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Charmers Dagel LLC
1500 W Jarvis Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 773-743-2233 (CAFÉ) 

Steve Hands         January 25, 2011 
Strategic Planning & Policy 
Chicago Transit Authority 
P.O. Box 7602 
Chicago, IL 60680-7602 
E-mail: RPM@transitchicago.com 
Fax: (312) 681-4195 

Subject: Opposition to the idea of closing of the Jarvis el station on the Red Line

Dear Mr. Hands, 

Through two sources, I have recently been told that the CTA is making its long 
range plan to improve certain stations along the Red Line and that it is inviting input 
from the communities that depend on this important part of our neighborhoods. 
This letter is to tell you about the area known as Jarvis Square that depends on the 
Jarvis el station for its livelihood. 

Please invest in our community as we have by upgrading and improving the Jarvis el 
station. It is vital to this neighborhood. Please do not close the Jarvis station.

Jarvis has a vibrant commercial community built from the east of the el station at 
Greenview Ave to the west at Ashland Ave. There are many new and successful 
businesses that were started in the past 6 years by people who live within a mile of 
the Jarvis el station. Here is a list of some of them: 

Charmers Café / The Dagel and Beli shop www.charmerscafe.com
Gruppo di Amici Italian Restaurant www.gruppodiamici.com
TASTE Food and Wine www.tastefoodandwine.com
the side project theater www.thesideproject.net
Rogers Bark Pet Salon  www.rogersbark.com
Poitin Stil Irish pub  
The Lumbar Lounge www.lizatlumbar.com  
Luzzat Indian Restaurant 
V-Tone Fitness  www.vtonefitness.com
Jarvis Grill & Wok 



As a result of this entrepreneurial explosion, this area of Rogers Park has become 
far more livable and attractive for the thousands of train riders and voters  
who live in the single family homes, condominiums and apartments that center 
around the Jarvis el station. 

This area received national attention less than a year ago with two separate 
articles in the New York Times: 

New York Times article Feb 7, 2010: An Ethnic Mix Keeps It Funky
http://travel.nytimes.com/2010/02/07/travel/07surfacing.html
New York Times article Jan 9, 2010: Street Corners vs. Cul de Sacs (photo 
in article is of Charmers Café on Jarvis Square
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/10/business/10every.html?_r=1

There are several more articles over the years written about this area around the 
Jarvis el station. Here are a few of them for your review. 

Kellogg Graduate School of Business Magazine July, 2008 
http://www.kellogg.northwestern.edu/kwo/sum08/alumni/sullivan.htm
Chicago Sun Times article March 2, 2007: Chicago’s Venice Beach (copy of 
article attached) 
Chicago Sun Times article Sep 27, 2006: Making CHANGE Rogers Park’s 
Jarvis Square Experiences a Rebirth
(copy of article attached) 
Rogers Park's Jarvis Square video,  
yochicago.com/rogers-parks-jarvis-square/7136 

Jarvis Square has become an essential part of the fabric of Rogers Park and the 
Jarvis el station is vital to keep the businesses alive. Please keep it going by 
improving the el station at Jarvis. By all means do not close down this station 
centered in this thriving business district. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Dan Sullivan 



Here are even more stories to read and watch about Jarvis Square and its 
businesses!:

Shop Jarvis Square www.shopjarvissquare.com 

http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Jarvis_Square#ixzz1C5aVELNh

chicago.menupages.com/restaurants/dagel-beli/menu 

http://www.bing.com/local/default.aspx?what=Rogers Bark Pet 
Salon&where=Rogers Park IL&mkt=en-us&FORM=LARE

http://www.chicagomag.com/Chicago-Magazine/Dining/Dining-
Guide/?listing=33715

http://www.yelp.com/biz/poitin-stil-chicago

http://centerstagechicago.com/bars/poitin-stil.html 

http://www.yelp.com/biz/taste-food-and-wine-chicago 

http://www.centerstagechicago.com/restaurants/charmers.html 

http://www.yelp.com/biz/luzzat-chicago 

Jarvis Square, dining and shopping in Rogers Park 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1rz-L8xmAQ

http://www.gruppodiamici.com/ Gruppo Di Amici]

http://www.centerstagechicago.com/restaurants/luzzat.html

www.dexknows.com/business_profiles/jarvis_grill_and_wok-
l807569410
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Sally Ryan for The New York Times
Strolling in Chicago. Homes with above-
average “walkability” had higher values, a
study found.

EVERYBODY’S BUSINESS

Street Corners vs. Cul de Sacs
By DAMON DARLIN
Published: January 9, 2010

REAL estate agents often chant the mantra “location, location, location,”

which essentially means “find a home in a well-kept neighborhood with good

schools and a low crime rate.”

Some may cite a fourth factor,

“walkability,” a concept supported by

self-styled “new urbanists” who advocate

denser cities designed for the pedestrian

and mass transit as much as for the car. In

their ideal neighborhood, you could walk to

a bookstore and then to an ice cream shop,

and your children could walk to school, probably unescorted. (It

sounds like so many movie depictions of America in the 1950s.)

They argue that walkability lowers crime — that good people on

the streets drive away the bad guys — and that it generally

improves life and sharply raises home values. Whether it helps

homes retain their value when the market slumps, however, seems a harder question to answer.

A study published in August by C.E.O.’s for Cities, a group of urban redevelopment advocates, found

that in many ways, the street corner beats the cul de sac. It looked at the sales of 90,000 homes in 15

markets to estimate how much value was associated with something called the Walk Score. Using a

100-point scale, this score rates the number of destinations, including libraries, parks and coffee

shops, within walking distance of a home.

The scores for America’s 40 largest cities can be found at Walkscore.com by typing in an address. For

instance, the White House scores a near-perfect 97: a “walker’s paradise,” the Web site says. Another

famous home, the Playboy mansion in Los Angeles, rates a 25. (You can get lost in Walkscore.com

for hours; the “Brady Bunch” house, the exemplar of 1970s suburban life, scores an above-average

75.)

The study found that houses with above-average Walk Scores commanded a premium. It was as

much as $30,000 in cities like Charlotte, N.C., Chicago, Sacramento and San Francisco, wrote Joe

Cortright, the study’s author and an economist at Impresa, a consulting firm in Portland, Ore.

The correlation failed to hold in 2 of the 15 cities studied — Bakersfield, Calif., and Las Vegas, where

housing prices decreased in walkable neighborhoods.

So far, there is no definitive study concluding that the more walkable neighborhoods hold their value

better when the real estate market declines. But Mr. Cortright wrote in a study done a year earlier for

the same group that the spike in gasoline prices in 2005 popped the housing bubble. He found that

distant suburbs had the largest declines in home values, while prices in “close in” neighborhoods,

typically those that were the most walkable, held up or, in a few cases, increased.

He cited an example in the Chicago area where a suburban home worth the same as a close-in home

in 2006 had declined in price, relative to the city home, by $66,000 in 12 months.

M

B

M

SIGN IN TO E-MAIL

PRINT

REPRINTS

SHARE

RECOMMEND

TWITTER



Chicago Travel Guide
Where to Stay

Where to Eat

What to Do

Go to the Chicago Travel Guide »

Multimedia

Chicago, Ill.

Enlarge This Image

NORTH AMERICA > UNITED STATES > ILLINOIS > CHICAGO

SURFACING

An Ethnic Mix Keeps It Funky in Chicago

Sally Ryan for The New York Times
Uncommon Ground in Chicago’s bustling Rogers Park neighborhood serves vegetables grown in its rooftop farm.

By EDWARD McCLELLAND
Published: February 7, 2010

HOW does Rogers Park, a neighborhood on the northern edge of Chicago,

stay funky? The secret is geography. The area lies beyond the end of Lake

Shore Drive; most east-west streets dead-end into beaches, and there’s no

quick way to get downtown.

Rogers Park’s relative seclusion has helped

it maintain an extraordinary ethnic mix.

Over the last few years, new restaurants, as

well as galleries, shops and museums, have

filled in niches amid Rogers Park’s

Mexican bakeries, hippie book stalls and

Chinese takeouts. On a single block you’ll pass a kosher butcher

shop, a Mexican pizzeria, and a Belizean barber shop with a pool

table in the back. Africans also have a prominent presence in the

area. Four years ago, Dan Sullivan opened a coffee shop,

Charmers Cafe (1500 West Jarvis Avenue; 773-743-2233), in the

building where his mother grew up at the neighborhood’s

northern end, leading a revival of a section now known as Jarvis

Square. “There was a deep desire of so many people who live here

of seeing this street begin to work again,” he said.

Down the block, Gruppo di Amici (1508 West Jarvis Avenue;

773-508-5565; gruppodiamici.com) offers an Italian menu and a

smooth jazz/light rock soundtrack. House specialties include
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a coffee shop,

Charmers Cafe (1500 West Jarvis Avenue; 773-743-2233), e

leading a revival of a section now known as Jarvis

Square.

Gruppo di Amicipp  (1508 West Jarvis Avenue;

773-508-5565; gruppodiamici.comg pp )



Sally Ryan for The New York Times
Devon Avenue marks the southern border
of Rogers Park.
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Sally Ryan for The New York Times
Taste Food & Wine sells wines and spirits,
as well as snacks and sweets.
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Sally Ryan for The New York Times
The intersection of Jarvis and Greenview
Avenues.

fontina and Holland ($14), and the Amici Chicken (chicken breast

stuffed with wild mushrooms, goat cheese, spinach and

prosciutto, served with linguine; $17).

Next door, Taste Food & Wine (1506 West Jarvis Avenue;

773-761-3663; tastefoodandwine.com) sells wines and spirits, as

well as snacks and sweets.

On a street bisected by elevated train tracks, you’ll note the

Glenwood Avenue Arts District (glenwoodave.org) by the

paintings hung in empty storefront windows, with artists’ phone

numbers for prospective buyers. (The district holds an annual arts

festival, this year the weekend of Aug. 20.)

The art shares space with the Theo Ubique Theatre Company

(6970 North Glenwood Avenue; 773-347-1109; theoubique.org), a

cabaret troupe that took over an old beatnik coffee shop. The new

season starts in March with a production of the musical “Chess.”

Rogers Park loves to flaunt its progressive values. The Leather

Archives & Museum (6418 North Greenview Avenue;

773-761-9200; leatherarchives.org) memorializes gay culture

inside a space that has an unlikely history, having served as both a

synagogue and a Baptist Church. On display is an eclectic

collection that includes military uniforms and fraternity paddles,

plus a library of pulp novels with titles like “Truckstop Hunk.”

And then there’s Uncommon Ground (1401 West Devon

Avenue; 773-465-9801; uncommonground.com), representing

another sort of progressive consciousness. On a recent weeknight,

a green biodiesel-powered bus was parked in front of the

restaurant, music venue and all-around gathering spot. It was

there for the Green Room Session, a monthly “eco-mixer” that

brings locals together for food and live music (the restaurant

grows its own vegetables in what it calls the nation’s first certified

organic rooftop farm). On the menu, the Gunthorp Farm Crispy

Chicken ($19), baked in an iron skillet, and served with roasted

sweet potatoes and carrots, turnips, onions and salsify purée, is

named for the Indiana family that raised the bird.

Taste Food & Wine (1506 West Jarvis Avenue;e

773-761-3663; tastefoodandwine.com) 

The intersection of Jarvis and Greenview
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