


January

CTA Diversity Programs hosted the first 

Red Line Extension (RLE) Construction 

Management (CM) Networking Event! 

Community members were invited to 

meet with potential contractors and other 

DBE firms to network and build 

partnerships in advance of the CM 

contract award. 



February

After multiple community meetings and 

months of hard work and analysis, the 

Draft Red Line Extension (RLE) Transit-

Supportive Development (TSD) Plan 

became available for public review.

CTA worked with the City of Chicago 

Department of Planning and 

Development (DPD) to create a guide for 

future development in the long-

disinvested communities located near 

the RLE project area.



March 

President Biden released the Budget 

Recommendation for Fiscal Year 2024, which 

called for $350 million toward RLE, with the 

support from U.S. Secretary of 

Transportation Pete Buttigieg, FTA 

Administrator Nuria Fernandez, Sens. 

Duckworth and Durbin, Rep. Quigley and 

more. 



April  

The Spring 2023 RLE 

newsletter was released to 

highlight the project's exciting 

updates and progress, 

including the Biden 

Administration funding and 

our new Community Spotlight!

The RLE newsletter is released 

twice a year to our 

subscribers. Next year, you 

can expect a lot more news 

and more frequent updates!  



May  

CTA announced the agency selected three qualified contracting teams to submit 

design-build proposals for project construction.  

CTA anticipates awarding the design-build contract in 2024. 



Bonus: May  

The City of Chicago Plan 

Commission adopted the 

community-driven Red Line 

Extension (RLE) Transit-

Supportive Development (TSD) 

Plan!

The RLE TSD Plan also works in 

conjunction with other major city 

investments like INVEST 

South/West and the Roseland 

Medical District Master Plan. 



June + July

CTA Diversity Programs teams 

held two events with the short-

listed prime contractors for 

residents and customers to 

learn more about upcoming 

opportunities and partnerships.



August

The RLE Transit-Supportive Development (TSD) Plan won the 2023 Strategic 

Plan Award from the American Planning Association - Illinois Chapter (APA-IL)!



Bonus: August

The RLE team joined 10th Ward 

Ald. Chico’s back-to-school 

event and contributed pencils, 

folders and crayons for 

students in need.



September

Biggest news of the year:

The federal government announced 

the RLE project is in line for $1.973 

billion in critical grant funding needed 

to build the project!

We held a press conference with CTA 

President Carter, Mayor Brandon 

Johnson, FTA Administrator Nuria

Fernandez, Sen. Dick Durbin, Rep. 

Mike Quigley, Ald. Anthony Beale, Ald. 

Ronnie Mosley, Alder. Peter Chico, the 

Chicago Housing Authority and more 

to celebrate the historic 

announcement.



October  

The RLE project received a $100 million grant from the federal Congestion Mitigation 

and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ)/Carbon Reduction Program, moving us one-step 

closer to our goal of breaking ground in 2025. To date, the RLE project has received 

$130 million from the CMAQ program! 



Bonus: October  

The RLE project won the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)’s Outstanding 

Achievement Award for Excellence in Environmental Documentation for our Final 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Record of Decision (ROD). CTA President 

Carter was joined by FTA Administrator Fernandez to accept the award. 



November

The RLE team met with 

community members at an 

Altgeld Public Library open 

house to discuss the project 

and upcoming opportunities to 

get involved. 



December

Huge congrats to our RLE 

Vice President TaNesheha 

Marshall for being honored by 

SOS Children's Villages - USA 

as a 2023 Honoree at their 

annual Evening of Hope 

Fundraiser! 

SOS Illinois has provided 

care for Illinois’ underserved 

youth and families for more 

than 30 years. 



Happy holidays!

The CTA and RLE teams delivered 

holiday food baskets to families in 

need across the city via the CTA 

Holiday Bus with special guest, 

Santa!


