate and rebuild the
Red and Purple lines from just north of Belmont station to Linden station.

Once fully realized, the Red and Purple Modernization (RPM) Program could
double passenger capacity and bring the line into a state of good repair for
the next 60 to 80 years. The entire infrastructure along the Red and Purple
lines north of Belmont station would be at least repaired and rehabilitated,
and most of it would be fully rebuilt. Improvements made along this area
would help bring the existing transit line into a state of good repair, reduce
travel times, improve access to job markets and destinations, and provide
improved access to people with disabilities.

RPM is part of CTA’'s Red Ahead Program, a comprehensive initiative for
maintaining, modernizing, and expanding Chicago’s most-traveled rail line. All
Red Ahead Projects are mutually beneficial; an improvement in one area of
the Red Line benefits the entire Red line.

Why do the North Red and Purple lines need to be modernized?

Simply put, the Red and Purple lines have reached the end of their useful life
spans. Most tracks and bridges are nearly 100 years old. Continuing to
operate a busy rail line on this outdated infrastructure results in unusually
high maintenance costs, the need for frequent repairs that disrupt service
and slow travel, and outdated stations that can’t accommodate modern
amenities for our customers.

This section of the Red and Purple lines carries more than 20 percent of all
CTA rail rides and serves customers in some of the densest neighborhoods
in Chicago. Rush hour ridership has jumped 40 percent in the last five years
alone. The aging Red Line has reached capacity, and CTA cannot add trains
to meet rising demand. If nothing is done, trains would grow even more
crowded and service would deteriorate further.

What is Phase One of the RPM Program?

The first phase of the RPM improvements would include two main
components:

1. Red-Purple Bypass Project: Construction of a bypass north of the
Belmont station to eliminate delays where the Red, Purple, and Brown
lines all intersect and trains must stand and wait for other trains to pass.

2. Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project: Completely
rebuilding four aging stations: Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn
Mawr, including adding elevators at each station to make them
accessible to customers with disabilities and limited mobility.

Future phases of RPM would bring the same level of infrastructure and
station improvements to the Red and Purple lines from north of Belmont
station to the Linden station in Wilmette.
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What is the Red-Purple Bypass Project?

Phase One of RPM includes the RPM Bypass Project, where a rail bypass
would be constructed north of the Belmont station to eliminate delays where
the Red, Purple, and Brown lines all intersect and trains must stand and wait
for other trains to pass.

Currently, when northbound Brown Line trains travel across this intersection,
any northbound or southbound Red or Purple line train approaching this
intersection must stop and wait for signal clearance as the Brown Line train
makes a left turn from the right track crossing the Red and Purple line tracks.
This means as many as three Red and Purple line trains may be
simultaneously delayed while waiting for a Brown Line train to cross the
intersection. This outdated track configuration dates to 1907 and was
designed to provide local and express service, rather than connect three
separate routes as it does today.

Construction of a new bypass at this intersection would increase the speed
and efficiency of all Red, Purple, and Brown line trains, since it would
eliminate the need for trains to stop and check or wait for clearance from
crossing trains. With the new bypass, northbound Brown Line trains would
proceed along a dedicated rail line without physically crossing Red and
Purple line tracks.

The new bypass would reduce delays by one minute per train, and increase
the number of trains CTA can run along the Red Line by up to 30 percent.
Constructing this bypass alone would allow CTA to add up to six to nine
additional trains per hour during rush hour. In addition, this improvement
would:

« Be the largest capacity improvement element in the RPM corridor

« Allow Red and Purple Line trains to travel up to 60 percent faster through
the intersection than today

* Save customers half a million hours a year in travel time
« Allow for additional service and less crowding
« Improve reliability for all Red, Purple and Brown Line trains

What is the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project?

The first phase of the Red and Purple Modernization (RPM) Project would
completely rebuild the Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr stations.
While CTA has made some improvements to these stations in recent years,
the main support structures for all four stations were built in the early 1900’s
and the very narrow station platforms do not allow for many necessary
upgrades like elevators. Over 4.7 million transit trips in 2013 began at these
stations, and customers with disabilities, families, and others who use these
stations or live nearby would benefit from the elevator access and wider
platforms proposed. By building new modern stations, CTA would be able to
add amenities for customers:

« Elevators and other improvements for full ADA accessibility for customers
with disabilities
« Wider platforms for faster boarding and less crowding

« Better lighting and customer security features, longer canopies, more
benches, and wind screens

+ Real-time information boards

How were the Phase One projects identified?

CTA considered the entire RPM corridor and looked to identify a package of
projects that brought the greatest amount of benefits to Red and Purple Line
riders, while minimizing impacts to the surrounding community which relies
upon these rail lines for their daily travel needs. The proposed Phase One
projects would benefit 88% of all current RPM trips, 110,000 every weekday.
The two projects combined would save customers using the RPM corridor
over a million hours of travel time a year.

1. Red-Purple Bypass Project:
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« The Red-Purple Bypass project would speed up travel, reduce delay, and
increase reliability for all Red, Purple, and Brown Line trains by removing
a major bottleneck

« This project would be the single largest capacity expansion and time
savings-element of all the improvements considered in the RPM corridor

« The 150,000 rides every weekday on Red, Purple and Brown Line trains
that have to travel through this intersection would benefit from the
improved reliability and reduction in delay

2. Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project:

« The Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project would replace over
one mile of 90 year old retaining wall embankment — the most difficult
RPM structures to maintain

« Over 28,000 trips currently begin or end at the stations being
reconstructed

« The almost 80,000 trips that currently travel through this section would
benefit from the faster service, and smoother ride once the project is
complete

« Approximately 45,000 people live within one half mile of these stations,
which is twice as dense as the average Chicago neighborhood

* None of the stations in this section are currently accessible to people with
disabilities
« This project would continue the construction of consistent modern

infrastructure from the adjacent Wilson Station reconstruction Project
starting this year

What is an Environmental Assessment (EA)?

An Environmental Assessment is an environmental process that provides for
analysis of the construction and operation of projects, with public input and
comments. The document, referred to as an EA, identifies beneficial and
adverse impacts to the built and natural environment. This can include
studies of potential noise and vibration impacts, historic district and historic
building impacts, and impacts to the community during construction and
operations. The EA defines how to avoid or mitigate these potential impacts,
whether through design changes, sound barriers, or property acquisition if the
impact is substantial. The EA process includes public input and comment
throughout the duration of the project. For RPM Phase 1, two EAs will be
prepared: one EA for the RPM Bypass Project, and one EA for the
Uptown/Edgewater Stations Project.

How would my riding experience be improved?

Stations would be equipped with the following amenities to improve the
overall customer experience:

« Wider platforms

« Wider stairwells

« New elevators (ADA access)

« Additional turnstiles

+ New lighting

« New signage, including Braille

« Additional bike parking

« Longer, modern steel-framed, translucent canopies
« More benches and windscreens

Reconstructed tracks and structures would allow CTA to provide the
following improved customer experience:

« Faster speed
« More reliable service
* Less waiting
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« Fewer delays

« Less crowding as ridership grows
* Smother track

Quieter ride

Why is ADA access important?

ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) improvements provide access to transit
services for people who may have difficulty navigating stairs or require
specific audio and/or visual cues. ADA access makes sure that that more
people can access and benefit from the transit service enhancements.

Could CTA simply install an elevator to modernize the stations?

CTA has drawn up some conceptual designs that would allow for installation
of elevators in stations without widening right-of-way, but the designs would
result in a station similar to how Granville and Loyola work today, with long
narrow walkways and tight clearances.

What ADA changes would be made to stations as part of the
Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project?

The four stations included in the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Project (Lawrence,
Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr) are not currently ADA accessible and have
limited accessibility for the elderly, people with disabilities, and people with
children and strollers. These stations have also been identified by the CTA's
Infrastructure Accessibility Task Force as the highest priority stations in the
RPM corridor. As part of RPM Phase One, these four stations would receive
elevators. These stations would include elements that make it easier for all
people, especially people with disabilities, to navigate and understand how to
access the transit service. ADA improvements would include improved
signage; adding visual and audible way-finding; improved lighting in and
around stationhouses; firmer, more defined surfaces; and improved weather
protection for customers on sidewalks and platforms in addition to the
elevator access provisions.

How would construction impact my neighborhood and my
commute?

Temporary street closures may be required part of the construction process
in order for construction crews to be effective and efficient in a manner that is
safe for both the crews and local residents and their property. If street
closures are required, CTA would coordinate with residents and businesses
to ensure continued access to property. Temporary station closures may be
necessary to complete the station and track reconstruction. Partial track
closures may delay trains or require trains to bypass stations in one direction,
which could result in slightly longer commutes. To reduce impacts, CTA
would:

« Complement existing bus routes with bus shuttles, as necessary
« Notify customers of any changes in service

« Continue to perform engineering studies with the goal of reducing
construction impacts

How would CTA fund this proposed project?

New federal funding sources have become available for projects such as
RPM Phase 1. State and local funds would still need to cover over half of
project costs. CTA would continue to work with local, state, and federal
agencies and elected officials to secure the necessary funding to keep this
project moving forward with the support of the community. CTA is looking at
cost saving strategies through alternate construction and financing methods.
One approach on cost saving strategies is a Public-Private Partnership to
reduce risk and provide cost efficiencies.

What is a PPP and what are the advantages?

PPP stands for public—private partnership, an agreement between a
government agency and a private entity in which the private business venture
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will take on more responsibilities earlier in the project development process
compared to the typical process. The main advantage of a PPP is that it
would allow CTA to harness the expertise and efficiencies of the private
sector to provide a public service.

Will CTA be selling aline?
No, the CTA will not sell or lease any transit lines.

Does a PPP mean that a 3rd party will operate the trains?

No, CTA union employees will continue to operate the trains. CTA is not
exploring a PPP where operational control in any way is transferred to a 3rd

party.

Would fares increase because of this project?

Fares would not increase because this is a capital improvement project that
would require funding from federal and/or state sources. Fare revenue is only
used for operating expenses.

Would CTA need to acquire private property for these projects?
How does CTA acquire private property for a project?

Some private commercial and residential properties are anticipated to be
required to construct the RPM Phase One improvements. Properties are
required to expand station platforms, remove slow and uncomfortable curves
in the tracks, to construct the Red-Purple bypass tracks, and to stage
construction materials and equipment.

Many large transit infrastructure projects like the RPM Phase One projects
require property acquisition. In 2008, for instance, CTA acquired
approximately 100 properties in order to rebuild and add capacity to the
Brown Line, a project which brought significant station improvements and
added train capacity that CTA customers enjoy today.

For the RPM Project, CTA considered many possible alternatives before
determining which properties may be necessary for Phase One. CTA utilized
innovative engineering techniques during the development of the projects to
reduce neighboring property impacts as much as possible, including
implementing alley-spanning structures and adjusting platform widths and
positions.

To mitigate the impact of acquisition, property owners are protected by the
Federal Uniform Act on relocation assistance and property acquisition.
Property owners would be paid not less than fair market value for their land
and buildings. In some circumstances, if current appraisals are less than the
original property purchase price, an owner may be eligible for compensation
equal to the original purchase price. In addition, CTA must provide financial
assistance and relocation services for property owners as well as commercial
and residential tenants who must move because of the RPM Project.

What are the next steps in the project? What approvals need to
occur before the next stage of the project can continue?

In coming months, CTA will hold community meetings, perform engineering
design, evaluate the alternatives, and prepare the two Environmental
Assessment documents, one each for the Red-Purple Bypass Project and
the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project. The public will have an
opportunity to comment on each Environmental Assessment during a 30-day
public comment period. During the review period, CTA and FTA will host a
public hearing for each project to receive comments on the Environmental
Assessment from the public and agencies. CTA and FTA will review and
respond to all public comments. The FTA will consider each Environmental
Assessment and prepare a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).
Issuance of the FONSI indicates that CTA has satisfied all of the
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act and the project has
mitigated adverse impacts if necessary and is found to have no significant
impacts on the quality of the environment.

What is the estimated project timeline?
The RPM Program is scheduled to be completed in phases. Phasing
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effectively allows CTA to make the greatest amount of improvements to the
Red and Purple lines while minimizing impacts to the surrounding community
which relies upon these rail lines for their daily travel needs. The first phase
of the RPM improvements would include two main components: The Red-
Purple Bypass Project, and the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization
Project. CTA is committed to moving theses projects ahead as quickly as
possible.

Below is an overview of the Phase One schedule:

. Spring 2014 — Summer
Public Outreach 2014
Phase One Environmental Analyses and Conceptual |Summer 2014 — Fall
Engineering 2014
Phase One Draft Environmental Assessments .
Published Spring 2015
Public Hearings Spring 2015
Detailed Design 2015-2016
. Starting as soon as
Construction 2017

How can | receive updates and stay involved throughout the
entire process?

Anyone can request to be added to the RPM contact list by sending an email
to RPM@transitchicago.com. Members of the contact list will receive
upcoming meeting notices and future updates about the RPM Program and
Phase One projects. Information about the program is also available on the
project website, www.transitchicago.com/RPMProject.

If you are part of a community group that would like to learn more about the
RPM Phase One projects, please send information about your organization
and your upcoming meeting dates to us at RPM@transitchicago.com.

How can | provide feedback about the RPM Program?

Community members are welcome to provide feedback about the project by
sending an email to RPM@transitchicago.com or sending a letter to us at the
address below. Although we are not in an official public comment period at
this time your comments still help us as we develop the Environmental
Assessments.

Chicago Transit Authority
Strategic Planning, 10th Floor
Attn: RPM Program

567 W. Lake Street

Chicago, IL 60661-1465

Email: RPM@transitchicago.com
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Red-Purple Bypass
Project

Lawrence to Bryn Mawr
Modernization Project

EAQs

Documents

— more trains which means more riders with less crowding

* Support economic development
— more jobs and new development opportunities

» Improve customer experience
— modern, quiet and smooth ride

Why is the Red and Purple Modernization Program needed?

Simply put, the Red and Purple lines have reached the end of their useful life
spans. Most tracks and bridges are nearly 100 years old. Continuing to
operate a busy rail line on this outdated infrastructure results in unusually
high maintenance costs, the need for frequent repairs that disrupt service
and slow travel, and outdated stations that can’t accommodate modern
amenities for our customers.

This section of the Red and Purple lines carries more than 20 percent of all
CTA rail rides and serves customers in some of the densest neighborhoods
in Chicago. Rush hour ridership has jumped 40 percent in the last five years
alone. The aging Red Line has reached capacity, and CTA cannot add trains
to meet rising demand. If nothing is done, trains would grow even more
crowded and service would deteriorate further.

Current conditions in the RPM corridor call for corrective action:

« Overcrowded trains during rush hour commute

« Outdated stations with very narrow and crowded platforms do not allow for
elevators or upgraded amenities

« Slow service due to deteriorated track conditions (“slow zones”)

« An inefficient crossover intersection where the Red and Brown lines meet,
causing train backups and service delays

« Nearly 100-year-old bridges and viaducts that need to be rebuilt

Potentially impacted properties
Information about potentially impacted properties (.pdf)

Building a better transit experience for our
customers

A massive, multi-stage program scheduled to be completed in phases, RPM
would deliver all the benefits of modern service and infrastructure when it is
completed. Benefits for customers would include:

« Faster, smoother rides — New track, bridges, and viaducts, as well as
electrical upgrades along the entire Red-Purple corridor, would allow CTA
to safely increase the speeds for all trains while also offering a smoother,
quieter ride.

* Modern, comfortable, fully ADA accessible stations along the entire
corridor with elevators, wider platforms, and vastly improved amenities.

« Less crowding and more frequent service — With wider, longer station
platforms along the entire line and upgraded electrical capacity, CTA can
run longer and more frequent trains during rush hour, reducing passenger
wait times and alleviating overcrowding.

Program History

The RPM program has evolved through a series of studies and public
outreach processes that have shaped the development of the program over
time.

Vision Study
The North Red and Purple Lines Vision Study started in fall 2009 and

identified a range of options that could address the purpose and need for
improving the Red-Purple corridor. The vision study provided many
opportunities for the public to be involved, including four public meetings, a
comment period, and a direct mail survey. This early public participation effort
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resulted in more than 1,100 public comments that helped shape the potential
“alternatives” proposed for further study.

Scoping

The process of determining the scope, focus, and content of a project is
known as “scoping.” The scoping process asks agencies and interested
parties to provide input on the proposed project, the purpose and need for
the project, the proposed topics of evaluation, and potential effects and
mitigation measures to be considered.

The official public comment period for scoping for the Red-Purple corridor
concluded on February 18, 2011. CTA thanks everyone who provided
comments during the scoping phase. The comments received are
summarized in the scoping report, available under Project Documents. Input
received during scoping was used to refine the purpose and need and
alternatives, and to direct further analysis of environmental benefits and
impacts. Public input is vital to this process to help planners avoid potential
impacts, and to identify potential mitigation measures.

Early Environmental Analysis

In February 2012, the CTA hosted two open houses on the Red-Purple
corridor and community members gave us valuable input on the project and
the construction alternatives. Since the February 2012 RPM open houses,
CTA has been examining the benefits and potential impacts of the RPM
Program. This massive, multi-stage program is scheduled to be completed in
phases. Phasing effectively allows CTA to make the greatest amount of
improvements to the Red and Purple lines while minimizing impacts to the
surrounding community which relies upon these rail lines for their daily travel
needs. The first phase of the RPM improvements is proposed to include the
Red-Purple Bypass Project and the Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization
Project. The two projects in Phase One will be the subject of separate
Environmental Assessments under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).

Phase One Environmental Assessments

Each Environmental Assessment will describe the alternatives to be
evaluated, the existing environmental setting, potential impacts from
construction and operation, and proposed mitigation measures to reduce or
eliminate potential impacts.

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the FTA require an

Environmental Assessment be conducted for all projects that may
significantly impact the environment and which would require federal dollars.

RPM Phase One
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RPM is a massive, multi-stage program that is scheduled to be completed in
phases, which allows CTA to make the greatest number of improvements
while minimizing impacts to the surrounding community.

Phase One includes two main components:

+ Red-Purple Bypass Project - A bypass would be constructed north of

the Belmont station to eliminate delays where the Red, Purple, and Brown
lines all intersect and trains must stand and wait for other trains to pass.

« Lawrence to Bryn Mawr Modernization Project - CTA would completely
rebuild the Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr stations. These
new stations would include modern amenities and elevators to make them
fully accessible to customers with disabilities.

Phase One would also rebuild all tracks, support structures, bridges, and
viaducts on the mile-plus stretch between these stations, significantly
improving train speed and reliability.

Future phases of RPM would bring the same level of infrastructure and
station improvements to the Red and Purple lines north of Belmont to Linden
station in Wilmette. These improvements are contingent upon funding
availability. CTA will continue to update the public as future phases are
planned.

Project Schedule

At this time, CTA and FTA are preparing Environmental Assessments for the
two Phase One projects, the Red-Purple Bypass Project and the Lawrence to
Bryn Mawr Modernization Project, as part of the environmental review
process. There are multiple opportunities to provide feedback throughout this
process, including a public hearing once the Environmental Assessment is
prepared. The public will have an opportunity to comment on each
Environmental Assessment once it has been prepared during a 30-day public
comment period. CTA and FTA will review and respond to all public
comments.

The FTA will consider each Environmental Assessment and prepare a
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) on each project. Issuance of the
FONSI indicates that CTA has satisfied all of the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act and the project has mitigated adverse impacts if
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About the Red & Purple Modernization

necessary and is found to have no significant impacts on the quality of the

Here is an overview of the Phase One schedule:

Public Outreach Spring 2014

. - . . Summer 2014 — Fall
Environmental analyses and preliminary engineering 2014
Publish Environmental Assessments and host Public |Spring 2015
Hearings
FTA Concurrence and Application into Engineering Fall 2015
Phase
Detailed Design 2015-2016
Construction (3-4 year period) Starting as soon as

2017

Frequently Asked Questions

Get answers to frequently asked guestions about this pr