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1  (Whereupon, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

2 proceedings were he ld  i n  an 

3  open pub1 i c  meeting. ) 

4  MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

5 MR. LITTLETON: My name i s  J e f f r e y  L i t t l e t o n .  

6  Okay. And I t h i n k  t h e  - -  I l i k e  t h e  

7  o p t i o n  o f  moving t h e  Wi lson P l a t f o r m  n o r t h  - -  o r  

8 south o f  Wilson Avenue, okay, so i t  b e t t e r  

9  serves t h e  Truman Co l lege  and t h e  new shopping 

10 area over by Targe t .  

11 And, a1 so,  I be1 i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  Lawrence 

12 Avenue S t a t i o n  should s t a y  i n  p lace ,  because 

13 t h e r e ' s  a  l o t  - -  i t  has heavy f l o w  on c e r t a i n  

14 n i g h t s  w i t h  t h e  concer t  t r a f f i c  from t h e  Aragon 

15 and from t h e  R i v i e r a .  

16 A l so ,  t h e  Uptown T h e a t e r ' s  go ing t o  be 

17 renovated,  and t h a t ' s  a  humongous thea te r  t h a t ' s  

18 go ing t o  have a  l o t  o f  f l o w ,  and i t ' d  be much 

19 b e t t e r  served by hav ing a  Lawrence s top .  

20 And, a l s o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  p r i o r i t i z i n g  

21 t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  we need t o  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  

22 f a c t  t h a t  - -  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a  l o t  o f  handicapped 

23 people i n  whee lcha i rs ,  and t h a t  whatever does 

24 happen t o  t i m e l i n e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  should be a  
2  

i 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 

I 
! 
1 f 
I 

1 
i 
1 
I 

I 

I 

I 



1 p r i o r i t y  i n  terms o f  t ime  t h a t  something ge ts  

2 done f o r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  f o r  Wi lson S t a t i o n ,  i n  

3 p a r t i c u l a r ,  Wilson and Lawrence, Uptown, because ! 
4 Uptown has a h i g h  i n t e n s i t y  o f  handicapped 

5 people i n  Uptown. 

6 And, o therw ise ,  I would say, a l s o ,  t h e  
I 
j 

7  b u i l d i n g s  - -  t h e  r e t a i l  i n  t h e  Wilson area needs ! 
i 
I 

8  t o  be renovated regard less o f  what happens, i t  I 
I 

9 should happen sooner than l a t e r ,  bu t  i t ' s  s o r t  I 
I 

I 

10 o f  h o l d i n g  us down, i t ' s  keeping us back i n  

11 Uptown, you know . . . 

12 But o the r  than t h a t ,  I'll be w r i t i n g  

13 t h e  r e s t  o f  i t .  
1 

14 MS. REPORTER: Please, s t a t e  your name. 

15 MS. BOYDA: My name i s  Ka thar ine  Boyda, 

16 B-0-Y-D-A. I ' m  go ing t o  read a statement f rom a 

17 l e t t e r  t h a t  I had sen t .  

18 My name i s  - -  I ' d  l i k e  t o  d i r e c t  t h i s  

19 t o  t h e  CTA Board and Plann ing Department. 

2 0 On beha l f  o f  t h e  Uptown Neighborhood 

21 Counci l  and i t ' s  1,200 members, I am reques t ing  

22 t h a t  t h e  Red L ine  Wilson " L "  S t a t i o n  be g iven  

23 t o p  p r i o r i t y  s t a t u s  f o r  a major  renova t ion  f o r  

24 t h e  f o l  1 owing reasons : 
3 
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1 No. 1 ,  t h e  Wi lson " L "  S t a t i o n  i s  one o f  

2 t h e  major  c r ime cen te rs  t h e r e  on t h e  Red L ine ;  

3 No. 2 ,  t h e  Wi lson "L "  S t a t i o n  does no t  p rov ide  a  

4  sa fe  environment w i t h  empty s t o r e f r o n t s ,  dim 

5  l i g h t i n g ,  and poor des ign w i t h  t h e  s t y l e s  

6 l o c a t e d  on t h e  second f l o o r ;  No. 3 ,  t h e  Wi lson 

7  "L "  S t a t i o n  entrances and e x i t s  do no t  p rov ide  

8 s a f e  welcoming pedes t r i an  access f o r  t h e  

9  thousands o f  CTA users  who l i v e  south and west 

10 o f  t h e  S t a t i o n .  

11 We a re  formal  1  y  r eques t i ng  t h e  

12 Community P lann ing  Process t o  c rea te  a  

13 comprehensive p l a n  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  v i b r a n t  r e t a i  l 

14 shops and s t o r e f r o n t s ,  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

15 h i s t o r i c  " L "  S t a t i o n ,  a  newWi l son  "L "  S t a t i o n  

16 ent rance by Target  a t  Sunnyside, extend t h e  

17 p l a t f o r m  south  t o  Target  and Sunnyside, and 

18 improve pedes t r i an  access f o r  r e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g  

19 south  and west o f  t h e  S t a t i o n .  

20 Thank you.  

21 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

22 MR. SHERIDAN: Sean, S-E-A-N, Sher idan.  

23 I be1 i e v e  i n  t h e  4 - t r a c k  modern izat ion 

24 p a r t .  
4  
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1  And t h a t ' s  i t .  I 
I 

2 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 1 

3 MS. DILLEMUTH: Ann D i l l e m u t h .  
i 
I 
I 

1 
4  L e t ' s  see, t h e  bes t  o p t i o n  seems t o  me 1 

5 t o  be t h e  3 - t r a c k  a l t e r n a t i v e .  I l i k e  t h e  1 
! 

6  express t r a i n s  f rom t h e  p o i n t  a t  Wi lson,  t h e  1 
I 

7 t h i n g  t h a t  concerns me i s  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  I 
I 
I 

8 Lawrence s top .  T h a t ' s  my s t o p .  And, I guess, a  
I 
i 
I 
! 

9  l o t  o f  people a r e  concerned about t h e  l o s s  o f  

10 t h e i r  s t op ,  b u t  Lawrence seems l i k e  a  p r e t t y  

11 s i g n i f i c a n t  eas t  lwes t  1 i ne and t r a n s f e r  p o i n t  

12 because o f  t h e  bus.  I t  seems more sense t o  me 

13 t o  expand Wi lson n o r t h  t o  accommodate t h e  

14 Lawrence t r a f f i c  i n s t e a d  o f  expanding i t  sou th .  

15 I t h i n k  i t  d o e s n ' t  make sense t o  j u s t  

16 do t h e  rehab o p t i o n ,  because i f  y o u ' r e  go ing t o  

17 spend money, you may as w e l l  make t h e  

18 improvements and no t  have t o  spend more money a  

19 couple  years down t h e  l i n e .  

2 0 I ' m  n o t  a  f a n  o f  t h e  subway i d e a ,  

21 because I 1  i ke t h e  e leva ted  f rom r i d i n g  

22 exper ience,  and I r i d e  t h e  t r a i n  every day t o  

23 work. 

24 The 4 - t r a c k  seems l i k e  i t  might  be t o o  
5 
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1 much work w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  and i t  

2 seems l i k e  you r e a l l y  o n l y  need the  express 

3 s e r v i c e  i n  one d i r e c t i o n .  Two would be n i c e ,  

4 b u t  one 's  r e a l l y  a l l  t h a t ' s n e c e s s a r y .  

5 And t h a t ' s  a l l  I have t o  say. 

6 (Which were a l l  t he  

7 proceedings had i n  t h e  above 

8 cause t h i s  da te  and t i m e . )  
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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS 

2  ) ss: 

3 COUNTY OF C 0  0  K 

4  

5 Sandra D i  V i t o ,  be ing f i r s t  du l y  sworn, 

6  on oa th  says t h a t  she i s  a  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  do ing 

7  business i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I l l i n o i s ;  and t h a t  she 

8  repo r ted  i n  shorthand t h e  proceedings o f  s a i d  

9  hear ing ,  and t h a t  t h e  f o rego ing  i s  a  t r u e  and 

10 c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  her shorthand notes so 

11 taken as a f o r e s a i d ,  and con ta ins  t he  proceedi ngs 

12 g i ven  a t  s a i d  hea r i ng .  
'% 

we d tV~% 
Sandra D i  V i t o ,  CSR 
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1 (Whereupon, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

2 proceedings were h e l d  i n  an 

3 open pub1 i c  meeting . ) 

4 MS. REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

5 MS. BOPP: My name i s  Nadine Bopp. I ' m  

6 concerned about energy consumption, t h e  cons tan t  

7 new c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  t hey  have done on t h e  south  

8 s i d e  and a t  Belmont and F u l l e r t o n .  They d i d n ' t  use 

9 any s o l a r  energy,  so t h e  r o o f  l i n e s  t h a t  a r e  

10 cover ing  t h e  p l a t f o r m s  should be encased i n  

11 photovol  t a i  c ,  PV, pane ls ,  s o l a r  panels . Because 

12 t h a t  would c u t  down on l o n g  term ope ra t i ona l  c o s t s ,  

13 s i nce  energy i s  on1 y go ing  t o  g e t  more and more 

14 expensive.  And a1 so ,  s i nce  our  nuc lear  power 

15 p l a n t s  a re  go ing t o  be decommissioned, so t h a t  i s  

16 another i s s u e .  

17 I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  see t h e  

18 p l a t f o r m  extended and have t h e  opening o r  ent rance 

19 and egress behind t h e  A l d i ' s  r i g h t  t h e r e  so t h a t  

20 you can ge t  on a t  e i t h e r  Wi lson o r  t h e  Broadway 

21 area,  o r  you can ge t  o f f  behind t h e  A l d i ' s  where 

22 t h e  new Target  s t o r e  i s .  There i s  p l e n t y  o f  room 

23 r i g h t  t h e r e  where t h e  o l d  e x i s t i n g  p l a t f o r m  i s  t h a t  

24 they a re  no t  us ing  on t h e  one ou t s i de  a rea ,  o r  
2 
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1  where t h e  o l d  Metra l i n e s  a re  t h a t  were on t h e  west 

2  s i d e .  So e i t h e r  t h e  eas t  s i d e  o r  t h e  west s i d e ,  

3 t h e r e  i s  p l e n t y  o f  room t h e r e  t o  pu t  another 

4 ent rance .  

5  A l s o ,  they  have been cover ing  up t h e  

6  d i l a p i d a t e d  u p r i g h t s  behind t h e  A l d i  s t o r e  w i t h  

7  some k i n d  o f  metal facade w i t h o u t  do ing any th ing .  

8 Where I l i v e  f u r t h e r  down behind Graceland Cemetery 

9 t hey  a re  r u s t i n g  o u t ,  and t h e  r u s t  i s  imbedding i n  

10 t h e  metal on our  c a r s  and r u i n i n g  t h e  f i n i s h  on our  

11 c a r s .  I c a n ' t  even park  i n  our  pa rk i ng  l o t  back 

12 t h e r e .  So n o t  even i s  t h e r e  de fe r red  maintenance, 

13 bu t  t h e r e  i s  a  severe d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  phys i ca l  

14 s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  e l eva ted  l i n e s  as w e l l .  

15 I t  would be new, i t  would be n i c e  t o  

16 have C i t y - w i d e  broadband W i  - F i  on t h e  t r a i n s ,  l i k e  

17 some c i t i e s  a c t u a l 1  y have. 

18 MS. REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

19 MR. CARROLL: Mark C a r r o l l  i s  my name. I j u s t  

20 wanted t o  share my concern.  I would l i k e  t o  have 

21 i n  t h r e e  Red L i n e  s t o p s ,  Wi l son ,  Sher idan,  and 

22 Lawrence s tops ,  t o  make sure t h a t  they a re  a l l  

23 s t i l l  i n  t h e  p l a n ,  as w e l l  as making them a l l  ADA 

24 access ib l e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  most people who l i v e  i n  
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1 t h e  area a re  l e s s  a f f l u e n t ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  impor tan t  

2 t o  make sure t h a t  each o f  those s tops a r e  kept  

3 i n t a c t  as w e l l  as brought  up t o  ADA standards f o r  

4 t h e  Americans w i t h  D i s a b i l i t y  Ac t .  

5 I t ' s  impor tan t  t o  have a l l  t h r e e  o f  

6 those s tops f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a t  t he  46 th  Ward who 

7 u t i l i z e  i t  t h e  most. So t h a t ' s  i t .  
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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS 1 

2 ) ss: 

3 COUNTY OF C 0 0 K ) 

4 

5 A p r i l  T .  Hansen, be ing f i r s t  d u l y  sworn 

6 on oa th ,  says t h a t  she i s  a c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  do ing 

7 business i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  Chicago, and t h a t  she 

8 repo r ted  i n  shorthand t h e  proceedings o f  s a i d  

9 p u b l i c  meet ing,  and t h a t  t h e  fo rego ing  i s  a t r u e  

10 and c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  her shorthand notes so 

11 taken as a f o r e s a i d ,  and con ta ins  t he  excerpts  o f  

12 proceedings g iven  a t  s a i d  p u b l i c  meeting. 
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1 (Whereupon, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

2  proceedings were h e l d  i n  an 

3  open pub1 i c  meet ing.  ) 

4  MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

5 MR. RETTA: Befekadu R e t t a ,  B-E-F-E-K-A-D-U, 

6  R-E-T-T-A.  

7 I j u s t  have a  ques t i on  o r  comments 

8  regard ing  t o  Wi lson "L "  S t a t i o n ,  Lawrence, and 

9  Sheridan " L "  S t a t i o n .  

10 I ' m  sure  you n o t i c e  how i t ' s ,  

11 e s p e c i a l l y ,  Wi lson " L "  S t a t i o n  i s  no t  i n  t o  t h e  

12 proper maintenance, and, a l s o ,  t h e  vacancies o f  

13 t h e  CTA p r o p e r t i e s  . 

14 No. 1 ,  i t  l ooks  t h e  neighborhood very  

15 bad, i t  l ooks  - -  i t ,  a l s o ,  i n v i t e s  f o r  bad 

16 elements t o  be i n  t h a t  a rea .  So, what p lans  do 

17 you have f o r  t h e  Ward, o r  how soon a re  you 

18 p lann ing  t o  improve? 

19 A l so ,  i n  terms o f  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  those 

20 t h r e e  s t a t i o n s ,  they  a re  no t  access ib l e  t o  a  

21 d i sab led  person.  Any p lans  f o r  t h a t ?  

22 Those a re  t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  I have f o r  

23 CTA. 

24 And one more t h i n g  t h a t  I could  say 
2  
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I 
1 about i t  i s  t h a t ,  would i t  be p o s s i b l e  t o  I 

I 
I 

2  have Purp le  L i n e  t o  have s top  a t  Wi lson.  I I 

3  we had one t h e r e  l o n g ,  l o n g  t i m e  ago. I f  i t  

4 cou ld  come back,  i t  would h e l p ,  No. 1 ,  t h e  
I 
1 

I 

5 r e s i d e n t s  t o  go o u t  t o  suburban j o b ,  a l s o ,  
i 

6  suburbans t o  come i n t o  Uptown and t o  en joy  t h e  I 

7  h i s t o r i c  and see Uptown what can o f f e r  t o  t h e  , 
8 peop le .  I 

9 I f  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  I would h i g h l y ,  

10 h i g h l y  recommend i f  we cou ld  have a  Purp le  L i ne  

11 t o  ge t  back a f t e r  many years .  

12 Okay. Thank you. 

13 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

14 MR. DAMIAN: My name i s  Paul Damian. 

15 Okay. So, my comments a re  t h a t ,  

16 I l i k e  - -  I l i k e  aspects o f  a l l  t h e  p l a n s ,  

17 I d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a o f  c l o s i n g  t h e  

18 Thorndale S t a t i o n ,  and, I t h i n k ,  t h e  one 

19 a l t e r n a t i v e  t h e  CTA should cons ider  f o r  

20 G r a n v i l l e  and Thorndale,  A rgy le  and Berwyn, 

21 and Lawrence and Wi lson i s  t o  - -  i s  t o  move t h e  

22 p l a t f o r m  t o  t h e  m idd le  o f  - -  i n  between those 

23 two s t a t i o n s  and s t i l l  r e t a i n  t h e  ent rance a t  

24 Thorndale and t h e  ent rance a t  G r a n v i l l e ,  bu t  
3  
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1  have t h e  p l a t f o r m  be i n  t h e  midd le .  J u s t  l i k e  

2  they  do a t  35 th  S t r e e t  and 35 th  - -  31st  S t r e e t  

3  and 35 th  S t r e e t .  The p l a t f o r m ' s  i n  t h e  midd le .  

4  So t h a t  t h i s  way, t h e  e x i s t i n g  businesses on 

5  Thorndale and G r a n v i l l e  a r e  no t  destroyed by t h e  

6  removal o f  t h e  s t a t i o n .  

7  And I ,  a l s o ,  t h i n k  t h a t  f o r  Thorndale, 

8  i t ' s ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  impor tan t  t h a t  t h e r e  be an 

9  entrance t h e r e ,  because o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  f o r  

10 t h e  k i d s  who go t o  Senn High School. So, I 

11 t h i n k t h a t  i t ' s  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e m t o w a l k a  

12 s t r a i g h t  l i n e  down Thorndale d i r e c t l y  t o  

13 Senn than  t o  go maundering through 

14 neighborhoods t o  e i t h e r  go t o  t h e  new proposed 

15 s t a t i o n  south o f  here o r  t h e  new s t a t i o n  n o r t h  

16 o f  here .  So, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  another b i g  f a c t o r  

17 t o  cons ide r .  

18 So - -  and, then ,  t h e  same t h i n g  a t  

19 A rgy le  and Berwyn, you know, those s t a t i o n s  a re  

20 very  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r ,  move t h e  p l a t f o r m  i n  

21 between them, and have t h e  entrance t h e r e ,  b u t  

22 y o u ' r e  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  i t  t o  one s t a t i o n .  

23 And, obvious1 y ,  Wi lson and Lawrence i s  

24 a  - -  i s  a  no -b ra ine r  f o r  t h a t ,  t h e y ' r e  even 
4  
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1 c l o s e r ,  those  two s t a t i o n s ,  than G r a n v i l l e  

2 Thorndale,  and A r g y l e  and Berwyn. 

3 The o t h e r  comment t h a t  I wanted t o  make 

4 was t h a t ,  I l o v e  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  underground 

5 Red L i n e  go ing  f rom Belmont t o  Devon, bu t  I 

6 t h i n k  t h e  CTA must r e a l l y  cons ider  t h e  water  

7 t a b l e  i n  t h a t  case. 

8 There was a condo p r o j e c t  b u i l t  a t  

9 Rosedale and Broadway b e f o r e  t h e  Great 

10 Recession, and they  h i t  water  when they  went t o  

11 go t o  b u i l d  underground pa rk i ng .  And, so ,  CTA 

12 i s  go ing t o  have t h e  same problem, because w e ' r e  

13 so c l o s e  t o  t h e  l a k e  when you ge t  t h i s  f a r  

14 n o r t h ,  " t h i s  f a r , "  meaning about 5900, and 

15 onwards t o  Devon. 

16 So, I ' m  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h a t  $4 b i l l i o n  i s  

17 no t  r e a l i s t i c .  I t h i n k  t h e y ' r e  going t o  r e a l l y  

18 h i t  t h e  water  t a b l e  and have t o  take a l o t  o f  

19 remedial  a c t i o n  when they  b u i l d  t h e  t u n n e l .  

20 But I - -  b u t  I l i k e  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e  as 

21 t h e  bes t  o f  them a1 1 . And, so ,  bu t  j u s t  keep i n  

22 mind t h e  c o s t  o f ,  you know, water  abatement due 

23 t o  t h e  h i g h  water  t a b l e .  

24 I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a l l  I have t o  say.  
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1  MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your  name. 

2  MS. MORUTZI: I ' m  Norma M o r u t z i .  

3  And I 1  i v e  i n  Chicago, and I take  

4  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a  l o t .  My l o c a l  l i n e  i s  

5 t h e  Red L i n e ,  and my l o c a l  s t op  i s  t h e  Lawrence 

6 s top .  

7 There a r e  a  coup le  t h i n g s  I r e a l  1  y  l o v e  

8  about t h e  Red L i n e :  

9 One i s  t h a t ,  i t ' s  an e leva ted  l i n e  on 

10 t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  i t ' s  no t  a  subway l i n e .  So, I 

11 r e a l l y  hope t h a t  they  keep i t  as an e leva ted  

12 l i n e .  

13 Two, one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  I most 

14 app rec ia te  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m u l t i p l e  s tops t h a t  

15 ge t  me where I want t o  go.  So, I can t ake  i t ,  I 

16 can ge t  on and o f f ,  I can, a c t u a l l y ,  a r r i v e  a t  

17 l o c a t i o n s ,  t h e  s t a t i o n s  a re  r e a l l y  c l ose  t o  t h e  

18 whole r o u t e  a l l  a long  t h e  way. 

19 And t h a t ' s  a ,  k i n d  o f ,  o l d  fash ioned 

20 s e r v i c e  t h a t  we t h i n k  o f  f o r  pub1 i c  

21 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  be fo re  t h e r e  were c a r s ,  bu t  i n  

22 t h e  bes t  ways. Because ca rs  people app rec ia te  

23 because t hey  ge t  c l o s e  t o  where they want t o  go, 

24 bu t  t h e  Red L i n e  s tops ge t  you r e a l  1  y  c l o s e .  
6  
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1  And a  number o f  t h e  p l ans  ge t  r i d  of 
I 
I 
! 

2  m u l t i p l e  s t a t i o n s .  For i ns tance ,  i n  my ! 

! 

3  neighborhood, they  would ge t  r i d  o f  - -  on t h e  - -  
I 

4  on t h e  Track 4  renova t i on ,  i t  would g e t  r i d  o f  i 

1 
5  t h e  Lawrence S t a t i o n ,  t h e  A r g y l e  S t a t i o n ,  t h e r e  

6 would be no s t a t i o n s  between Wi lson and a  new i 

7  Fos te r  S t a t i o n .  
i 

8  What I know i s  t h a t ,  I mean, no t  o n l y  1 

9 do I l o v e  my Lawrence s top ,  because i t ' s  c l o s e s t  
i 

10 f o r  me, bu t  t h e  Lawrence s top  ge t s  crowded w i t h  

11 t h e  t h e a t e r  s t u f f  a t  t h e  Aragon, a t  t h e  R i v i e r a ,  

12 and t h e G r e e n  M i l l ,  and, e s p e c i a l l y ,  i f  they 

13  renovate t h e  Chicago Uptown Thea te r .  So, t h a t ' s  

14 r e a l l y  crowded f o r  t h e a t e r s .  

15 The Wi lson s top  i s  crowded w i t h  Truman 

16 Co l lege  s tuden ts .  

17 The A r g y l e  s t o p  g e t s  crowded w i t h  Asian 

18 shoppers, e s p e c i a l l y ,  on t h e  weekends. 

19 The i d e a  o f  hav ing no stops t o  deal 

20 w i t h  those t h r e e  separate  a l r eady  m u l t i p l e  

21 crowds of peop le ,  and hav ing t o  walk ,  t h a t ' s  a  

22 l o n g  way i f  you have t o  walk  a1 1  t h e  way from 

23 Lawrence o r  A rgy le  up a l l  t h e  way t o  Fos te r ,  f o r  

24 i ns tance ,  w i t h  shopping.  Nobody's go ing t o  do 
7  
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1  t h a t .  Nobody's go ing  t o  do i t .  I mean, I ' l l  
j 
I 

2  t ake  t h e  bus r a t h e r  than  have t o  walk  m u l t i p l e  a  I 
4 

3  l o n g  way, because what i s  r e a l l y  g r e a t  about t h e  I 
I 
I 

4 l i n e  as i t  i s  i s  t h e  m u l t i p l e  s tops .  
I 
i 

5  So, I know what I ' v e  heard i s  t h a t  1 

6  people say ing t h a t  speed, everybody's wo r r i ed  I , 

7  about i t  be ing s low,  and I know everybody 1 
I 

I 
8  complains about t h a t ,  I complain,  t o o .  Bu t ,  i 
9  o b v i o u s l y ,  i t ' s  a n o l d  l i n e a n d  any renova t i on  

10 w i l l  improve t h a t .  

11 So, speed i s  impo r tan t  and t h e  new 

12 t r a n s f e r  s t a t i o n s  would be g r e a t ,  b u t  m u l t i p l e  

13 convenient  l o c a l  s t ops  a re  c r u c i a l  f o r  people t o  

14 t ake  i t  and r e a l l y  use i t  and app rec ia te  i t .  

15 I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what I wanted t o  say.  

16 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

17 MS. MONROE: Joan Monroe. 

18 Okay. I ' m  n o t  used t o  t h i s .  What I 

19 have commented on ,  I ' m  sure  you 've heard i t  

20 q u i t e  o f t e n ,  i s  t h a t ,  I take  t h e  22 C l a r k  Bus, 

21 and i t  seems t h a t  they  d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  be l o n e l y .  

22 They come i n  t h r e e s .  You can w a i t  f o r  q u i t e  a  

23 l o n g  t ime ,  and then t h e r e ' l l  be t h r e e  o f  them, 

24 and they  l i k e  t o  p l a y  t a g .  
8  
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1 
1  And t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  t h a t ,  t h e  buses i 
2 a r e  ve ry  ho t  i n  t h e  w i n t e r .  You've been 

3 s tand ing  o u t s i d e  i n  your w i n t e r  c l o t h e s ,  and you 1 
I 

4  ge t  on a  bus and i t  f e e l s  l i k e ,  you know, i t ' s  I 
I 

I 
5  80 degrees. And I ' m  sure i t ' s  o n l y  about 60, 

1 
6  65, b u t  i t ' s  much t o o  ho t  f o r  people who've been I 

7 o u t s i d e .  

8  So, t h a t ' s  about - -  t h a t ' s  my b igges t  

9 comp la in t .  

10 And I ,  a l s o ,  wonder where t h e y ' r e  go ing 

11 t o  g e t  t h e  money f o r  some o f  these p r o j e c t s .  

12 They sound very  n i c e ,  bu t  I - -  I guess, they d i d  

13 g e t  t h e  money f o r  t h e  Brown L i n e ,  so,  t h e  yupp ie  

14 t r a i n ,  so maybe t h e y ' l l  g e t  t h e  money f o r  t h e  

15 Red L i n e .  

16 And I do t a k e  a l l  these  t h i n g s  q u i t e  a  

17 b i t ,  because I d o n ' t  d r i v e .  

18 T h a t ' s  about i t .  Thank you. 

19 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

2  0  MR. MARTIN: I ' m  A l f i e  M a r t i n .  And I ' m  a  

21 member of t h e  LVEJO, and a  s tuden t  a t  Wright  

22 Co l lege .  

2  3 The Red L i n e ,  Purp le  L i ne  T ra ins  

24 t h a t  I ' m  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  when I was ca t ch ing  
9 
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1 between Belmont and Linden,  yeah, when - -  so ,  

2 yeah, about t h a t  p r o j e c t ,  yeah, t o  have 

3 underground. 

4 And, so,  me and t h e  r i d e r s  a r e  - -  a r e  

5 w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  s i g n a l s  t o  c l e a r  o f  depa r t i ng  

6 Belmont and approaching Howard when they  were 

7 s w i t c h i n g  t r a c k s ,  and when I was a t  t h e  Howard 

8 t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o  Pu rp le  L i n e  T r a i n s  go ing up i n  

9 Downtown Evanston where I g e t  o f f  a t  David 

10 S t r e e t .  

11 And i t  was a l o n g  t ime  when I was - -  I 

12 was on t h e  Pu rp le  L i ne  T r a i n  go ing  up i n  - - 

13 go ing  up i n  Wi lmet te  g e t t i n g  o f f  a t  Linden where 

14 those t r a i n  yards i s .  And - -  and, y e t ,  t h e  

15 Purp le  L i n e  go ing  - - go ing  down t o  t h e  ground 

16 r a i l r o a d  - -  r a i l r o a d  a f t e r  Cen t ra l  - -  f rom 

17 Cent ra l  t o  L inden.  

18 And when I - -  when I read about those 

19 t r a i n s  and "L "  S t a t i o n s  on t h e  Chicago's Rapid 

20 T r a n s i t  Website a t  www.Chicago-L.org, I read 

21 about what - -  what t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n s  a re  - -  a re  

22 b u i l t ,  r e b u i l t ,  and demolished, yes,  when I read 

23 those h i s t o r y  s t o r i e s  about i t ,  and I l o o k  a t  

24 those o l d  p i c t u r e s  - -  p i c t u r e s  o f  those s t a t i o n s  
10 
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1  and t r a i n s ,  and those  - -  and those t r a i n  

2 garages, t o o .  

3  And I w i l l  - -  and I enjoy  r i d i n g  those 

4 Purp le  L i n e  and - - Purp le  L i n e  and Red L ine  

5 T r a i n s .  

6  Thank you. 

7 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

8 MR. VUONG: My name i s  B r i a n  Vuong. 

9 Okay. I f e e l  as though c l o s i n g  t h e  

10 s tops ,  especi  a1 1  y  , Thorndal e ,  o r  even J a r v i  s  , 

11 Lawrence, w i l l  - -  w i l l  e f f e c t  businesses and t h e  

12 amount o f  f o o t  t r a f f i c  they  g e t  and r e l y  on very  

13 much so .  

14 My f a t h e r  owns some p r o p e r t i e s  

15 around here ,  and c h i e f  amongst t h e  most 

16 impor tan t  f a c t o r s  i s  t h a t ,  when you a d v e r t i s e  

17 your p r o p e r t y ,  you say t h a t  i t ' s  c l ose  - -  very  

18 c l o s e  t o  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  Thorndale s top .  

19 and - -  and i f  t h a t ' s  taken away, I f e e l  t h a t  - -  

20 I ' m  s o r r y ,  I f e e l  t h a t  i t  w i l l ,  you know, t ake  

21 away t h e  m a r k e t a b i l i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  w i t h  s tops 

22 t h a t  have been here f o r  almost 100 years .  As I 

23 understand,  t h e  Thorndale s top  has been around 

24 f o r ,  I d o n ' t  know, s i nce  t h e  1920 's  o r  
11 
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1 something, and t o  take  t h a t  away w i l l  be a  

2 d i s s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f ,  you know, 

3 t h i s  area and i n  and around J a r v i s  and 

4 Lawrence. 

5 Thank you.  

6 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

7 MS. SMITH: Heather Smi th .  

8 I ' m  here  t o  say t h a t  1 l i v e  c l ose  t o  

9 t h e  J a r v i s  s t o p ,  and I ' v e  watched, a t  l e a s t ,  s i x  

10 businesses grow over  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I ' v e  l i v e d  

11 t h e r e  i n  e i g h t  years .  And l a s t  yea r ,  I spent 

12 n e a r l y  $500 j u s t  i n  December a lone on those 

13 businesses . 

14 And I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  economic va lue 

15 o f  those businesses i s  ve ry  impor tan t  t o  my 

16 neighborhood, and I would n o t  l i k e  t o  see t h e  

17 c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  J a r v i s  s top .  

18 I r e a l 1  y  l i k e  t h e  modern izat ion s top  o f  

19 making - -  I f o r g e t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  b u t  one o f  

20 t h e  a1 t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  does n o t  i n v o l v e  c l o s i n g .  

21 B u t ,  p lease,  d o n ' t  c l o s e  my t r a i n  s t a t i o n .  

2 2 I l i v e  a  seven-minute walk f rom i t ,  and 

23 I r e a l l y  en joy  i t ,  and i t ' s  a  sa fe  p l ace ,  i t  

24 makes my community sa fe ,  and my commute sa fe .  
12 
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1  Thank you.  

2  MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

3 MS. SANFORD: K r i  s t i  Sanford .  

4  A l l  r i g h t .  So, I - -  t h e  one 

5 c o n s o l i d a t i o n  t h a t  I ' m  concerned about i s  t h e  

6  J a r v i s  s t o p .  And I would j u s t  want t o  make sure 

7 t h a t  whatever access i s  g ran ted  t o  t h e  Howard 

8  s t o p ,  t h a t  i t  would s t i l l  be convenient  and 

9  c l o s e  enough t o  draw people t h a t  walk t o  t h a t  

10 c u r r e n t  s top ,  and t h a t  i t  wou ldn ' t  harm t h e  

11 businesses t h a t  a r e  t h e r e ,  because t h e r e ' s  been 

12 a  l o t  o f  redevelopment recen t1  y .  And as a  

13 long t ime r e s i d e n t ,  I ' m  so g r a t e f u l  f o r  i t ,  

14 because t h e r e ' s ,  a c t u a l l y ,  s t o r e s  t h a t  I want t o  

15 shop a t  i n  my neighborhood now. So, t h a t ' s  one 

16 t h i n g .  

17 And, t h e n ,  I t h i n k  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  - -  

18 hav ing worked f o r  a lmost  10 years o f f  t h e  

19 Bryn Mawr s t o p ,  I do t h i n k  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  

20 Thorndale s t o p  and t h e  Lawrence s top  as an 

21 Opt ion 3 ,  I t h i n k  i t  was, i s  probably  a  very  

22 good i d e a ,  hav ing walked i t .  You know, I d o n ' t  

23 l i v e  t h e r e  o r  c u r r e n t l y  work t h e r e ,  b u t  having 

24 walked t h a t  s t r i p  a  l o t ,  I know t h a t  area,  and I 
13 
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1 t h i n k  - -  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  probably  t he  best  o p t i o n  
1 

i 
2 t h a t  I ' v e  seen t o n i g h t .  I 

3 So, t h a t ' s  i t .  Thank you. 

4 (Which were a l l  t he  i 

5 
! 

proceedings had i n  t h e  above 

6 cause t h i s  da te  and t i m e . )  I 

i 

7 ! 
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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

2 ) ss: 

3 COUNTY OF C 0 0 K 1 

4 

5 Sandra D i  V i t o ,  be ing f i r s t  d u l y  sworn, 
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12 g iven  a t  s a i d  hear ing .  
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1 (Whereupon, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

2 proceedings were h e l d  i n  an 

3  open p u b l i c  meet ing. )  

4  MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

5  MR. QUIRK: My name i s  Chr i s topher  Q u i r k .  

6  And I 1 i v e  a t  1444 West J a r v i s ,  which 

7  i s ,  approx imate ly ,  h a l f  a  b l o c k  o f f  t h e  J a r v i s  

8  "L "  s t o p .  

9  And I am j u s t  here t o  say i f  t h a t  one 

10 o f  t h e  proposa ls  i s  t o  l eave  t h e  J a r v i s  "L "  

11 s top ,  l eave  t h e  J a r v i s  "L" s t o p .  

12 And my w i f e  and I, and most o f  t h e  

13 ne ighbors  i n  my b u i l d i n g  t h a t  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o ,  

14 would a l l  p r e f e r  t o  keep t h e  J a r v i s  " L "  s top ,  

15 s i nce  i t  i s  a  cen te rp iece  t o  our  neighborhood. 

16 I t  makes our  l i v e s  ve ry  much more convenient  

17 than they  would, o the rw i se ,  be.  

18 So, we 'd  l i k e  t o  lobby  f o r  keeping i t .  

19 Yea, keep t h e  J a r v i s  s t o p .  

20 MS. REPORTER: P lease,  s t a t e  your name. 

2  1  MS. PRICE: Ca r l a  P r i c e .  

22 And I am an owner o f  p rope r t y  i n  t h e  

23 community a long Chase and Greenview. I have a 

24 number o f  tenan ts  who r e a l l y  u t i l i z e  t h a t  J a r v i s  
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1 " L " s t O p .  

2  There a re  smal l  businesses a long t h e  

3 J a r v i s  "L "  s t o p ,  and i t  would be a  s t r u g g l e  t o  

4 my neighborhood near J a r v i s  t o  go t o  Howard o r  

5  t o  Morse Avenue. 

When I was younger, we had "A" and "B" 6  

7  s tops .  And a  t r a i n  d o e s n ' t  have t o  s top  every 

8  h a l f  m i l e ,  a  t r a i n  can be an "A" t r a i n  t h a t  

9  s tops  a t  c e r t a i n  p l aces ,  and a  "B" t r a i n  t h a t  

10 s tops a t  o t h e r  p laces .  

11 I do t h i n k  t h a t  ou r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n  

12 tremendous need o f  remodel ing j u s t  as a l l  o f  

13 them a r e .  But I t h i n k  t h a t  J a r v i s  i s  a  very  

14 b e a u t i f u l  p o i n t  i n  Rogers Park,  because i t  has 

15 smal l  s ca le  shops, and i t  g i v e s  a  very  p o s i t i v e  

16 impress ion o f  our  community. 

17 A l so ,  t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  e l d e r l y  people 

18 a long t h e  l a k e f r o n t  t h a t  r e a l l y  r e l y  upon t h a t  

19 " L "  t o  t ake  them p laces .  I f  you were t o  c l ose  

20 t h a t  s t o p ,  people  would have t o  go a l l  t h e  way 

21 t o  Howard o r  Morse, and I cannot see t h e  l o g i c  

22 o f  t h a t  k i n d  o f  a  s i t u a t i o n .  

2  3  What e l s e  cou ld  I say? 

2  4 Ton igh t ,  y o u ' r e  showing d i f f e r e n t  views 
3 

I 
I 

I i 
I 
I 

i 

i 
i : 

1 
1 



1 o f  modern izat ion and - -  f o r  t h e  " L " ,  and i n  

2  every  c i t y  I ' v e  ever  been i n ,  I am proud t o  say 

3 t h a t  t h e  " L ' s "  and e leva ted  t r a i n s  t h a t  I ' v e  

4  been on i n  a l l  t h e  c i t i e s  have a  fabulous 

5  t r a n s i t  system. And, I t h i n k ,  Chicago, as 

6  fabu lous as i t  i s ,  needs t o  s tep  up t o  t h e  p l a t e  

7  and make i t s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system as g l o r i o u s  

8  as a l l  o f  t h e  o the r  s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Un i ted  

9  S ta tes  i n  t h e  l a r g e  c i t i e s  t h a t  I have been i n .  

10 And, so,  I urge  whoever i t  i s  t h a t  i s  

11 i n  charge t o  t h i n k  th rough  t h i s  very  c a r e f u l l y ,  

12 because we must keep ou r  standards h igh  i n  

13 Chicago. 

14 And I know t h a t  t h e  p lan  was even t o  

15 extend t h e  Red L i n e  pas t  95 th  S t r e e t .  So, we 

16 need a l l  t h e  he lp  we can g e t  up here on t h e  

17 n o r t h  s i d e .  

18 I t  took  many years f o r  t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  

19 Rogers Park t o  become a  v i a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

20 community. There have been many condo 

21 developments , upsca le  - - more upscale r e n t a l s  , 

22 and people a r e  recogn i z i ng  Rogers Park as a  

23 v i a b l e  p lace t o  l i v e .  And i n  order  t o  keep 

24 those q u a l i t y  tenan ts  and no t  t o  have a  reve rsa l  
4  
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1 and a  t r e n d  downward, we must have t h e  improved 

2 system as w e l l  as con t i nue  t o  have a  J a r v i s  " L "  

3  s t o p ,  o the rw i se ,  wha t ' s  go ing  t o  happen w i t h  

4  J a r v i s ,  i t ' s  going t o  go downh i l l  and a l l  t h e  

5  smal l  businesses w i l l  be gone. 

6  Thank you.  

7  MS. REPORTER: P lease,  s t a t e  your name. 

8  MS. KRAUS: Amanda Kraus.  

9 I j u s t  wanted t o  s t a t e  t h a t  I am no t  i n  

10 suppor t  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  a t  J a r v i s ,  

11 because I t h i n k  i t  would have an unusua l l y  l a r g e  

12 impact  on t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  community as w e l l  

13 as t h e  businesses.  

14 I t  reduces o u r  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

15 o p t i o n s  and inc reases  f o o t  t r a f f i c  between 

16 J a r v i s  and Morse, which i s  t o o  f a r  t o  walk  f o r  a  

17 reasonable t r i p  downtown. 

18 So, t h a t ' s  i t ,  I t h i n k .  

19 MS. REPORTER: P lease,  s t a t e  your name. 

20 MS. KORTHASE: He id i  Korthase.  

21 I b e l i e v e  t h a t  minimal a c t i o n  should be 

22 taken ,  o n l y  a c t i o n s  necessary t o  make t h e  

23 s t a t i o n s  ADA access ib l e  shou ld  be make. 

24 Any th ing  more would be f i s c a l  1  y  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  
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I 
1  and l i k e l y  r e s u l t  i n  increased f a i r s  f o r  t h e  1 

1 
2  r i d e r s  who can l e a s t  a f f o r d  i t .  I 

1 
I 

3 The J a r v i s  s top  should not  be j 

I 
4  e l i m i n a t e d .  I t  should n o t  be a  casua l ty  t o  make 

5 f a s t e r  s e r v i c e .  People who want f a s t e r  s e r v i c e  I 

6  should t ake  t h e  t ime  t o  walk over t o  t h e  Metra .  

7  T h a t ' s  i t .  

8  MS. REPORTER: P lease,  s t a t e  your name. 

9  MS. SOLOMON: Nancy Solomon, S-0-L-0-M-0-N. 

10 I ' m  here because I ' m  concerned about 

11 t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c l o s i n g  o f  J a r v i  s ,  and I t h i n k  

12 t h a t  i t ' s  a  d read fu l  m is take ,  and I want t o  urge 

13 CTA t o  recons ider .  

14 I f ,  i n  f a c t ,  you want people t o  use 

15 t r a n s i t ,  then  you have t o  make i t  easy f o r  them 

16 t o  ge t  t o  i t .  I f  you d o n ' t  have a  s top  between 

17 t h e  Morse S t a t i o n  and Howard, t h a t ' s  an 

18 enormously dense popu la t i on  t h e r e  t h a t  uses t h a t  

19 s t a t i o n  and we a b s o l u t e l y  need i t .  

20 There a re  businesses who depend - -  who 

21 have grownup now around t h i s  s t a t i o n  t h a t  were 

22 never t h e r e  be fo re .  We had l i q u o r  s t o r e s .  Now 

23 we have, a c t u a l l y ,  a  beg inn ing o f  a  t h r i v i n g ,  

24 i n t e r e s t i n g  shops, and p laces t o  s i t ,  and 
6 
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1 have - -  and e a t ,  and meet one ano ther ,  I take  my 

2 dog t h e r e ,  t h e r e ' s  a  t h e a t e r ,  I mean, t h e r e ' s  a  

3 groomer, t h e r e ' s  a  t h e a t e r ,  t h e r e ' s  a  

4 r e s t a u r a n t  - -  t h e r e  a r e  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  t h e r e  a re  

5 c o f f e e  shops, t h a t  never e x i s t e d ,  and I ' v e  o n l y  

6 been here f i v e  years .  

7 I f  you want t o  do a  s t o p  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  

8 I l i v e d  i n  New York f o r  a  thousand years ,  t h e r e  

9 a r e  Double A L i n e s ,  t hey  were l o c a l s ,  t h e  A L ine  

10 moved on t h e  same t r a c k ,  t h a t  was an express.  

11 I f  you want t o  go Howard, I guess, 

12 Loyo la ,  something, make t h a t  an express,  keep 

13 t h e  r e s t  o f  i t  a  l o c a l  so t h a t  people have 

14 cho ices .  

15 Rogers Park i s  always on t h e  verge o f  

16 becoming decent .  To t a k e  away t h a t  " L "  S t a t i o n ,  

17 t h a t  - -  t h a t  t r a n s i t  s t op ,  because i t  d o e s n ' t  

18 have t o  be an " L " ,  i t  can be underneath, who 

19 cares ,  would be a  death  no te  f o r  our community. 

20 I t  would t u r n  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  we have done 

21 backwards. I t  would c rash  our  system. 

22 So, I urge C T A ,  I implo re  CTA t o  

23 recons ider  c l o s i n g  J a r v i  s .  

2 4 A l so ,  when I looked a t  t h e  map, t h e  
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1  d is tances  between t h e  s tops  t h a t  they were n o t  

2  go ing  t o  c l ose  were v e r y  s h o r t ,  bu t  t h e  s t o p  

3 between Loyola and Howard i s  ve ry  l o n g  and 

4  t reacherous .  

5  I t ' s  scary  enough t o  walk f rom t h e  

6  J a r v i s  S t a t i o n  t o  my house, which i s  no t  t h a t  

7 f a r  away, i n  t h e  m idd le  o f  t h e  n i g h t ,  bu t  t o  

8  walk  f rom Howard t o  my house i n  t h e  m idd le  o f  

9 t h e  n i g h t ,  I won ' t  use i t .  I w i l l  no t  use 

10 t r a n s i t  i f  I have t o d o  t h a t .  I c a n ' t  do i t .  

11 And I c a n ' t  f rom Morse, i t ' s  t o o  f a r .  

12 A l so ,  I ' m  a  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n ,  I ' m  

13 71 -years  o l d .  I t r a v e l e d  i n  Europe, and they  

14 have, be1 i e v e  i t  o r  n o t ,  e s c a l a t o r s .  And they  

15 have a  k i n d  o f  a  system l i k e  a  Target  - -  l i k e  

16 they have i n  Target  where you can - -  when Target  

17 i s  on more than one f l o o r  and you can pu t  your 

18 c a r t  i n  i t ,  t h e y ,  a c t u a l l y ,  have something you 

19 c o u l d ,  a c t u a l l y ,  you know, s tand next  t o  i t  and 

20 your  baggage goes up and down w i t h  you - -  goes 

21 w i t h  you.  I mean, t h a t  would be l o v e l y .  

22 Have ADA - -  i t  has t o  be ADA compl ian t .  

23 The re ' s  an awful l o t  o f  us who have t r o u b l e  w i t h  

24 t h e  s t a i r s ,  we use t r a n s i t ,  anyway, bu t  we have 
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a  l o t  o f  t r o u b l e .  So, i t  would be n i c e  when 

you - -  when t h e y ' r e  recons ide r i ng  what t h e y ' r e  

do ing  t o  make i t  ADA compl iant  i n  such a  way 

t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  s t u p i d .  

Because one o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  - -  I 

know I o n l y  have t h r e e  minutes,  one t h e  

a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  J a r v i s  i s  t h a t  they would 

p u t  - -  they  would p u t  an a c c e s s i b i l i t y  f a r  

enough away t h a t  you s t i l l  have t o  walk  t h i s  

enormous d i s tance  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n .  

I t  doesn ' t  make any sense. You have an 

e l e v a t o r  b locks  away t o  g e t  t o  a  p lace  where you 

have t o  then  wa lk  l i k e  a  c razy  l ady  t o  c a t c h  - -  

ca t ch  a  t r a i n .  

I d o n ' t  understand why J a r v i s  i s  

chosen. I t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  p o l i t i c a l .  I d o n ' t  

l i k e  i t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  d o e s n ' t  understand 

t h a t  J a r v i s  and Rogers Park i s  a  dense community 

t h a t ' s  t r y i n g  i t s  bes t  t o  be a  v i b r a n t  p a r t  o f  

20 c i t y .  And we need - -  we need our  - -  we need our  
I I 
I 21 

s t a t i o n  Doesn ' t  have t o  be fancy ,  j u s t  has t o  I 
22 b e a v a i l a b l e .  I 

I 23 
Thank you.  I 

I 24 
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1 near J a r v i s .  I ' m  concerned about those 

2 businesses.  They need t o  be t h e r e  and they  need 

3 t o  t h r i v e  f o r  my - -  f o r  my community t o  make i t .  

4 Thank you. 

5 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

6 MS. GABRIEL: Rosemary G a b r i e l .  

7 I j u s t  wanted t o  - -  I ' m  - -  I ' m  f e e l i n g  

8 r e a l l y  u n s e t t l e d  and unhappy w i t h  t h e  i dea  o f  

9 c l o s i n g  t h e  Red L i n e  - -  t h e  J a r v i s  S t a t i o n .  

10 I mean, one o f  t h e  reasons why I l i v e  

11 i n  t h i s  area i s  because t h e r e ' s  a t r a i n  s t a t i o n  

12 r i g h t  nex t  t o  where I l i v e .  I f e e l  sa fe .  

13 As someone who works e a r l y  i n  t h e  

14 morning,  I would f e e l  t h a t  I ' m  p u t t i n g  my l i f e  

15 i n  danger hav ing t o  wa lk  f rom Chase Avenue a l l  

16 t h e  way t o  Howard, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  

17 months when i t ' s  r e a l  1 y dark  when I 'm l e a v i n g  

18 work and i t ' s  da rk  as I ' m  coming home. 

19 I had surgery  done on both  f e e t  l a s t  

20 yea r .  I d o n ' t  wa lk  o r  r un  as I used t o ,  I ' m  no t  

21 a b l e  t o  as we1 1 as I used t o .  And, so ,  i t  would 

22 j u s t  be so much more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me. 

2 3 And, then ,  I bought my condominium 

24 where I bought i t ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  because o f  t h e  
10 
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1 

1  J a r v i s  T r a i n  S t a t i o n .  Because i t ' s  c l o s e ,  i t ' s  I 

I 
2 near ,  i t ' s  conven ien t ,  and I f e e l  sa fe .  So, I 

I 
3 f e e l  ve ry  uncomfor tab le  w i t h  t h e  i dea  o f  them 

4 c l o s i n g i t .  
I 

5 I f  t h e r e ' s  any o p t i o n ,  any th ing  they  

6 can do t o  keep i t  open, you know, t h a t ' s  t h e  

7 o p t i o n  t h a t  I would go f o r .  You know, so, these 

8 a r e  t h e  t h i n g s .  1 

9 And I ,  a l s o ,  hear t h a t  Thorndale might  

10 be c losed .  You know, t h a t ' s  another area t h a t  I 

11 use a l o t .  You know, i t ' s  convenient ,  t h e r e  a r e  

12 businesses bo th  a t  J a r v i s  and a t  Thorndale t h a t  

13  people use t h a t ' s  conven ien t ,  you know, and if 

14 they  c l o s e  t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n s ,  i t  would be e x t r a  

15 problem, e x t r a  - -  i t ' l l  k i n d  o f  t ake ,  you know, 

16 t ake  o u t  a l o t  o f  businesses,  f i r s t  o f  a l l  . 

17 Because i t ' s  e a s i e r  when you come o f f  

18 t h e  t r a i n ,  you can j u s t  go around t h e  co rne r ,  

19 use t h e  cur rency exchange, use t h e ,  you know, 

20 t h e  d r y  c l eane rs ,  and so on and so f o r t h .  And 

21 i f  you d o n ' t  have t h a t  convenience, i t  j u s t  - -  

22 you know, I f e e l  t h a t  those businesses w i l l  

23 c l  osedown . 

24 And I l o v e  t h e  way t h e  p lace  i s ,  you 
11 
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1  know, deve lop ing.  I l i k e t h e w a y  t h a t  i 
i 

2  t h e r e ' s  - -  t h e r e ' s  a l l  those conveniences around t 

3  t h a t .  You know, t h a t ' s  one o f  t h e  reasons why I 1 

I 

4 was t r y i n g  t o  buy my condominium i n  t h a t  area.  1 
I 

5  So, I r e a l l y  would - -  i f  t h e r e ' s  any 

6 o p t i o n  t h a t  would a l l o w  us t o  leave t h e  J a r v i s  I 

7  and Thorndale,  any - -  both  those s t a t i o n s  open, 

8  t h a t ' s  t h e  o p t i o n  t h a t  I ' m  a l l  f o r .  

9 T h a t ' s  i t .  

10 MS. REPORTER: Please, s t a t e  your name. 

11 MR. WALTERS: Frank Wal te rs .  

12 I j u s t  wanted t o  comment on t h e  t h r e e  

13 Modernizat ion P r o j e c t s .  

14 Whi le I t h i n k  i t ' s  a  wor thwh i le  goal t o  

15 t r y  t o  speedup t h e  speed o f  t h e  t r a i n s ,  I d o n ' t  

16 t h i n k  i t ' s  a  good i dea  t o  e l i m i n a t e  s t a t i o n s ,  

17 1  i ke,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  J a r v i s  s top .  

18 I f  you l o o k  a t  those maps, you can see 

19 a  v i s i b l e  l a r g e  gap on those p lans where you 

20 take  ou t  J a r v i s  t h a t ' s  go ing t o  inconvenience 

21 and pu t  i n  danger a  l o t  o f  people,  I t h i n k .  

22 Because hav ing them go t o  t h e  Howard 

23 s top  o r  down t o  Morse, people w i l l  have t o  walk 

24 through some areas t h a t  a re  a  l i t t l e  b i t  
12 
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1  sketchy,  and t h e y ' r e  n o t  go ing t o  be as sa fe .  

2  My w i f e  has been harassed several  t imes 

3 on Howard S t r e e t ,  and I don ' t f e e l  sa fe  hav ing 

4  her  walk up t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  a  good 

5  i d e a .  

6 I t h i n k  i t ' s ,  a l s o ,  go ing t o  have 

7 nega t i ve  economic impacts on our  neighborhood. 

8 Our p rope r t y  values w i l l  go down, t h e  l o c a l  

9 businesses w i l l  have l e s s  t r a f f i c  because o f  t h e  

10 c l osu re  o f  those s tops .  

11 So, I ' m  very  much aga ins t  t h e  c l o s i n g  

12 o f  J a r v i s ,  espec ia l1  y .  

13 I f  t h e r e ' s  someway t h a t  they cou ld  

14 conso l i da te  some o f  these p lans and no t  do t h e  

15 s t a t i o n  c l o s i n g s ,  bu t  s t i l l  improve t h e  s t a t i o n s  

16 f o r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  and p l a t f o r m ,  and a l l  o f  t h a t  

17 k i n d  o f  s t u f f ,  I t h i n k  i t  would be a  g rea t  i dea .  

18 Thank you. 

19 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

20 MR. SCULLY: Tom S c u l l y ,  S-C-U-L-L-Y. 

21 I j u s t  d o n ' t  want them t o  ge t  r i d  o f  

22 t h e  J a r v i s  S t a t i o n .  Anyth ing - -  any p lan  t h a t  

23 would i n v o l v e  no t  g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  t h a t  would be 

24 g r e a t .  I t h i n k  i t  b r i n g s  a  l o t  o f  jobs i n t o  
13 
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1 t h a t  a rea .  

2 And t h a t ' s ,  p r e t t y  much, i t .  
I 

3 I l i v e  on J a r v i s ,  and I use i t  t o  ge t  

4 f r o m p l a c e  t o p l a c e ,  so i t  would a f f e c t  my l i f e  
I 

5 negat ive1 y and o t h e r  people  around t h e  a rea .  

6 So, t h a t ' s  i t .  

7 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

8 MS. CROWE: Anne Crowe. 

9 The J a r v i s  " L "  S t a t i o n  should remain 

10 opened rega rd less  o f  any improvement p l a n s .  The 

11 p lans  proposed by t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  do n o t  address 

12 t h e c l o s i n g  o f  t h e s t a t i o n .  The p l a n  f o r  a 

13 r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  seems t o  make t h e  

14 most sense t o  me. 

15 We l i v e  i n  a d i v e r s e  neighborhood. We 

16 have handicapped peop le ,  we need an e l e v a t o r .  

17 Th is  s t a t i o n  i s  n o t  i n  keeping w i t h  t h e  way t h a t  

18 t h e  J a r v i  s Square business community has 

19 grownup. 

2 0 The c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  " L "  would des t roy  

21 t h e  new businesses and t ake  away jobs from those 

22 people who worked r e a l  1 y hard t o  bu i l dup  t h e i r  

23 own businesses i n  J a r v i s  Square. 

24 I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Morse, on t h e  one hand, 
14 
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1 Howard, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a r e  r e a l l y  t o o  l o n g  

2  f o r  our  sen io r  c i t i z e n s ,  our  c h i l d r e n ,  and o t h e r  

3  people t o  ge t  t o  t h e  " L " .  

4  I f  t h e  CTA wants t o  inc rease  r i d e r s h i p ,  

5  they  need t o  be making t h e  s t a t i o n s  user 

6  f r i e n d l y  and t hey  need t o  no t  c l ose  s t a t i o n s  a t  

7 a l l .  

8  MS. REPORTER: P lease,  s t a t e  your name. 

9  MS. SUMATRA: Dorenda Sumatra. 

10 And I l i v e  a t  1440 West Sherwin, which 

11 i s ,  l i k e ,  conven ien t ,  two b locks  away from t h e  

12 J a r v i s  S t a t i o n .  

13 And I work and come home l a t e  a t  n i g h t .  

14 And I absolu te1 y  l o v e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I can walk 

15 s a f e l y  on home pass ing through t h e  businesses i n  

16 t h e  area,  which a re  suddenly open a t  n i g h t .  

17 Now, i f  they  c l o s e  t h e  Howard 

18 S t a t i o n  - -  i f  they  c l o s e  t h e  J a r v i s  S t a t i o n ,  

19 then I, e s s e n t i a l l y ,  have t o  walk  f o u r  b locks  

20 through what I cons ider  a  h i gh -c r ime  area.  I t ' s  

21 a  t h r e a t  t o  my s a f e t y  as w e l l .  

22 Now, t h e r e  was a  recen t  resurgence o f  

23 t h e  J a r v i s  Square, which i s  t h e  corner o f  

24 Greenview and J a r v i s ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  two,  
15 
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1  t h r e e  years .  The re ' s  some res tau ran ts  t h a t  

2  opened t h e r e ,  and a  l i q u o r  s t o r e ,  and some o the r  

3  areas t h a t  occupy t h i s  once vacant s t o r e f r o n t s .  

4  And i t ' s  becoming k i n d  o f  a  v i b r a n t  

5 community i n  a  way. And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  

6 pedes t r ian  t r a f f i c  coming f rom t h e  J a r v i s  

7 S t a t i o n  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  these s t o r e s .  

8  So, e s s e n t i a l l y ,  i t  would c u t o f f  whatever, you 

9  know, customer base they  have, i t  would l i m i t  

10 i t ,  decrease i t ,  and - -  and they  might c l o s e .  

11 So, e s s e n t i a l l y ,  i t  cou ld  be t h e  death o f  

12 t h a t  - -  o f  t h a t  Square, which i s  k i n d  o f  a  n i c e  

13 l i t t l e  Square w i t h  a  couple  o f  t h e a t e r s .  

14 So, I t h i n k  i t ' s  essen t i a l  t o  be near 

15 t h e  s t a t i o n ,  because i t ' s  j u s t  t o o  f a r  away t o  

16 walk i f  you were - - you know, l i v e  anywhere e l s e  

17 o r  you have t o  disembark - -  I mean, you have t o  

18 ge t  o f f  on any o t h e r  s t a t i o n .  

19 Bu t ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  I moved t o  t h e  condo 

20 where I l i v e  now because o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t ' s  

21 t h e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  J a r v i s  S t a t i o n .  And I f e e l  

22 p r e t t y  sa fe  be ing near t h e  s t a t i o n ,  because 

23 t h e r e  a re  a  l o t  o f  pedes t r ian  t r a f f i c .  

24 So, b a s i c a l l y ,  i t ' s ,  you know, t h e  
16 
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1 whole community t h a t ' s  been a f f e c t e d ,  i t ' s  no t  

2 j u s t  myse l f .  So, I s t r o n g l y  o b j e c t ,  and I want 

3 t o  record  my o b j e c t i o n s  as t o  t h i s  c l o s i n g .  And 

4 I t h i n k  f o r  t h e  - -  f o r  t h e  sake of - -  we should 

5 no t  s a c r i f i c e  community l i f e ,  which i s ,  I t h i n k ,  

6 has been a1 i v e  and we1 1 i n  t h e  J a r v i s  area 

7 community, e s p e c i a l l y ,  J a r v i s  Square. 

8 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

9 MS. WANCZYK: Teresa Wanczyk. 

10 I am here t o  ask t h a t  t h e  CTA remain 

11 open a t  t h e  J a r v i s  s t o p .  

12 I t ' s  impor tan t  t h a t  - -  f o r  my husband 

13 t o  go t o  schoo l ,  i t ' s  impor tan t  f o r  my daughter 

14 t o  t r a v e l  by when she needs t o  go downtown, o r  

15 when her f r i e n d s  come by ,  they  - -  t h a t ' s  t h e  

16 c l o s e s t  s t a t i o n  f o r  them. 

17 It would be a hardsh ip  and a burden f o r  

18 my husband, who may n o t  be ab le  t o  make h i s  

19 t r a i n  s top  and be ab le  t o  con t inue  t o  go t o  

20 school i f  he has t o  t ake  another r o u t e .  I t  

21 would be t o o  hard f o r  him, i t ' s  much b e t t e r .  

22 And w e ' r e  hoping t h a t  t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  

23 remain open. Thank you.  

24 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 
17 
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1  MR. FOXMAN: R ichard  Foxman. 

2 I ' m  an a v i d  b i k e  r i d e r .  I r i d e  my b i k e  

3  downtown t o  work.  I t  would be a  l o t  b e t t e r  i f  

4 t h e  CTA had some more t r a i n s  upon which I cou ld  

5  t ake  my b i c y c l e  o t h e r  than  rush  hour ,  because 

6  t h a t ' s  when I go t o  work.  L i k e ,  i f  you had a  

7  t h i n g  where I cou ld  g e t  on a t ,  say, 6 :30,  o r  

8  h a v e a  l i t t l e m o r e  f l e x i b i l i t y  f o r  b i k e s .  

9  And, a l s o ,  when you p u t  your b i k e  on 

10 t h e  t r a i n ,  i t ' s  - -  i t ' s  ve ry  awkward, because i f  

11 t h e r e ' s  a  l o t  o f  peop le  on t h e  c a r ,  i t ' s  ve ry  

12 hard t o  g e t  on t h e  c a r  and o f f  t h e  c a r ,  you 

13 f o l l o w m e ?  

14 So, t h e r e  must be a  way o f  maybe have 

15 p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a i n  f o r  b i k e s  and have s igns  t o  

16 t e l l  peop le ,  i f  y o u ' r e  on a  b i k e ,  t h i s  i s  where 

17 you go,  i t ' s  t h i s  c a r ,  t h e  f o u r t h  c a r ,  whatever 

18 i t  i s ,  see what I ' m  saying? 

19 So, t h a t  would be - -  and, t hen ,  a l s o ,  

20 a t  s t a t i o n s  where downtown i t  has t o  be eas ie r  

21 t o  ge t  up and down on your  b i c y c l e  i n s t e a d  o f  

22 s c r o l l i n g  i t  up t h e  s t a i r s .  Some o f  t h e  

23 s t a t i o n s  d o n ' t  have an e l e v a t o r .  

2  4 So, t h a t  ' s  b i c y c l e s  . 
18 
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1  We t a k e  t h e  J a r v i s  " L " ,  my w i f e  and I ,  

2  and i t  would be a  major  problem i f  t h e  CTA 

3  c losed  t h e  J a r v i s  " L "  s top .  I would l i k e  t o  

4  advocate t hey  keep t h e  J a r v i s  "L" s top  open, b u t  

5  i t  needs t o  be renovated,  because i t ' s  r e a l l y  i n  

6  poor c o n d i t i o n .  

7 And, I guess, those a r e  my two - -  two 

8  main t h i n g s ,  b i c y c l e  and - -  on t h e  t r a i n s ,  and 

9 keeping open t h e  J a r v i s  " L "  s t a t i o n .  

10 I s  t h e r e  any th ing  I cou ld  do t o  he lp  

11 keep t h e  J a r v i s  "L "  s top  open? 

12 The o the r  t h i n g  would be t o  con t inue  

13 upgrad ing,  o r  t h e  t h i r d  t h i n g ,  where when you 

14 know when t h e  t r a i n ' s  coming 1  i ke you have a t  

15 Belmont and F u l l e r t o n  where i t  t e l l s  you Purp le  

16 L i n e  i n  e i g h t  minutes,  and Brown L i n e ,  i f  you 

17 had t h a t  a t  t h e  o the r  s t a t i o n s  which sa id ,  you 

18 know, t r a i n  coming i n  e i g h t  minutes,  t r a i n  

19 coming i n  two minutes,  t h a t  would be - -  and why 

20 c o u l d n ' t  you have t h a t  down below on the  screen? 

21 Why does i t  have t o  be on t h e  p la t fo rm? 

22 Cou ldn ' t  you have a  moni tor  t h a t ' s  p ro tec ted  so 

23 i t ' s  i n  t h e  s t a t i o n ?  E s p e c i a l l y ,  when i t ' s  

24 c o l d ,  you want t o  s tay  i n s i d e  and see t r a i n  
19 
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1 coming i n  t h r e e  minutes so t h a t  you go through 

2  t h e  t u r n s t i l e  then  go u p s t a i r s .  

3  Okay. T h a t ' s  i t .  

4  MS. REPORTER: P lease,  s t a t e  your name. 

5  MS. EVANS: Georgia S. Evans. 

6  My name i s  Georgia S. Evans, I have 

7 been a  28-year  r e s i d e n t  o f  East Rogers Park,  t h e  

8  49 th  Ward, and now a  3 -year  r e s i d e n t  o f  West 

9  Ridge, o r  t h e  50 th  Ward. I have n o n p r o f i t  

10 business i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  Uptown, 46 th ,  48th  

11 Ward, and t h e  27 th  Ward on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  t o  

12 which I w i l l  l i m i t  my comments. 

13 I n  t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e ,  I b e l i e v e  e l e v a t o r s  

14 f o r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  f o r  a l l  medical cen te r  stops 

15 and h y d r a u l i c  l i f t s  on buses f o r  r ou tes  t h e r e t o ,  

16 espec ia l1  y ,  t h e  B lue L ine  by Cook County S t roger  

17 H o s p i t a l ,  Rush, U I C ,  and t h e  Red L ine ,  f o r  

18 i ns tance ,  a t  Lawrence where t h e r e  i s  C h i l d r e n ' s  

19 Memorial , Uptown Community Hea l t h  Center ,  

20 D i v i s i o n  o f  Near Nor th  Hea l th  Center ,  and 

21 Hear t land  A l l i a n c e  a t  Lawrence and Sher idan,  a t  

22 Wi lson t h e r e  i s  t h e  C i t y  Board o f  Hea l t h .  So, 

23 a l l  these s tops need t o  have access ib l e  boarding 

24 and access ib l e  buses t o  ge t  them t o  those h e a l t h  
2  0  
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1  cen te rs .  

2 Again,  i n  t h e  b i g  p i c t u r e ,  n o t  

3  e x c l u s i v e  t o  t h e  Red o r  Purp le  L i nes ,  a l l  

4  underpasses and v i a d u c t s  should be pa in ted  

5  f l u o r e s c e n t  w i t h  e l e c t r i c  w h i t e  f o r  s a f e t y  

6 be fo re  any f e d e r a l l y  funded money f o r  s e c u r i t y  

7 l i g h t s  a re  i n s t a l l e d ,  n o t  as pa in ted  backdrops 

8  f o r  community a r t i s t s ,  bu t  f o r  s a f e t y .  

9 A r t  on t h e  w a l l  should be l i m i t e d  t o  

10 t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ,  no t  t h e  

11 underpasses and v i a d u c t s .  They should be w h i t e  

12 f o r  s a f e t y .  

13 A l so ,  a l l  growth should be cutdown and 

14 kep t  down, e i t h e r  p u l l e d ,  burned, poured w i t h  

15 b o i l i n g  v i nega r ,  something t o  g e t  r i d  o f  them so 

16 t h a t  t h e  tho rough fa re  a l l e y s  such as t h e  one 

17 l e a d i n g  f rom Lawrence t o  A i n s l  i e  by t h e  Aragon 

18 Bal l room where t h e i r  pa t rons  stand i n  l i n e ,  

19 thousands o f  them t o  g e t  i n ,  o r  on t h e  J a r v i s  

20 s top  where people  walk  f rom Sherwin t o  t h e  

21 J a r v i s  "L "  s t o p .  

2  2  Th i s  i s ,  a1 so ,  t o  a1 low accessi b i  1  i t y  

23 f o r  t h e  S t r e e t s  and S a n i t a t i o n  t r u c k s  t o  c lean  

24 these pedes t r i an  and thorough fa re  a l l e y s .  
21 
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1  Concerning t h i s  Red L i  ne lPurp le  L ine  

2  Modern izat ion P r o j e c t ,  t h e  conso l ida ted  s tops a t  

3  Lawrence and Wi lson i s  no t  a  good i d e a ,  because 

4  Lawrence has t h r e e  h e a l t h  cen te rs  on t h e  s top .  

5 Again,  a t  Lawrence and Broadway, C h i l d r e n ' s  

6  Memorial Hosp i t a l  , Uptown Community Hea l th  

7  Center,  a  D i v i s i o n ,  aga in ,  o f  Near Nor th  Hea l th  

8  Serv ices Corpora t ion ,  p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  Swedish 

9  Covenant Hosp i t a l  has space t h e r e ,  and, aga in ,  

10 Heart1 and A1 1  i ance .  

11 The Wi lson s top  has Truman Co l lege ,  as 

12 w e l l  as t h e  Uptown Neighborhood Heal th  Center ,  

13 o r  t h e  C i t y  Board o f  Hea l t h .  

14 I n  a  general  na tu re ,  ye l l ow  i s  t h e  

15 c o l o r  o f  cau t i on ,  n o t  b l u e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we 

16 should rep lace  t h e  b lue  borders  t o  t h e  " L "  s top 

17 p l a t f o r m s  i n  ye l l ow .  B lue i s  t o o  c l ose  t o  t h e  

18 c o l o r  o f  t h e  grayed wood and t h e  gray stones i n  

19 t h e  t r a i n  p i t s .  

20 Th i s  goes t o  eve ry th ing  you needed t o  

21 know, you learned i n  k i nde rga r ten ,  green f o r  go,  

22 red  f o r  s top ,  and ye l l ow  f o r  cau t i on .  Blue 

23 i s n ' t  i n  t h a t ,  and i t ' s  - -  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  a  

24 good s a f e t y  ma jo r .  
22 
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1 I t h i n k  good t r a n s f e r  s t a t i o n  

2 extens ions a t  Loyo la  and Wilson make p e r f e c t  

3  sense because o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  s tops .  

4  I had t h e  p leasure  o f  se rv ing  on t h e  

5  Red L ine  Adv isory  Committee when the  Howard 

6  Terminal was be ing remodeled, so I have been a  

7  long t ime i nvo l ved  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s i t  on t h e  Red 

8  L ine  on t h i s  s i d e  o f  town, and I ' m  happy t o  have 

9 had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  con t inue  t o  c o n t r i b u t e ,  a t  

10 t h i s  t i m e .  

11 Thank you. 

12 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

13 MS. EVANS: Deborha Evans. 

14 We have a  business i n  J a r v i s ,  1506 West 

15 J a r v i s .  And we would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  i f  t h e  

16 business - -  i f  they  - -  i f  you s top  t h e  J a r v i s  

17 "L "  from s topp ing  a t  J a r v i s ,  t h a t  i t  would make 

18 our business n o t  v i a b l e  t o  be open anymore. 

19 We depend on a  l o t  o f  people who come 

20 f rom Evanston who, a c t u a l l y ,  t ake  t h e  t r a i n ,  

21 because they  c a n ' t  f i n d  pa rk ing ,  and w i l l  come 

22 t o  our wine and food s t o r e ,  and then take  t h e  

23 t r a i n  back t o  Evanston. 

24 We, a l s o ,  employ f o u r  people from t h e  
23 
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Rogers Park  a rea ,  and they  would l o s e  t h e i r  

j obs ,  t o o .  

So, f o r  us f o r  t h e  J a r v i s  t o  be taken 

away f rom t h e  " L "  s top  would be p r e t t y  c r u c i a l  . 

We're a  ve ry  smal l  bus iness,  and we w o u l d n ' t  

s u r v i v e  i f  they  t ook  t h a t  away. 

T h a t ' s  a l l .  

MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

MS. OLIN: My name i s  Susan O l i n ,  0 - L - I - N .  

Okay. What I want t o  say i s  t h a t ,  I ' v e  

been l i v i n g  i n  Rogers Park f o r  over 20 years .  

I ' m  an owner he re .  I am a  member o f  t h e  Rogers 

Park H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  

I looked  a t  one o f  t h e  Rogers Park 

H i s t o r y  books t o n i g h t ,  and I read what I had 

remembered f rom p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h a t  t h e  Loyo la ,  

Morse, and J a r v i s  s tops have been t h e r e  f o r  

125 years ,  s i n c e  1885. They predate  t h e  CTA and 

they  p reda te  Chicago. Rogers Park was no t  a  

p a r t  o f  Chicago u n t i l  1893. 

So, those t h r e e  s tops ,  Loyo la ,  Morse, 

and J a r v i s ,  a re  t h e  backbone o f  our community i n  

Rogers Park .  Our whole neighborhood has been 

b u i l t  up around those t h r e e  " L "  s tops .  
24 
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1 The Howard S t r e e t  S t a t i o n  went i n  i n  

2 1908, and t h a t  p a r t  n o r t h  o f  Howard became p a r t  

3 o f  Chicago i n  1915. So, t h a t  s top  came l a t e r .  

4 But Loyo la ,  and J a r v i s  - -  Loyo la ,  

5 Morse, and J a r v i s  have been t h e r e  f o r  125 years .  

6 The J a r v i s  S t r e e t  S t a t i o n ,  i n  

7 p a r t i c u l a r ,  s e r v i c e d  a t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu ry  

8 s u b d i v i s i o n  c a l l e d  Birchwood Beach. Th i s  was a 

9 l u x u r y  s u b d i v i s i o n  n o r t h  o f  Touhy, and t h a t ' s  

10 why t h e  Frank L loyd  Wr igh t  house i s  t h e r e  near 

11 t h e  J a r v i s  " L "  s t o p .  That Frank L loyd Wright  

12 house i s  a n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c  s i t e .  

13 So, these  t h r e e  " L "  stops a re  t h e  

14 backbone o f  ou r  community. They have h i s t o r i c  

15 s i g n i f i c a n c e .  They a r e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  

16 c u l t u r a l  , and commercial hubs o f  our 

17 neighborhood. I f  you t ake  ou t  these s tops ,  you 

18 t ake  ou t  these t r a d i t i o n a l  hubs and s i g n i f i c a n t  

19 aspects o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  ou r  neighborhood t h a t  

20 con t i nue  on today ,  because they con t inue  t o  be 

21 t h e  hubs o f  ou r  neighborhood. So, when t h e  CTA 

22 makes changes t o  these  neighborhoods i n  t h e  

23 c i t y ,  they  have t o  cons ider  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  t h e  

24 c u l t u r a l ,  and t h e  commercial i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
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1 these t r a d i t i o n a l  neighborhood hubs. 

2 And, I t h i n k ,  t h a t ' s  about i t .  

3 Le t  me say one o the r  t h i n g .  

4 A l l  o f  these cons ide ra t i ons  a re  apa r t  

5 f rom t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t i o n s  are a l ready  f a r  

6 apa r t  enough and i t  would be way t o o  f a r  t o  walk 

7 i f  you e l i m i n a t e d  any o f  t h e  s t a t i o n s .  And I 

8 use t h e  J a r v i s  S t r e e t  "L "  S t a t i o n  every day. 

9 Thank you. 

10 (Which were a l l  t h e  

11 proceedings had i n  t h e  above 

12 cause t h i s  da te  and t i m e . )  

13 
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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

2 ) s s :  

3 COUNTY OF C 0 0 K ) 

4 

5 Sandra D i  V i t o ,  be ing f i r s t  d u l y  sworn, 

6 on oa th  says t h a t  she i s  a c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  do ing 

7 business i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I l l i n o i s ;  and t h a t  she 

8 repo r ted  i n  shorthand t h e  proceedings o f  s a i d  

9 hea r i ng ,  and t h a t  t h e  fo rego ing  i s  a  t r u e  and 

10 c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  her  shorthand notes so 

11 taken as a f o r e s a i d ,  and con ta ins  t h e  proceedings 

12 g iven  a t  s a i d  hea r i ng .  
'% 

Sandra D i  V i  t o ,  CSR 

16 LIC. N O .  084-004642 
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1  (Whereupon, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

2 proceedings were h e l d  i n  an 

3  open pub1 i c  meet ing.  ) 

4  THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

5  MR. BENBOW: A1 f r e d  Benbow. 

6  I ' m  concerned about t h e  s a f e t y  on a l l  

7  t h e  Red L ine ,  Pu rp le ,  Brown, 1  i ke c r imes .  And 

8  more access ib le  f o r  l i k e  handicapped people t o  

9 ge t  on and o f f  t h e  t r a i n  i f  t h e y ' r e  on l i k e  

10 wheelcha i rs ,  wa lkers .  

11 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

12 MR. TRAUSCHT: Thomas Trauscht .  I ' l l  s p e l l  

13 my l a s t  name, T - r - a - u - s - c - h - t .  

14 Probably t h e  most impor tan t  comment I 

15 cou ld  make would be t h a t  t h e r e  be e l e v a t o r s  a t  

16 every f a c i l i t y ,  a t  every E l  s t o p ,  and be 

17 handicapped accessi  b l  e  because i t  ' s  

18 d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  t o  have them i n  some 

19 neighborhoods i n  L i n c o l n  Park and n o t  i n  o the r  

20 E l  s tops up around Morse and J a r v i s .  

2  1  Secondly, t h e  most impor tant  comment 

22 t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  make i s  t h a t  

23 t h e  American p u b l i c  a r e  be ing cheated by our 

24 represen ta t i ves  and Congress and the  White House 
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1 by our a l l eged  rep resen ta t i ves  no t  f o r c i n g  t h e  

2  weal thy  t o  pay t h e i r  f a i r  share o f  taxes .  Obama 

3 f a i l i n g  t o  p u t  an end t o  t h e  extens ion o f  t h e  
I j 

4  BushlCheney t a x  c u t s  i s  d i r e c t l y  respons ib le  f o r  I 

1 
5 c u t s  i n  se rv i ces  and personnel i n  l aw  I 

6  enforcement and f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  and a l s o  s o c i a l  1 

7 se rv i ces ,  whether i t  be hea l thcare ,  mental 

8 h e a l t h  o r  whatever i t  may be.  And t h a t  a l s o  

9 i nc ludes  our p rec ious  mass t r a n s i t  system, which 

10 needs t o  be o f  t h e  f u t u r e  because t h a t  w i l l  he lp  

11 e l i m i n a t e  congest ion and be envi  ronmental l  y  

12 f r i  end1 y  emissions w ise .  

13 So t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  make i s  

14 t h a t  t h e  RTA and t h e  CTA and t h e  - -  a l l  t h e  

15 mayors and t h e  aldermen and d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  RTA 

16 and CTA have t o  s tand up and p u b l i c l y  h u m i l i a t e  

17 our people i n  Congress f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  f o r c e  t h e  

18 f i l t h y  r i c h  t o  pay t h e i r  f a i r  share and p o r t i o n  

19 o f  taxes .  Because us n o t  having t h a t  money i s  

20 what c u t s  t h e  se rv i ces  and what c u t s  t h e  

21 personnel i n ,  as I s a i d ,  law enforcement, f i r e ,  

22 mass t r a n s i t ,  hea l thcare  and a l l  t h e  s o c i a l  

23 se rv i ces .  

24 Therefore,  t h e  most impor tant  t h i n g  f o r  
3  
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t h e  management t o  do i s  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h a t  

Congress needs t o  f o r c e  t h e  weal thy  t o  pay t h e i r  

f a i r  share o f  taxes so we can have programs and 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  improvement. 

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MR. DESANTIS: My name i s  B r i an  DeSantis. I 

l i v e  a t  6709 Nor th  Lakewood, 49 th  Ward. 

I guess t h e  c l o s e s t  E l  s t a t i o n  would be 

Loyola b u t  I ' m  n o t  t o o  f a r  f rom the  Morse s top 

e i t h e r .  I t h i n k  something desperate ly  needs t o  

be done w i t h  t h e  Red L i n e .  Not t o  be t o o  

b iased ,  b u t  p r e s e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  Loyola s t a t i o n ,  

which i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  p lans  put  f o r t h ,  

seeing rebar  and concre te  i s  never a  good t h i n g .  

I 1 i ke a1 1  o f  t h e  p lans ,  w i t h  t h e  

excep t ion  o f  t h e  f i r s t  one, which i s  b a s i c a l l y  

t o  do no th ing  o r  s t a t u s  quo. We need t o  

modernize one way o r  ano ther .  I l i k e  a l l  o f  t he  

p lans o t h e r  than  t h a t .  

Changing ou t  ear then embankments 

wor r ies  me, as f a r  as t h e  no ise  cons ide ra t i on .  

The on1 y  two t h i n g s  I have t o  compare aga ins t  i s  

ear then embankments and w h a t ' s  down i n  Old Town 

on t h e  Red L ine .  Old Town i s  l o u d .  You know, 
4 
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1 earthen embankments a re  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  q u i e t e r .  

2  I would have a  concern i f  they  pu t  up t h e  

I 
, 
I 

3  proposed changes o f  how l oud  t h a t  may o r  may n o t  1 
4  be. 

I 
I 

5 The underground o p t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  I 

I 
6  was t h e  4-Track Modern izat ion,  as i t  was c a l l e d ,  

7  looks  g r e a t .  I would have a  concern on c o s t .  I , i 
8 t h i n k  t h a t  would be t h e  best  modern izat ion,  

9 e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  Broadway qua r te r  businesses , 

10 and shops, e t  c e t e r a .  But a l l  t h a t  e a r t h  work 

11 would have t o  be c o s t l y  and I ' d  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

12 how much t h a t  would be. 

13 L a s t l y ,  I t h i n k  t h e  Loyola s t a t i o n ,  

14 g iven  how busy i t  i s ,  needs t o  be a  t r a n s f e r ,  

15 regard less o f  what p l a n  we go w i t h .  A t r a n s f e r  

16 t o  t h e  Purp le  L ine ,  t h a t  i s ,  w i t h  an express 

17 downtown o r  a  l i m i t e d  s top  downtown. Maybe 

18 t h a t ' s  why, because I go t o  t h e  Loyola s t a t i o n  

19 t h a t  much, b u t  I d o n ' t  see t h a t  much use o u t  o f  

20 t h e  Morse and J a r v i s  s t a t i o n s .  

21 Oh, and t o  comment on t h a t ,  i f  s t a t i o n s  

22 need t o  be c losed  t o  make a  f a s t e r  t r i p  

23 downtown, I ' l l  support  t h a t .  I mean, no mat ter  

24 what change we make we ' re  no t  going t o  make 
5  

McCorkle Court Reporters,  I n c .  
Chicago, I1 1 i n o i  s (312) 263-0052 



everybody happy. So a  q u i c k e r ,  more e f f i c i e n t ,  

cheaper t r i p  downtown, t h e  b e t t e r .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I 

r e a l  1 y  have. 

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MR. GARBO: Bernard Garbo. 

Two comments - -  I guess t h r e e .  One, I 

wanted t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  we a r e  t h e  second most 

dense ward on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  Chicago. So t o  

c u t  any th ing  he re ,  seems a  l i t t l e  s i l l y .  We 

ac tua l  1  y need more r a t h e r  than l e s s .  

And, two,  I wanted t o  s t ress  because we 

a re  t h e  second most dense area on t h e  n o r t h  

s i d e ,  t h e  f i r s t  i s  Edgewater, d i r e c t l y  below us ,  

t h a t  i t  would be g rea t  t o  have ongoing express 

s e r v i c e  f rom Howard t o  Belmont, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e  Purp le  L i n e .  

And then  I had a  personal compla in t .  

I t  would be very  n i c e  t o  have a  q u i e t  ca r  on t h e  

E l .  T h a t ' s  i t .  

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MS. WILLE: My name i s  Lo r ra ine  W i l l e ,  and I 

l i v e  a t  1501 West Chase i n  Rogers Park.  

I s p e c i f i c a l l y  moved t o  my b u i l d i n g  

because o f  i t s  l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  J a r v i s  s top .  I 
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am a  green c i t i z e n ,  no c a r .  The Red L ine  i s  my 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  - -  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  

eve ry th ing .  I do no t  understand why, regard less  

o f  what t h e  c r i t e r i a  i s ,  why t h e  J a r v i s  s top  has 

t o  be c losed .  

Number one, i t  i s  12 b locks  from Morse 

t o  Howard. I t r a v e l  t h e  Red L ine .  Berwyn and 

Argy le  a re  two b locks  a p a r t .  Why a r e n ' t  they  

under t h e  scope o f  your changes? I t h i n k  you 

need t o  1  eave we1 1 enough a lone and improve 

r a t h e r  than dep le te .  

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MS. SULLIVAN: Mary Anne S u l l i v a n ,  110 Nor th  

C l i f t o n ,  Park Ridge, I l l i n o i s  60068. 

I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  Red and Purp le  L ines 

should be rehabbed t o  make them access ib le  t o  

customers w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  And I a l s o  f e e l  

t h a t  they should keep as much o f  t h e  l i n e s  open 

as p o s s i b l e .  

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MS. CARROLL: Danie l  1  e  C a r r o l l  . 

So my problem w i t h  t h i s  whole new 

J a r v i s  s t a t i o n  t h i n g  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  - -  because 

i f  t h e y ' r e  proposing t o  c l o s e  J a r v i s ,  Lawrence 
7 
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and Thorndale, those a re  our  h i g h - t r a f f i c  s tops.  

J a r v i s  has smal l  businesses r i g h t  t h e r e ,  they  

have t h e  alderman's o f f i c e  r i g h t  t h e r e .  I t  j u s t  

makes a b s o l u t e l y  no sense f o r  them t o  c l o s e  

t h a t ,  as opposed t o  renovate,  l i k e  they  were 

supposed t o  do.  

I o r i g i n a l l y  g o t  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  come 

here so they  would t a l k  about renova t ion  and a l l  

o f  a sudden t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  c l ose  i t  down. 

That makes a b s o l u t e l y  no sense. They ' re  no t  

t h i n k i n g  about anybody i n  t h e  Rogers Park area 

when they  do t h a t  because what t h a t  does i s  t h a t  

fo rces  people t o  have t o  go t o  Morse Avenue o r  

have t o  go t o  Howard j u s t  t o  ge t  t o  work o r  go 

t o  t h e  s t o r e  o r  whatever and those are n o t  very  

sa fe  areas.  

And t o  even t h i n k  about c l o s i n g  

Thorndale when i t ' s  d i r e c t l y  next  t o  Senn High 

School - -  you always t a l k  about t h a t  we have 

t ruancy  and k i d s  a r e n ' t  go ing t o  school and t h i s  

and t h i s  and t h a t  bu t  i f  you c l o s e  down t h e  s top 

where t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  way t h a t  they can get  t o  

school ,  what i s  t h a t  go ing t o  do? 

And t o  c l o s e  down Lawrence, t h a t ' s  I 
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connected t o  t h e  B lue L i n e .  There 's so much 

t r a f f i c  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  understand why they f e l t  

t h a t  t h i s  - -  these s tops were even - -  i t  would 

be okay t o  c l o s e  these s tops ,  as opposed t o  j u s t  

f i x i n g  them up l i k e  t h e y ' r e  supposed t o .  

I f  they  would have n o t  neg lected J a r v i s  

f o r  so l ong ,  i t  would be i n  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n .  

I f  they  would have n o t  neg lected Morse f o r  so 

l ong ,  we wou ldn ' t  have t h i s  i s s u e .  But  they 

chose t o  f i x  up c e r t a i n  s tops t h a t  we ren ' t  on 

t h e  Red L i n e .  

They decided t o  neg lec t  t he  Red L i n e .  

That was CTA's cho ice  t o  neg lec t  t he  Red L ine .  

There were problems t h e r e  way beforehand, bu t  

t h i s  i s  what they  chose t o  do.  And they  r e a l l y  

need t o  r e t h i n k  t h i s  because i t ' s  no t  f a i r  t o  

Rogers Park ,  i t ' s  n o t  f a i r  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  

Chicago. And b a s i c a l l y  what happens when CTA 

shuts  down, t h e  c i t y  shuts  down because Chicago 

runs on CTA. 

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MS. MURRAY: My name i s  Geryl  Murray, 

G - e - r - y - 1 ,  M - u - r - r - a - y .  

I support  t h e  Basic R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
9 
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1 A l t e r n a t i v e  and t h e  Bas ic  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w i t h  

2  T rans fe r  S t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  cho ices g i ven .  I do 

3 no t  want t h e  J a r v i s  s t o p  c losed .  I want i t  

4 improved and renovated.  I wear a  l e g  brace due 

5 t o  a r t h r i t i s  and l i v e  o n e - h a l f  b l ock  from t h e  

6 J a r v i s  s t o p .  I w i l l  s u f f e r  g r e a t  hardsh ip  i f  

7 J a r v i s  i s  c losed  and have t o  walk  b locks  t o  

8 Howard o r  Morse, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  i c y  w i n t e r  

months, b u t  r e a l l y  a l l  year - round.  

I depend on be ing  a b l e  t o  access t h e  

Red L i n e  c l o s e  t o  where I l i v e .  A l so ,  I do no t  

want t h e  v i b r a n t  J a r v i  s  Square business d i s t r i c t  

t o  s u f f e r  l o s s  o f  bus iness,  nor  do I want t h e  

many people  buy ing condos i n  t h e  area and 

commuting t o  be n e g a t i v e l y  impacted. Please 

renovate  J a r v i s  and p rov ide  handicapped access. 

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MR. KRAUS: My name i s  Danie l  Kraus. 

I t  seems f rom t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  

20 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  here t h a t  - -  w e l l ,  i t  doesn ' t  

21 seem. I t  was b l u n t l y  s t a t e d  a f t e r  some 

22 d i scuss ion  t h a t  i f  you l i v e  on one o f  these 

23 stops t h a t  i s  n o t  removed, t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  i t ' s  a  

24 good deal  because t h e  t r a v e l  t ime  shor tens.  I f  
10 
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1  you l i v e  a t  a  s top  t h a t  ge ts  removed, i t  can be 

2  sugarcoated b u t  i t ' s  a  bad d e a l .  I mean, you 

3  can sugarcoat i t  a l l  day, bu t  i t ' s  a  bad dea l .  
i j 

4  And i t  seems l i k e  - -  and I ' m  going t o  
I 

5 use J a r v i s  as an example because i t  seems l i k e  

6 J a r v i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  I t h i n k  would be h u r t  t h e  

7 w o r s t .  It seems l i k e  t h a t  would have t h e  - -  
I 
i 

8 t h e r e ' s  no good new entrances t h a t  would i n v o l v e  I 

9  q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  wa lk ing  through neighborhoods 

10 t h a t  have g o t t e n  a  l o t  b e t t e r  b u t  s t i l l  a re  no t  

11 neighborhoods t h a t  you necessa r i l y  want people 

12 t o  be hav ing t o  walk  e x t r a  b locks  a t  n i g h t  

13 through.  And you can say t h a t  about r e a l l y  any 

14 neighborhood i n  any b i g  c i t y ,  b u t  w e ' l l  t a l k  

15 about J a r v i s .  

16 And t h i s  was r i g h t  o f f  t h e  J a r v i s  s top ,  

17 you know, t h a t  f i v e  o r  s i x  years ago t h e r e  was 

18 no th ing  b u t  a  l i q u o r  s t o r e  and i t ' s  now t h i s  

19 g rea t  s top  w i t h  these res tau ran ts  and a l l  these 

20 wonderful  p l aces .  And i t  was an advantage, you 

21 know. I t ' l l  d r y  up, you know, i f  no one - -  i f  

22 t h e r e ' s  no s top  a t  J a r v i s ,  no one 's  go ing t o  

23 walk t o  those p laces anymore. I t ' s  no t  t h a t  

24 much o f  a  d e s t i n a t i o n .  So I t h i n k  t h a t  p lace 
11 



I 
1 d r i e s  up. 1 
2 I t  seems l i k e  a l s o  t h i s  i s  geared i 

3 toward g e t t i n g  people downtown q u i c k e r ,  which i s  1 
4  g rea t  i f  you l i v e  i n  Evanston o r  i f  y o u ' r e  a 

5 t o u r i s t ,  bu t  i t  does n o t  seem t o  serve t h e  

6 day- to-day needs o f  t h e  people who a re  working 

7 i n  these neighborhoods. They ' re  j u s t  go ing t o  

8 have t o  spend t e n  minutes o u t  n a v i g a t i n g  i c y  i 
I 

9 s idewalks t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t  used t o  have t o  

10 nav iga te  and used t o  go d i r e c t l y  onto  t h e  t r a i n  

11 s top  t h a t ' s  no l onge r  t h e r e  f o r  no good reason. 

12 But we s t i l l  ge t  t h e  no ise  t h e r e ,  which i s  n i c e .  

13 I j u s t  d o n ' t  see t h e  - -  I went and I 

14 t a l k e d  t o  a l l  these people and I s t i l l  d o n ' t  see 

15 t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t a k i n g  away - -  I mean, I can see 

16 t h e  b e n e f i t s  i n  almost eve ry th ing  about t h i s  

17 p l a n ,  except f o r  t a k i n g  away s tops.  Any of t h e  

18 p lans  t h a t  t ake  away s tops d o n ' t  make any sense 

19 t o  me. I d o n ' t  see how t h a t  serves Chicago. I t  

20 doesn ' t  serve t h e  work ing people .  

21 I t  p u l l s  t h e  r u g  ou t  f rom under people 

22 who bought homes and a r e  now working jobs t o  pay 

23 f o r  those homes and who open businesses and 

24 whose f i n a n c i a l  1 i v e l  i hood a re  based on those 
12 



1 businesses and who always assumed these s tops 

2 t h a t  they  b u i l d  t h e i r  homes and businesses and 

3 l i v e s  around would always be t h e r e .  Because 

4 when has a s top  ever disappeared? 

5 Now y o u ' r e  go ing t o  remove these s tops 

6 and p u l l  t h e  r u g  ou t  f rom under people who have 

7 b u i l t  t h e i r  l i v e s  around i t .  I t  seems l u d i c r o u s  

8 and c r u e l  and i t  makes me t h i n k  - -  i t  makes me 

9 f e e l  l i k e  t h a t  people who c a l l  us t h e  Second 

10 C i t y  a r e  r i g h t .  Th is  i s  a second-class c i t y  i f  

11 w e ' r e  n o t  go ing t o  have s tops f o r  working 

12 Chicagoans. 

13 I mean, you cou ld  t a l k  a l o t  about 

14 c lasses ,  t o o ,  and t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  s tops t h a t  

15 o f  course t h e y ' r e  no t  go ing t o  ge t  r i d  o f  

16 because o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  people who l i v e  t h e r e .  

17 But i t ' s  okay t o  ge t  r i d  o f  some o f  these o the r  

18 s tops based on t h e  demographics and t h e  k i n d  of 

19 people t h a t  l i v e  t h e r e .  I t  seems a l l  wrong t o  

20 me. Anyway, t h a t ' s  enough. 

2 1 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

22 MS. SKALKA: P a t r i c i a  Ska lka,  S - k - a - 1 - k - a .  

23 I l i v e  w i t h i n  wa l k i ng  d is tance  o f  t h e  

24 J a r v i s  s t a t i o n  and I would want - -  I ' m  here t o  
13 
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1  argue f o r  keeping t h a t  s t a t i o n  open f o r  severa l  

2  reasons. I t  i s  an extremely dense r e s i d e n t i a l  

3  area,  and t h e r e ' s  a  g r e a t  need f o r  ready access 

4  t o  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Without  t h e  

5 s t a t i o n  - -  i f  t h a t  s t a t i o n  i s  c losed ,  i t  c rea tes  

6 a  huge gap between s e r v i c e  s tops along t h e  Red 

7  L ine .  

8  I f  you l o o k  a t  any o f  t h e  maps, you can 

9  see t h a t  most o f  t h e  s t a t i o n s  a re ,  oh, maybe, 

10 you know, t h e  equ i va len t  o f  an i n c h  and a  h a l f  

11 apa r t  from each o t h e r .  And then i f  you 

12 e l i m i n a t e  J a r v i s ,  you c r e a t e  almost a  f o u r - i n c h  

13 gap. I t ' s  l i k e  t w i c e  t h e  d i s tance  then between 

14 t h e  o the r  s t a t i o n s .  T h a t ' s  r e a l l y  i n e q u i t a b l e  

15 and u n f a i r  t o  everyone who l i v e s  a t  t h e  n o r t h  

16 end o f  t h e  Red L i n e .  

17 There a r e  many new businesses r i g h t  i n  

18 t h e  immediate a rea  o f  t h e  J a r v i s  s t a t i o n  t h a t  

19 have r e a l l y  done a  l o t  t o  r e v i t a l i z e  t he  

20 community, and they  depend on g e t t i n g  customers 

21 coming i n  and o f f  t h a t  l i n e ,  t h a t  s t a t i o n .  And 

22 if t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e r e ,  those businesses a re  i n  

23 jeopardy and then t h e  whole community s u f f e r s  

24 because o f  i t .  So t h e r e ' s ,  you know, a  l o t  o f  
14 
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1  reasons f o r  t h a t .  And t o  e l i m i n a t e  more cars  on 

I 
2 t h e  road.  That would be another one. 

3 The J a r v i s  s t a t i o n  needs he lp .  I mean, 

4  i t  needs t o  be improved and t h a t ' s  what should 

! 
I 

5 be done r a t h e r  than  e l i m i n a t i n g  i t .  The o the r  

6  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a  ques t ion  about,  w e l l ,  

7  what a re  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

8  One o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  should be i 

9 r e a l  1  y  ser ious1 y  considered i s  r e i n s t a t i n g  t he  

10 A, B s top  system because t h e r e ' s  a  concern about 

11 i nc reas ing  t h e  speed o f  t r a v e l  on t h e  Red L ine .  

12 And i f  you r e i n s t a t e d  t h e  A, B s top system, 

13 then ,  i n  f a c t ,  you would inc rease  t h e  speed. 

14 Because i t ' s  t e r r i b l e  when t h e  t r a i n s  have t o  

15 s top  a t  every s i n g l e  s t a t i o n .  That r e a l l y ,  

16 r e a l l y  slows down t h e  process.  

17 So i f  you keep J a r v i s  open and you 

18 cou ld  r e i n s t a t e  t h e  A, B s e r v i c e ,  make t h e  o the r  

19 improvements, y o u ' l l  have a  much improved Red 

20 L ine  s e r v i c i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  n o r t h  

21 s i d e  o f  t h e  c i t y  i n  a  more e q u i t a b l e  manner. 

22 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

2 3  MS. WALTERS: K e r i  Wal t e r s .  

24 And I j u s t  wanted t o  comment t h a t  I 
15 
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1  r e a l  1  y  am aga ins t  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t he  J a r v i s  

2  s top .  I take  t h e  J a r v i s  - -  t h e  t r a i n  t o  work 

3  every  day, so I ' m  a t  t h a t  s top  t w i c e  a  day, 

4 every day,  and I a l s o  t a k e  i t  on the  weekends 

5  j u s t  t o  go anywhere downtown. And whenever I 

6  t a k e  t h e  t r a i n  f rom t h a t  s top ,  I n o t i c e  t h a t  

7  t h e r e ' s  a  l o t  o f  people who g e t  on and o f f  a t  

8 t h a t  s top .  So I know i t  serves a  l o t  o f  people.  

9 Sometimes I ' v e  t r i e d  t a k i n g  t h e  Purp le  

10 L i n e  t o  Howard and I d o n ' t  f e e l  safe  wa lk ing  

11 f rom t h e  Howard s top  back t o  my home. I f e e l  

12 much s a f e r  g e t t i n g  o f f  a t  t h e  J a r v i s  s top .  I 

13 t h i n k  t h a t  i f  t h e  J a r v i s  s top  were t o  c l ose  I 

14 would j u s t  d r i v e  t o  work and q u i t  t a k i n g  t h e  

15 t r a i n ,  which I hate  t o  do, b u t  I f e e l  l i k e  - -  

16 you know, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  when i t ' s  

17 dark  by 5 :00  o ' c l o c k  and I get  home by 

18 6 :00 o ' c l o c k .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  f e e l  comfor tab le  

19 wa l k i ng  by mysel f  as a  female i n  t h e  

20 neighborhood f rom t h e  Howard s top .  So I would 

21 p robab ly  have t o  q u i t  t a k i n g  t h e  t r a i n .  

22 A f t e r  l o o k i n g  a t  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

23 op t i ons  here t o n i g h t ,  I r e a l l y  l i k e  t h e  Basic 

24 R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w i t h  T rans fe r  S t a t i o n s .  That one 
16 
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1 looks  r e a l l y  appeal ing t o  me because i t ' s  t h e  
I 

2 h ighes t  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  t h a t  we can ge t  w i t hou t  
I 

3 c l o s i n g  t h e  J a r v i s  s top  and t h e  J a r v i s  s top  i s  I 

4 r e a l l y  impor tan t  t o  me. And I l i k e  t h e  i dea  o f  

5 be ing ab le  t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  Purp le  L ine  a t  

6 Loyola o r  a t  Wi lson.  That idea  i s  r e a l l y  

7 appeal ing t o  me, a l s o .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  about i t .  

8 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

9 MR. WHEELER: My name i s  Dale Wheeler. 

10 My pr imary  purpose i s  t o  make a 

11 statement about t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  our J a r v i s  E l  

12 s t o p .  T h i s  i s  a va luab le  s top  t o  us i n  t h e  

13 neighborhood. One o f  t h e  b i g  p luses o f  Rogers 

14 Park a re  t h e  number o f  t r a i n  stops we have. The 

15 easy access t o  our mass t r a n s i t  g i ves  Rogers 

16 Park k i n d  o f  t h e  model t h a t  you see i n  o the r  

17 c i t i e s  around t h e  wo r l d  where t hey  have 

18 w o r l d - c l a s s  t r a n s i t  systems. And reducing t h e  

19 number o f  them i s  n o t  go ing t o  h e l p  o r  improve 

20 t h i n g s .  

2 1 But I t h i n k  t he  more impor tant  i s  I 

22 keep hear ing  t h i s  EIS term mentioned, r e f e r r i n g  

23 t o  environmental impac t .  But  t h e r e ' s  another 

24 acronym f o r  t h a t  E and t h a t ' s  economic impact .  
17 
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1 The J a r v i s  Square business d i s t r i c t  i s  a  r o l e  

2  model f o r  development around these t r a i n  s tops .  

3  I n  t h e  l a s t  s i x  years ,  t h e  businesses have 

4 worked l ong  and hard b a t t l e s  t o  t u r n  t h a t  

5 neighborhood i n t o  a  r e a l l y  n i c e  business 

6  d i s t r i c t .  We've g o t  g rea t  businesses i n  t he re .  

7 I t ' s  a  sa fe  neighborhood now a t  n i g h t ,  sa fe r  

8  than i t  ever was i n  a  l ong  t ime .  

9 And my b i g  ques t ion  i s  someone needs t o  

10 l o o k  a t  t h e  economic impact o f  what t h e  revenue 

11 i s  from these businesses,  t h e  number o f  jobs 

12 t h a t  they  b r i n g  i n t o  t h e  neighborhood, as w e l l .  

13 And i f  we l o s e  t h e  s top ,  these businesses may 

14 no t  make i t .  E s p e c i a l l y  l i k e  t h e  c o f f e e  shop, 

15 t h e  r e s t a u r a n t ,  t h e  h e a l t h  c l u b .  These places 

16 w i l l  no t  make i t  w i t h o u t  t h e  f o o t  t r a f f i c o f  

17 t h a t  E l  s top  and t h a t  would j u s t  be d i sas t rous  

18 t o  t h a t  business d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  economic impact ,  

19 t h e  j o b s .  

2  0 The p rope r t y  values a l s o  i n  t h a t  area 

21 a re  go ing t o  drop because, aga in ,  i t  was 

22 designed around c l o s e  access t o  t he  t r a n s i t .  I 

23 know a l o t  o f  people do no t  even own cars  

24 because they  a r e  so c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r a i n  system. 
18 
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T h a t ' s  my concern,  i s  l e t ' s  keep t h a t  

J a r v i s  s top  open. I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  a  way t o  do 

t h i s  i n  l o o k i n g  a t  these o p t i o n s  t o  renovate ,  

f i x  up t h e  t r a i n  system. I t  needs r e p a i r s  bu t  

we can do i t  and keep J a r v i  s  as a  smal l  , minimal 

s t o p .  Budget i n  t h e  minimal r e p a i r s  f o r  i t  bu t  

l e t ' s  keep i t  open. 

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MR. GROSVENOR: My name i s  E a r l e  Grosvenor. 

I ' m  sympathet ic  t o  t h e  agency's need t o  

save money bu t  I t h i n k  t h a t  c l o s i n g  t h e  J a r v i s  

Red L i n e  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be a  f a r  c o s t l y  venture  

and a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  s imp ly  upgrading.  An upgrade 

w i l l  p robably  be more c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  because t h e  

r i d e r s h i p  j u s t i f i e s  keeping i t  open. I use i t  

f r e q u e n t l y  and i n  t h e  morning t h e r e  a r e  enough 

r i d e r s  t h e r e  t o  j u s t i f y  keeping i t  open. 

A1 so, t h e r e  a r e  severa l  busi  nesses i n  

t h e  area t h a t  would s u f f e r  tremendously i f  t h e  

convenience i s  l o s t .  Not o n l y  t h e  es tab l i shed  

businesses bu t  a  l o t  o f  new businesses t h a t  

t h r i v e  and develop because o f  t h e  convenience o f  

t h e  s t a t i o n .  So apa r t  f rom n o t  being 

u n d e r u t i l i z e d ,  i t  i s  a  b e n e f i t  t o  the  community. 
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There i s  a  concern t h a t  i f  - -  t h e r e  a r e  

a  f a i r l y  h i g h  number o f  e l d e r l y  people who a l s o  

use t h e  s t a t i o n .  And i f  they  have t o  t r a v e l  

n o r t h  o f  Howard, my guess i s  t h a t  they w i l l  a l s o  

be inconvenienced. Many o f  us who have cars ,  me 

i nc luded ,  I know f o r  sure t h a t  i f  I have t o  go 

n o r t h  o f  Howard I am f a r  more l i k e l y  t o  d r i v e  

downtown because i t ' s  f a r  more convenient ,  

p a r t i c u l a r 1  y  d u r i n g  w i n t e r .  Therefore,  pub1 i c  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i l l  s u f f e r .  That w i l l  be a  l o s s  

o f  r i d e r s h i p .  So t h a t ' s  my main o b j e c t i o n  t o  

i t .  

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MR. DOHERTY: Adedayo Doherty.  

B a s i c a l l y  a f t e r  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  

a1 t e r n a t i v e s ,  I support  keeping a1 1  t h e  s t a t i o n s  

open. And, a c t u a l l y ,  I ' d  want t o  see some k i n d  

o f  fund  pu t  as ide  f o r  f u t u r e  maintenance o f  t h e  

l i n e  because I t h i n k  t h e  reason the  l i n e s  went 

i n t o  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  d i s r e p a i r  was l a c k  o f  funds 

f o r  maintenance. And so regard less ,  I mean, I 

d i d n ' t  see any o f  t h a t  i n  t h e  budget, you know. 

How much o f  i t  i s  be ing se t  as ide  f o r  t h a t ?  

The o n l y  o the r  t h i n g  t h a t  I would 
20 
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1 support  i s  a c t u a l l y  hav ing t h e  proper l i n e  s tops 

2 a t  t h e  o the r  s t a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Loyola and one 

3 o f  t h e  o the r  ones. So t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  much i t .  

4 Keep t h e  s t a t i o n s  open, upgrade as much as you 

5 can bu t  a l s o  p u t  some o f  t h e  fund ing as ide f o r  

6 maintenance so t h a t  we d o n ' t  have - -  we d o n ' t  

7 ge t  i n t o  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  we ' re  i n  today.  

8 And t h e  same goes n o t  j u s t  f o r  these t r a i n  

9 s t a t i o n s  b u t  a l o t  o f  t h e  roads and b r idges  

10 across i n  t h e  U.S.A. T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  much i t .  

11 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

12 MR. MAHER: My name i s  Michael Maher, and I 

13 l i v e  on 1444 West Birchwood Avenue. 

14 I l i v e  near t h e  J a r v i s  s top .  I take  i t  

15 every day. I am a p ro fessor  a t  Loyola,  I work 

16 a t  t h e  Water Tower Campus. I ' m  very  concerned 

17 about t h e  proposed c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  J a r v i s  

18 s t a t i o n .  I ' v e  l i v e d  here i n  t h e  neighborhood 

19 f o r  16 years .  I t  used t o  be a very  dangerous 

20 neighborhood, ac tua l  1 y , and espec ia l  1 y J a r v i  s 

21 Avenue used t o  be very  dangerous. 

2 2 A l l  o f  us - -  I f e e l  t h e  people i n  

23 business and t h e  r e s i d e n t s  have worked very hard 

24 t o  c r e a t e  a very  economical ly  - t h r i v i n g  
21 

McCorkle Court Reporters,  I n c .  

I 
i 
I 

1 

1 
I 

i i 

I 
i 

Chicago, 11 1 i n o i s  (312) 263-0052 



NcCorkle Court Reporters, Inc. 
Chicago, I1 1 inois (312) 263-0052 

1 neighborhood and a l s o  a very  sa fe  neighborhood. 

2 That a c t u a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  more people t a k i n g  

3 t h e  t r a i n ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we've made a l l  these 

4 improvements, and t h i s  would r e a l l y  t h rea ten  t h e  

5 development o f  t h e  neighborhood, I b e l i e v e .  I t  

6 would lower our p r o p e r t y  va lues .  I do be1 i e v e  

7 t h a t  having t h e  s t a t i o n  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  my 

8 p rope r t y  va lues .  I t  would a f f e c t  t h e  businesses 

9 immediately by t h e  s t a t i o n ,  which a f f e c t s  a l l  o f  

10 us t o  have good, t h r i v i n g  businesses. 

11 L i k e  I s a i d ,  I 'm a p ro fessor  a t  Loyola.  

12 I see more s tudents  who l i v e  i n  t he  neighborhood 

13 because o f  t h e  access t o  t h e  t r a i n .  So i t  would 

14 a f f e c t  l a n d l o r d s  and, you know, o v e r a l l  have a 

15 very  nega t i ve  e f f e c t .  By t a k i n g  one s top  o f f  o f  

16 t h e  Red L i n e ,  I can o n l y  imagine t h a t  t h a t  

17 reduces t h e  t r a i n  t i m e  by two minutes a t  t h e  

18 most. L i k e  I s a i d ,  I take  i t  every day and you 

19 would be adding about 15 minutes t o  my walk .  So 

20 i t  doesn ' t  h e l p .  

21 So I do f e e l  very  s t r o n g l y  about t h i s  

22 and, l i k e  I s a i d ,  we r e a l l y  have worked very  

23 hard t o  make t h i s  one o f  Chicago 's  up-and-coming 

24 good neighborhoods, s t a b l e ,  a g rea t  p lace  f o r  
22 
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1  p e o p l e w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  I t ' s e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  

2  r a c i a l l y ,  c u l t u r a l l y  d i v e r s e .  I t ' s  a  wonderful  

3  neighborhood. Please d o n ' t  do t h i s  t o  us .  

4  THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

5  MS. CARTER: Sandra C a r t e r .  

6 I ' m  a  business owner o f  a  wine s t o r e  on 

7 J a r v i s ,  Taste Food & Wine. And i f  they c l o s e  

8 t h e  J a r v i s  E l ,  I hones t l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  we 

9 would s u r v i v e  i t .  When we see t h e  t r a i n  coming 

10 i n ,  we l i t e r a l l y  - -  i t ' s  l i k e ,  okay, t h e r e ' s  

11 customers coming i n  t h e  door .  And even tua l l y  as 

12 t h e  t r a i n  empties o u t ,  you know, we ge t  a  good 

13 few customers coming i n  t h e  door .  

14 And w h i l e  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t h i n k ,  you know, 

15 t h a t  those customers would remain l o y a l ,  i f  

16 t h e y ' r e  f o r ced  t o  go t o  Howard i n  t h e  midd le  o f  

17 w i n t e r ,  t h e y ' r e  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  wine a t  

18 Domin ick 's .  I would. I t ' s  t o o c o l d  t o w a l k  

19 f i v e  o r  s i x  b l ocks .  So, you know, t h e r e ' s  t h a t .  

20 You know, t h e r e ' s  o the r  businesses i n  

21 t h e  area,  a1 so.  Gruppo d i  Ami c i  , an I t a l i a n  

22 r e s t a u r a n t ,  l o s e  t h a t ;  an I n d i a n  r e s t a u r a n t ;  

23 t h e r e ' s  a  c o f f e e  shop. A l l  o f  these businesses 

24 where people ge t  t h e i r  c o f f e e  and they ge t  on 
2  3  



I 
1 t h e  E l  i n  t h e  morning. They ge t  o f f  t h e  El and 

2 g e t  t h e i r  c o f f e e  on t h e  way home. 

3 T h i s  neighborhood used t o  be a f a i r l y  

4 scary  neighborhood. You know, people have t o l d  I 
I 

5 us t h a t  i t  was s o r t  o f  a no-go area.  You j u s t  

6 d i d n ' t  go t h e r e .  You know, i t  was p r e t t y  

7 f r i g h t e n i n g ,  and i t ' s  become r e a l l y  fun .  I t ' s  

8 become l i k e  a l i t t l e  neighborhood, a l o t  o f  

9 community. We do a Halloween p a r t y  every year 

10 f o r  t h e  k i d s  i n  t h e  neighborhood, we c lose  down 

11 t h e  s t r e e t .  We've j u s t  had some - -  you know, 

12 t h e  neighborhood has r e a l l y  tu rned  around. 

13 I f  t h a t  E l  s top  goes, I c a n ' t  imagine 

14 t h a t  these businesses would make i t .  So I 

15 t h i n k  - -  as w e l l  as,  you know, i t ' s  good f o r  

16 people t h a t  use t h e  E l  j u s t  pe rsona l l y  from 

17 g e t t i n g  t o  A t o  B. You know, t h a t ' s  a whole 

18 separate i s s u e .  I mean, I ' d  l i k e  t o  ge t  another 

19 t h r e e  minutes on t h a t .  But as a business owner, 

20 you know, t h i s  i s  s o r t  o f  where I ' m  a t .  I t ' s  

21 sca ry .  

2 2 And i t  a l s o  would mean t h a t  I wouldn ' t  

23 be ab le  t o  s e l l  my business because anybody t h a t  

24 would do any market research would know t h a t  t h e  
24 



1 E l  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  go ing t o  be c l o s i n g  a t  some 

2 p o i n t .  So i t  would have no r e s a l e  va lue .  I 

3 would j u s t  have t o  - -  I ' d  probably have t o  walk 

4 away. 

5 I t h i n k  I s a i d  we employ t h r e e  l o c a l  

6 people.  Three people f rom Rogers Park t h a t  work 

7 a t  t h e  s t o r e .  That ,  you know, wou ldn ' t  be 

8 t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  probably  i t  f o r  now. 

9 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

10 MS. AUSLANDER: My name i s  Kyra Auslander, 

11 K - y - r - a ,  A - u - s - 1 - a - n - d - e - r .  

12 I ' m  very  concerned. I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  

13 e x c i t i n g ,  bu t  I ' m  ve ry  concerned about t he  

14 proposed s t a t i o n  c l o s u r e s .  I ' m  most concerned 

15 about t h e  J a r v i s  c l o s u r e  because t h a t ' s  t h e  one 

16 t h a t  i s  i n  my neighborhood. Though I t h i n k  a l l  

17 o f  them would have s i m i l a r  nega t i ve  impacts .  I n  

18 p a r t i c u l a r ,  c l o s i n g  t h e  J a r v i s  s t a t i o n  c o n f l i c t s  

19 w i t h  t h e  purpose - -  t h e  dec lared purpose o f  

20 improving commuter access. 

2 1 I t  a1 so would have many negat i ve  

22 e f f e c t s  f o r  a neighborhood t h a t  has worked very  

23 hard t o  come back from a much worse economic 

24 s i t u a t i o n  and be ing  a much more dangerous area.  
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I ' m  concerned about r e d u c t i o n  i n  p rope r t y  

va lues,  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  people s e l l i n g  condos and 

homes and r e n t i n g  o u t  apartments and, t h e r e f o r e ,  

a  much g r e a t e r  absentee r a t e  i n  empty b u i l d i n g s .  

We a l ready  have some because o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  

housing i ssues  c r i s i s  f o r  t h e  past  few years 

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  advantage i n  

t ime  o f  c l o s i n g  those s t a t i o n s  would be 

s i g n i f i c a n t  i f  modern izat ion occurs and t h e  

curves a re  removed. That would g r e a t l y  improve 

t h e  speed o f  t h e  t r a i n  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  

c l o s i n g  t h e  s t a t i o n s  i s  a  necessary improvement 

over t h a t .  

And t h e  p r i c e  t a g  - -  when you l o o k  a t  

these o p t i o n s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  p r i c e  between 

t h e  Basic R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  op t i ons  and t h e  

modern izat ion op t i ons  aga ins t  t h e  t ime  t h a t  

t h e y ' l l  s tand f o r ,  i t  would appear t h a t  

modern izat ion i s  t h e  much smarter o p t i o n .  But 

a l l  o f  t h e  modern izat ion op t i ons  c u r r e n t l y  c a l l  

f o r  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n ,  which I s t r o n g l y  

oppose. 

I f  people who r e l y  on them t o  ge t  t o  

work i n  t h e  morning c a n ' t ,  t h e y ' r e  going t o  have 
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1 t o  move o r  e l s e  t h e r e ' s  go ing t o  be a major 

2 hardsh ip  on them, which w i l l  - -  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  

3 t h e  J a r v i s  Square neighborhood. I t h i n k  you 

4 cou ld  j u s t  t u r n  around t h e  movements o f  t h e  pas t  

5 t e n  years because o f  p o p u l a t i o n  exodus, because 

6 o f  lower p rope r t y  va lues .  I t  cou ld  r e s u l t  i n  

7 reduced t a x  revenues as a r e s u l t .  

8 There a r e  a l o t  o f  businesses t h a t  

9 a r e  - -  have i nves ted  h e a v i l y  i n  t h e  area and 

10 they  make t h e  s t r e e t s  s a f e r .  They improve 

11 q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  w i t h  people us ing  them - -  us ing  

12 t h e  s t a t i o n  and c l o s i n g  t h e  s t a t i o n  and 

13 p o t e n t i a l l y  s h u t t i n g  down t h a t  area o f  commerce 

14 cou ld  r e a l l y  have a nega t i ve  impact when t h e  

15 area i s  j u s t  coming back f rom being much worse 

16 o f f  some years ago. 

17 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

18 MR. ALDWORTH: James Aldwor th .  

19 One, a r e  t h e  proposed work p r o j e c t s  

20 go ing t o  be completed by un ion workers? 

21 Two, t h e  system i s  approximate1 y 

22 100 years o l d .  How do you j u s t i f y  major changes 

23 t o  t h e  system w i t h o u t  a l t e r i n g  t h e  community? 

24 Three, why d o n ' t  we use rubber wheels 
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1  on our  t r a i n  cars  i n  t h e  c i t y  of Chicago? 

2  Four, why d i d n ' t  t h i s  forum prov ide  

3 d e t a i l e d  r i d e r s h i p  da ta  i n  a  p r i n t  format? 

4  F i v e ,  why i s  t h e r e  n o t  an accurate  

5  geographic survey map, say 1 t o  50? Walking i s  

6  done a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  sca le  than system wide.  

7  Charts w i t h o u t  sca les a r e  vague and you need 

8  b e t t e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  i f  y o u ' r e  go ing t o  t a l k  about 

9  wa lk ing .  S a t e l l i t e  photos work, as w e l l .  

10 S i x ,  what c r i t e r i a - s p e c i f i c  d a t a ,  n o t  

11 g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s ,  were used t o  develop t h e  m a t r i x  

12 used t o  eva lua te  every s top  w i t h i n  t he  Red L ine  

13 system, as f a r  as c l o s i n g  o r  keeping open? 

14 W i l l  t h e  extended entrances f e e l  sa fe  

15 and comfor tab le  a t  2 :00  a.m. on a  Wednesday 

16 n i g h t ?  What i s  t h e  average r i d e  t ime and 

17 d i s tance  f o r  n o r t h  s i d e  Red L i n e  users? You 

18 know, how l o n g ,  how o f t e n ,  and how much do they  

19 expect t o  inc rease  t h e  r a t e  o f  t r a v e l  t imes? 

20 Has a  comparison s tudy been conducted 

21 regard ing  t h e  socioeconomic impact o f  c l o s i n g  

22 access t o  1-94 w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Chicago? 

23 There 's  a  number o f  p laces j u s t  west i n  t h e  Loop 

24 where t h e y ' v e  c losed access, determin ing t h a t  i t  
2 8  

i 
I 
1 
I 

i 
j 

1 
I 

I 
1 



w i l l  improve t h e  neighborhoods. Has t h a t  proven 

successfu l?  What i s  t h e  business communities' 

feedback i n  t h a t  area? 

Ten, no a r c h i t e c t s  have been chosen. 

How w i l l  t h e  p u b l i c  g a i n  access t o  s t a t i o n  

dec is ions  and q u a l i t y ?  Again, t h e r e ' s  more 

vagueness and I ' d  l i k e  t o  see b e t t e r  p lans ,  

b e t t e r  schematics and, aga in ,  more concrete  

d e t a i  1 s .  

And t h e  l a s t  t h i n g ,  I d o n ' t  support t h e  

c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  J a r v i s  s t o p .  Why i s  i t  

j u s t i f i e d ?  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  understand. T h a t ' s  

i t .  

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MR. SAUNDERS: My name i s  John Saunders. 

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  most v i t a l  comment f o r  

me - -  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  brought me here i s  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  J a r v i s  s t a t i o n .  That 

needs t o  s tay  open, I t h i n k ,  j u s t  because o f  t h e  

way t h e  community has grown around t h a t  s t a t i o n .  

And, a l s o ,  I be1 i e v e  t h a t  c l o s i n g  o the r  

s t a t i o n s  w i l l  cause s i m i l a r  problems and t h a t  

t h e  more s t a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  c losed around t h e  

c i t y  t h e  more people a re  go ing t o  be encouraged 
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1 t o  buy cars  and d r i v e  cars  r a t h e r  than take  CTA 

2  because y o u ' r e  expanding peop le 's  commute t ime  i 
3  by making them walk  more. 1 

I 

4 So, yeah, I t h i n k  t h a t  t he  J a r v i s  E l  i 
i 

5 s t a t i o n  needs t o  s tay  open. I t  w i l l  h u r t  t h e  

6  community t o o  much i f  i t ' s  c losed  down. And I i 
7  t h i n k  t h a t  l o o k i n g  forward t h e  most sus ta inab le  

8  way t o  i n v e s t  i n  CTA i s  t o  keep s t a t i o n s  

9 access ib le  t o  t h e  communities so t h a t  people 

10 d o n ' t  o p t  t o  d r i v e  c a r s .  

11 I have l o t s  o f  o the r  s t u f f  t o  say.  I 

12 t h i n k  t h a t  keeping f o u r  t r a c k s  would be a  good 

13 way t o  go i n  ma in ta in i ng  t h e  Purp le  L i n e .  That 

14 can be done us ing  t h e  3-Track op t i on  o r  i t  cou ld  

15 be done w i t h  f o u r  t r a c k s .  Keeping narrower 

16 s t a t i o n  p l a t f o r m s ,  t h a t  would impact t h e  

17 f o o t p r i n t  o f  t h e  whole process t h e  l e a s t ,  I 

18 t h i n k .  

19 There would be no 1  and acqui s i  t i  on t h a t  

20 way, and i t  would enable t h e  s t a t i o n s  t o  keep 

21 t h e  same c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  And i t  would a l s o  s t i l l  

22 p o s s i b l y  be a b l e  t o  expand t h e  Purp le  L i n e  i n t o  

23 Loyola o r  Wi lson i f  t h a t  would - -  mainly j u s t  

24 t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n s  i s  a  b i g  concern t o  
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1 me. 

2 And p lann ing  fo rward ,  CTA needs t o  s tay  

3 access ib le  t o  t h e  community and t h a t ' s  n o t  going 

4 t o  happen by c l o s i n g  t h e  s t a t i o n s  o r  

5 r e c o n f i g u r i n g  s t a t i o n s .  That causes problems, 

6 a l s o ,  because i t  p u l l s  them away from t h e  

7 commercial s t r i p s  t h a t  a r e  b u i l t  around the  

8 i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t ' s  been t h e r e  f o r  100 years 

9 and throws t h i n g s  o f f  balance.  Thank you very  

10 much. 

11 (Which were a1 1 t he  proceedings 

12 had i n  t h e  above -en t i t l ed  cause 

13 t h i s  da te  and t i m e . )  

14  

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2 3 

24 
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1 STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

2 ) ss: 

3 COUNTY OF C 0 0 K ) I 

4 
I 

1 

5 I, Kimber ley M .  T i t s w o r t h ,  be ing f i r s t  
! 

6 d u l y  sworn, on oa th  says t h a t  she i s  a c o u r t  

7 r e p o r t e r  do ing business i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  Chicago; 

8 and t h a t  she repo r ted  i n  shorthand t h e  

9 proceedings o f  s a i d  p u b l i c  meeting, and t h a t  t h e  

10 fo rego ing  i s  a t r u e  and c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  

11 her shorthand notes so taken as a fo resa id ,  and 

12 con ta ins  t h e  proceedings g iven  a t  s a i d  p u b l i c  

13 meet ing.  

14 

:: 17 @ 
KIMBERLEY M .  TITSWORTH, CSR 

18 License No. 084-004670 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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i 
1 (Whereupon, t h e  f o l  1 owing 1 

1 

2 proceedings were h e l d  i n  an I 
! 

3 open pub1 i c meeting . ) \ 

i 
4 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

! 

5 MS. KURZ: Yeah, my name i s  Carol Kurz .  I 

6 And I l i v e  a t  2025 Sherman Avenue, 

7 which i s  ve ry  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Fos te r  S t a t i o n .  So, 

8 obvious1 y ,  I would p r e f e r  no t  t o  have i t  c losed ,  
I 

9 because, you know, i t ' s  more convenient  t o  have 

10 a s top  t h e r e .  

11 I, a l s o ,  t h i n k  t h a t  a f a i r  amount o f  

12 Northwestern s tuden ts  ge t  o f f  t h e r e ,  more so, I 

13 t h i n k ,  than a t  t h e  Noyes s top .  

14 But I j u s t  spoke w i t h  someone who 

15 exp la ined  t o  me, you know, your ph i losophy and 

16 what your t h i n k i n g  i s .  And i n  t h e  process o f  

17 e x p l a i n i n g  why c e r t a i n  s t a t i o n s  need t o  be 

18 c l osed ,  he mentioned t h a t  one o f  t h e  t r a d e o f f s  

19 would be t o  have t h e  Pu rp le  L i n e  run  throughout  

20 t h e  day.  

21 And what I t o l d  him i s ,  my reader - -  my 

22 r i d e r s h i p  would d e f i n i t e l y  go up then .  Because 

23 even though I ' m  r e t i r e d ,  I do - -  I ' v e  taken t h e  

24 t r a i n  as l a t e  as 12 :30  a t  n i g h t ,  I d o n ' t  have 
2 
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1 any qualms do ing t h a t .  But when I come back, 

2  having t o  t ake  t h e  Red L i n e  and have t o  w a i t  a t  

3  Howard i n  t h e  c o l d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  i n  t h e  

4  w i n t e r t i m e ,  t h a t  d e t e r s  me, and I'll d r i v e ,  o r  

5 I ' l l  do something e l s e .  

6  So, I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  would be a  b e n e f i t  , 

7 I t h i n k  t h e y ' d  i nc rease  t h e i r  r i d e r s h i p  if they 

8  d i d  have t h e  Pu rp le  L i n e  runn ing throughout t h e  

9 day. I t h i n k  i t  - -  a  l o t  o f  people would use 

10 i t .  

11 T h a t ' s  my comment. 

12 MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

13 MS. RAMPAGE: Cheryl  Rampage. 

14 My bas i c  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  p l a n  i s ,  I 

15 t h i n k  moderniz ing t h e  s t a t i o n s  i s  g r e a t .  They 

16 should a1 1  be made ADA access ib le .  

17 I ' m  very  concerned about c l o s i n g  t h e  

18 Foster  Avenue " L "  s t o p ,  because a t  t h e  Family 

19 I n s t i t u t e ,  we have a  s l i d i n g  sca le  c l i n i c  where 

20 we see 6,000 p a t i e n t s  a  year - -  6,000 sessions a  

21 year w i t h  p a t i e n t s  who a l l  have t o  t ake  p u b l i c  

22 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  g e t  t o  us .  

23 And hav ing t h e  s t a t i o n  f u r t h e r  away a t  

24 Dav is ,  which i s  more t han  t w i c e  as f a r  as 
3  

1 

I 

I 



1 Fos te r ,  o r  Noyes, which i s  about 40 percen t  I 
I 

2  f u r t h e r  than F o s t e r ,  would be a hardsh ip  t o  
I 

I 

3 them. 

4 Okay. T h a t ' s  a l l  I wanted say.  

5 MS. KURZ: I thought  o f  one more comment I ' d  

6 l i k e  t o  make. I s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  add i t  on t o  

7 Carol Kurz? 

8 MS. REPORTER: Yeah. 

9 MS. KURZ: Th i s  comment regards i n t o  f i r s t  - -  I 

10 my f i r s t  p o i n t  r ega rd ing  how c l o s e  I l i v e  t o  

11 F o s t e r .  

12 I ' m  72-years  o l d ,  and one o f  t h e  

13 reasons I moved where I d i d  was so I cou ld  t ake  

14 t h e  t r a i n  when I no l onge r  d r i v e .  

15 So, i t ' s  a l i t t l e  over about a b l ock  

16 away f rom where I l i v e .  But i f  i t ' s  two o r  

17 t h r e e  b locks ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  I ' l l  ge t  t o  t h e  age 

18 where i t ' s  go ing  t o  be very  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  

19 do t h a t .  So, t h a t ' s  another  reason I p r e f e r  i t  

20 t o  s tay  c l o s e .  

2 1 I mean, obvious1 y ,  you know, everyone 

22 who l i v e s  w i t h i n  a b l o c k  o r  so o f  Noyes i s  going 

23 t o  have t h e  same reason t o  keep t h e  Noyes open. 

24 A l so ,  a re  t h e r e  - -  my ques t ion  i s ,  a re  
4 
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i 
1  they  go ing t o  have e l e v a t o r s  i n  any o f  these 1 

I 

2  t r a i n  s t a t i o n s ,  so i f  people have d i f f i c u l t y  i 
3  w i t h  s t a i r s ,  t h e y ' l l  be ab le  t o  use e leva to rs?  I 

t 

4  Thank you. 

5  MS. REPORTER: P lease,  s t a t e  your name. 

6 MR. STUDENKOV: I g o r  Studenkov. 1 

7  I would l i k e  t o  comment about t h e  

8 p o t e n t i a l  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  both  t h e  

9 Red and Purp le  L i n e .  

10 And I j u s t  wanted t o  s t a t e  t h a t ,  I 

11 t h i n k  t h i s  i s  maybe a  p rob lemat ic  concept,  

12 because once you - -  once you t a k e  - -  once you 

13 c l o s e  t h e  s t a t i o n s ,  you cannot p u t  them back. 

14 Once you c l o s e  t h e  s t a t i o n s ,  i t ' s  very  hard t o  

15 b u i l d  them t o  p u t  them back. 

16 And I t h i n k  about t h e  s t a t i o n s  i s ,  they  

17 do p l a y  i n t o  b u i l d i n g  t h e  community. They - -  

18 t h e r e  a re  businesses which a re  based around 

19 those s t a t i o n s ,  and i f  you c u t  those s t a t i o n s ,  

20 you cannot - -  e s p e c i a l l y  - -  e s p e c i a l l y ,  on t h e  

21 Red L i n e .  

22 And l o t s  o f  s t a t i o n s  a re  impo r tan t ,  

23 1  i ke,  as I 'm sure o the r  people have sa id  

24 a l ready ,  Foster  S t a t i o n  i s  c l o s e  t o  Northwestern 
5  
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1 U n i v e r s i t y ,  Lawrence S t a t i o n  has t r a n s f e r  

2  o p t i o n s ,  and, l e t ' s  see. 

3  Yeah, I mean, t h a t ' s ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  how I 

4 want t o  express o p p o s i t i o n  c l o s i n g  any s t a t i o n s ,  

5 t h a t  t h e r e  a re  l o t s  o f  ways we can improve t h e  

6 Red and Purp le  L i n e ,  b u t ,  sure1 y ,  s h u t t i n g  down 

7  t h e  s t a t i o n  s h o u l d n ' t  be one o f  them. 

8  MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

9  MR. ARMSTRONG: I ' m  Garland F. Armstrong. 

10 And I l i v e  a t  2336 Nor th  72nd Cour t ,  

11 Apartment I E ,  i n  Elmwood Park ,  I l l i n o i s ,  

12 ZIP code 60707-2730. And, a l s o ,  t o o ,  t h e  reason 

13 why I came here i s  about t h e  Red and Purp le  L i ne  

14 Modern izat ion.  

15 I say t h i s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  a  good s t a r t ,  

16 e s p e c i a l l y ,  making ADA access ib l e ,  s i nce  I ' m  on 

17 t h e  CTA ADA Advi so ry  Committee. And, 

18 e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  one s t a t i o n  t h a t  i s  n o t  

19 access ib le  i s  South Boulevard going t o  

20 S t .  F ranc is  H o s p i t a l  . 

21 You have t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  people who a re  

22 now 1  i v i  ng here i n  Evanston, and i f  they  want t o  

23 go t o  S t .  F ranc i s  H o s p i t a l ,  t h e y ' l l  say ,  "Hey, 

24 why South Boulevard S t a t i o n  i s  no t  access ib le?"  
6 
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- 

i 

1 Because they  would have t o  go a l l  t h e  way t o  6 

i 
I 

2  e i t h e r  Howard S t r e e t  t o  ca t ch  t h e  CTA Bus 205, I 
I 

3 o r  go a l l  t h e  way t o  Davis S t r e e t ,  then  have t o  1 
4 ca t ch  t h e  o t h e r  bus t o  go t h e r e ,  o r  a l l  t h e  way 

5 L inden,  and those  t h r e e  s t a t i o n s  a re  access ib l e .  
1 
1 

6 And t h a t ' s  why t h i s  s t a t i o n  r i g h t  he re ,  South 

7  Boulevard,  i s  a  must so people d o n ' t  have t o  

8  t a k e  t h e  CTA Bus. 

9 They want i t  f a s t e r ,  g e t t i n g  o f f  o f  

10 t h e r e ,  go ing t o  work ,  o r  t o  S t .  F ranc is  

11 H o s p i t a l  , e s p e c i a l l y  , i n  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  

12 community, because we need - -  and, t h e n ,  o the r  

13 s t a t i o n s ,  t o o ,  I d e f i n i t e l y  agree on t h a t ,  

14 because we need more o f  them. 

15 So, i f  t hey  want t o  take  t h e  Main L i ne  

16 and make sure t h e  s t a t i o n ' s  access ib l e ,  they  

17 d e f i n i t e l y  r e a l l y  want i t ,  and a l l  t h e  way 

18 100 percent  a c c e s s i b l e ,  so CTA cou ld  say we 

19 f i n a l l y  go t  a l l  t h e  s t a t i o n s  access ib le  what we 

20 wanted. 

21 Because we need, e s p e c i a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  

22 d i s a b i l i t y  community, t o  say, yes,  i t ' s  about 

23 t i m e ,  and i t ' s  l o n g  overdue t o  make i t  ADA 

24 access ib l e  a t  every  s t a t i o n .  So, t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  
7  
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1 community w i l l  n o t  be l e t  down and h u r t ,  because 

2  we d e f i n i t e 1  y  need i t .  So, everyone w i  11 be 

3  jumping f o r  j o y  f o r  i t .  

4 So, t h a t ' s  a l l  I have t o  say. 

5  MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 

6 MR. BUDDE: Norber t  Budde, 6-U-D-D-E. 

7  Okay. You've g o t  a  m u l t i b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  

8  p roposa l ,  and y o u ' r e  a v o i d i n g  do ing t h e  

9  inexpens ive  t h i n g s ,  l i k e  l e a v i n g  s t a t i o n s  open. 

10 South Bou leva rd ' s  c l o s u r e  would make 

11 i t ,  approx imate ly ,  1 . 3  m i l e s  between Main S t r e e t  

12 and Howard. One o f  t h e  ve ry  l o n g  d i s tance  gaps 

13 i n  t h e  e n t i r e  CTA system. 

14 People have been choosing t h e i  r homes 

15 w i t h  respec t  t o  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h e  " L "  f o r  over 100 

16 years ,  and now y o u ' r e  changing t h e  game. 

17 Keeping i t  open i s  ve ry  inexpens ive 

18 r e l a t i v e  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  y o u ' r e  do ing .  

19 When t h i n k i n g  o f  t imesav ing ,  i t  i s  

20 absurd t o  o n l y  measure t h e  t i m e  on t h e  t r a i n .  

21 You have t o  add i n  t h e  t ime  wa lk ing  t o  t h e  

22 s t a t i o n s .  

2  3  You would add 17 minutes t o  my commute 

24 by c l o s i n g  South Boulevard.  Please,  take  t h a t  
8  
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I 

1  i n t o  cons ide ra t i on  f o r  a l l  o f  us .  i 

2 I ' m  done. 
I 

3  MS. REPORTER: Please,  s t a t e  your name. 
i 

4 MS. DYKEMA: Amy Dykema. I 
I 

5  F i r s t  o f f ,  I w i l l  say I do see t h e  need 

6  f o r  some upda t i ng ,  and I understand t h e  need f o r  

7 making t h i n g s  handicapped access ib le .  So, I do 

8  see t h e  need f o r  change. 

9 My main concern i s  t h e  South Boulevard 

10 "L "  s top ,  which I l i v e  near .  I have many 

11 reasons f o r  t h i n k i n g  they  should leave  i t  open. 

12 I n  s p i t e  o f  even i f  they  make o the r  d r a s t i c  

13 changes, I ' m  r eques t i ng  t h a t  t hey  cons ider  

14 l e a v i n g  t h a t  - -  t h a t  s top  open. 

15 For one t h i n g ,  t h a t ' s  why I bought my 

16 house t h e r e ,  j u s t  down t h e  s t r e e t ,  t h a t ' s  one o f  

17 t h e  main reasons i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was an "L "  s top  

18 t h e r e .  

19 I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  won ' t  - -  I t h i n k  i t  

20 would be bad f o r  our p rope r t y  va lues.  I t h i n k  

21 t h a t  t h e  neighborhood would be much l e s s  l i v e l y  

22 w i t h  a l l  t h e  - -  w i t h o u t  a l l  t h e  people coming 

23 and go ing f rom t h e  "L "  s top .  

24 I t h i n k  i t ' l l  h u r t  t h e  businesses on 
9  
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1  Chicago Avenue t h a t  a re  - -  re1  y  on people 

2  feed ing  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  " L "  s top .  I t h i n k  t h e  

3 neighborhood, a c t u a l l y ,  might  be a  l i t t l e  l e s s  

4  sa fe  w i t h o u t  a l l  t h e  people coming and going t o  

5  t h a t  "L" s top .  

6  And I, a l s o ,  t h i n k  t h a t ,  say,  g e t t i n g  

7  o f f  a t  t h e  Howard "L" s top  i s  r e a l l y  no t  v i a b l e  

8  f o r  most people .  Most - -  many people I know 

9 would be a f r a i d  t o  ge t  o f f  a t  t h e  Howard "L" 

10 s top  past  a  c e r t a i n  p o i n t  i n  t h e  evening.  And 

11 i t ' s  j u s t  - -  i t ' s  a  r e a l l y  l o n g w a l k t h r o u g h  a  

12 ve ry  l o n e l y  s t r e t c h  nex t  t o  a  cemetery, which 

13 would be one o f  t h e  o t h e r  o p t i o n s  i f ,  you know, 

14 you can e i t h e r  g e t  on a t  Main o r  a t  Howard. 

15 What e l se?  

16 I l i k e  - -  I ' d  l i k e  t o  keep t h e  express 

17 on some l e v e l ,  b u t  I can see how having t h e  

18 m u l t i p l e  t r a c k s  c o u l d  be a  good i d e a .  

19 What e l se?  

2 0  I t h i n k  i t  would be n i c e  t o  have t h e  

21 express go ing bo th  ways i n  t h e  morning and t h e  

22 evening i ns tead  o f  j u s t  one way, t h e r e  was a  

23 proposal  t h a t  t a l k e d  about one way. 

24 What e l se?  I had o the r  t h i n g s ,  now I 
10 
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I 
1 c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  them. I 

I 

2 I guess, r e a l l y ,  t h e  t h i n g  t o  me t h a t ' s  1 
I 

3 most impor tan t  i s  keeping - -  i s  keeping t h e  

4 South Boulevard " L "  s top .  And, so, I ' m  no t  

5 ask ing t h a t  they  keep t h i n g s ,  l i k e ,  t h e  way 

6 t h e y ' v e  always been, go ahead and make t h e  

7 improvements f o r  handicapped access ib le .  
I 

8 I ' m  no t  sure t h e  4-Track t h i n g  i s  

9 necessary, bu t  i t  - -  i t  sounds i n t e r e s t i n g .  1 
I 

10 And, I guess, t h a t ' s  a l l  I can t h i n k  o f  

11 r i g h t  now. I had a l l  these t h i n g s  i n  my head, 

12 you know how t h a t  goes. Okay. Thank you. 

13 MS. REPORTER: Please, s t a t e  your name. 

14 MR. GLASSER: Michael G l  asser . 

15 F i r s t ,  thank you t o  a l l  you guys f o r  

16 do ing t h i s ,  and, you know, showing us t h e  

17 i ssues .  

18 And I ' m  here  because, as most o the r  

19 people ,  I ' m  concerned and impacted by p o t e n t i a l  

20 c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n s .  I ' m  speaking, 

21 s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  o f  t h e  J a r v i s  S t a t i o n .  

22 Being a l a n d l o r d  i n  t h e  area,  I t h i n k  

23 t h a t  J a r v i s  o f f e r s  t h e  businesses an oppo r tun i t y  

24 t o  succeed, and i s  an a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  my tenan ts ,  
11 
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1 and ma in ta ins  my p rope r t y  va lue ,  and i s  a 

2 convenience. 

3 I do understand t h a t  t h e  proposal i s  

4 t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an access ib le  and expanded s t a t i o n  

5 a few b locks  n o r t h ,  which seems l i k e  an 

6 i n t e r e s t i n g  i d e a ,  b u t  I ' m  j u s t  v o t i n g  f o r  

7 keeping t h e  J a r v i s  S t a t i o n ,  even i f  i t  slows t h e  

8 t r a v e l  t imes . 

9 But on balance,  I t h i n k  t he  

10 p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o n i g h t  showed us how impor tant  i t  

11 i s  t o  modernize 100-year o l d  systems. People 

12 have t o  r e a l i z e  t h i s  i s  a p r i o r i t y ,  and needs t o  

13 be a p r i o r i t y ,  and they  need t o  speak o u t  so 

14 t h a t  our  c i t y  can r e t a i n  a modern f e e l .  

15 I ' m  o f f e r i n g  my webs i te ,  t h i s  i s  

16 n o n - f o r - p r o p e r t y ,  j u s t  my Website, 

17 RogersPark.com. I f  t h e  CTA would l i k e  t o  use 

18 i t ,  i n  any way, t o  promote t h i s  k i n d  o f  process,  

19 we, c e r t a i n l y ,  would l i k e  t o  pa r tne r  w i t h  them. 

2 0 And t h a t ' s  i t .  

21 (Which were a l l  t he  

22 proceedings had i n  t h e  above 

23 cause t h i s  da te  and t i m e . )  

24 
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I STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

2 ) ss: 

3 COUNTY OF C 0 0 K ) 

4 

5 Sandra D i  V i  t o ,  be ing f i r s t  du l y  sworn, 

6 on oa th  says t h a t  she i s  a  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  do ing 

7 business i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I l l i n o i s ;  and t h a t  she 

8 repo r ted  i n  shorthand t h e  proceedings o f  sa id  

9 hea r i ng ,  and t h a t  t h e  fo rego ing  i s  a  t r u e  and 

10 c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  her shorthand notes so 

11 taken as a f o r e s a i d ,  and con ta ins  t he  proceedings 

12 g iven  a t  s a i d  hear ing .  
m. 

we nP)-tV& 

Sandra D i  V i t o ,  CSR 

16 LIC. NO. 084-004642 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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(Whereupon, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

proceedings were he ld  i n  an 

open p u b l i c  meet ing. )  

MS. ARMSTRONG: A t  Davis S t r e e t  i n  Evanston, 

I t h i n k  they  need t o  make a skyway - -  a sky pa th  

t h a t  connects t o  t h e  Metra f rom the  Davis S t r e e t  

Metra s t a t i o n  so i t  would be eas ie r  f o r  

everybody t o  connect t o  t h e  Metra t r a i n s .  So 

t h a t  i t  would be eas ie r  f o r  everybody t o  

connect - -  so i t  would be e a s i e r  f o r  everybody 

t o  ca t ch  t h e  n o r t h  - -  t h e  UP Nor th  L ine  i f  they  

want t o  ca t ch  i t  from t h e  Purp le  L i n e .  My name 

i s  Heather Armstrong. Thank you. 

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MS. LINDQUIST: Jan ice  L i n d q u i s t  . 

On beha l f  o f  t h e  employees, doctors  and 

p a t i e n t s  a t  S t .  F ranc is  H o s p i t a l ,  I s t r o n g l y  

encourage t h e  Chicago T r a n s i t  A u t h o r i t y  t o  

r e v i s i t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c l o s u r e  o f  t he  South 

Boulevard E l  s t a t i o n .  

South Boulevard i s  our  h o s p i t a l ' s  CTA 

s t a t i o n .  The South Boulevard s t a t i o n  prov ides 

convenient ,  a f f o r d a b l e  access t o  our medical 

campus f o r  people from around t h e  Chicagoland 
2 
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1  area who a r r i v e  by p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  

2  work, go t o  schoo l ,  vo lun tee r ,  see a  d o c t o r ,  ge t  

3 a  mammogram, a t t e n d  ca rd iac  rehab and more. Our 

4  employees and our  p a t i e n t s  r e f l e c t  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  
i I 
1 

5 o f  t h e  l o c a l  community. 

6 S t .  F ranc i s  Hosp i t a l  i s  a  medical 
i 
i I 

7 d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  n o r t h  shore and Chicago 's  I 
8  n o r t h  s i d e .  We a r e  t h e  l onges t  c o n t i n u a l l y  1 

1 
I 

9  c e r t i f i e d  Level 1  trauma cen te r  on t h e  n o r t h  I 

i 
10 shore. We a r e  a  n a t i o n a l l y - r a n k e d  teach ing  and I I 

11 research h o s p i t a l .  Our nurses and s t a f f  a re  key 

12 t r a i n e r s  f o r  over  800 emergency responders 

13 annua l l y  and t h e  communications cen te r  f o r  

14 twe lve  munic ipa l  f i r e  departments, s i x  h o s p i t a l s  

15 and two ambulance companies. 

16 The S t .  F ranc is  Hosp i t a l  School o f  

17 Radiography has educated f u t u r e  medical 

18 s p e c i a l i s t s  f o r  over 60 years.  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  

19 S t .  F ranc is  H o s p i t a l  i s  one o f  Evanston's 

20 l a r g e s t  employers and one o f  i t s  t op  taxpayers.  

2  1  Closure o f  t h i s  E l  s t a t i o n  would 

22 g r e a t l y  impact access t o  ca re  f o r  many p a t i e n t s  

23 and t h e  f i n a n c i a l  v i a b i l i t y  o f  our i n s t i t u t i o n .  

24 Given a  d i f f i c u l t  economy and a  compet i t i ve  
3  
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1 market ,  ex te rna l  f a c t o r s ,  l i k e  access t o  

2  convenient  pub1 i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  he1 p us 

3  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  ourse lves t o  p rospec t i ve  employees 

4 and f u t u r e  p a t i e n t s .  

5 Upon hear ing  about t h e  poss ib le  

6 c l o s u r e ,  we rece ived  many communications f rom 

7 phys i c i ans ,  s t a f f  and vo lun tee rs  expressing 

8  concern f o r  themselves and our  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  

9 respect  t o  t h e  hardsh ip  t h i s  w i l l  cause. Please 

10 cons ider  t h e  dramat ic  impact  t h e  c losure  o f  t h e  

11 South Boulevard E l  s t a t i o n  w i l l  have on t h e  many 

12 people i n  our community who r e l y  on 

13 S t .  F ranc is  Hosp i ta l  now and f o r  years t o  come. 

14 Thank you f o r  your understanding.  

15 S i n c e r e l y ,  J e f f r e y  Murphy, Execut ive Pres ident  

16 and CEO. 

17 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

18 MR. MCGONIGLE: My name i s  Andrew McGonigle. 

19 I ' m  an Evanston r e s i d e n t .  

20 I have looked a t  t h e  proposals t h a t  I 

21 see f rom t h e  CTA. Var ious t h i n g s  I f i n d  

22 concerning and I t h i n k  should be addressed when 

23 we come t o  an o v e r a l l  conc lus ion  as t o  which 

24 scheme i t  i s  t h a t  should be f o l l owed .  I have 
4 

1 
I 

! 

i 
i 
1 
1 
I 
I 

1 
, 
I 
I 

I 

I 
6 



1 p u l l e d  ou t  a  s e r i e s  o f  p o i n t s  o f  each o f  t h e  

2  p roposa ls ,  and I would l i k e  t o  go through those.  

3  I n  t h e  No-Act ion A l t e r n a t i v e ,  I 

4  understand t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  base l i ne  and i t ' s  

5 impor tan t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  base l ine  i n  which t o  

6 work w i t h .  And as we a l l  know, t he  q u a l i t y  o f  

7  s e r v i c e  and t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  needs 

8  cons iderab le  a t t e n t i o n .  And, i n  my mind, t o  

9  a c t u a l l y  have no a c t i o n  i s  something t h a t  i s  

10 de t r imen ta l  t o  everyone and, t h e r e f o r e ,  we 

11 should move forward.  

12 A l t e r n a t i v e  one, t h e  Basic 

13 R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  A1 t e r n a t i v e .  Meeting t h e  ADA 

14 standards minimal 1  y i s  obvious1 y  something t h a t  

15 i s  o f  g rea t  concern t o  me. These i n d i v i d u a l s  

16 t h a t  s u f f e r  f rom d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  whatever i t  i s ,  

17 need t o  be recognized and supported i n  our 

18 s o c i e t y .  And t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  word minimal ,  I 

19 f i n d  a c t u a l l y  i n s u l t i n g  t o  those i n d i v i d u a l s .  

20 So i t ' s  something t h a t  I t h i n k  should be 

21 considered i n  terms o f  t h e  amount t h a t  we would 

22 cons ider  t o  be acceptab le .  

23 The i t e m  t h e r e ,  t h e  v iaducts  i n  t he  

24 s t a t i o n s ,  would n o t  be brought up t o  modern 
5 
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standards.  I t h i n k  we a l l  know t h a t  having 

stood f o r  many hours on many o f  these p la t f o rms  

t h a t  t o  us t h a t  r e g u l a r l y  use t h e  system t h a t  

t h a t ' s  n o t  accep tab le .  And t h e r e  may be a  

median between t h e  word modern standards and t h e  

c u r r e n t  c o n d i t i o n ,  so I t h i n k  t h a t  would need t o  

be eva luated . 

The o b j e c t  o f  hav ing one s t a t i o n  t h a t  

would be renovated t o  accommodate an e i g h t - c a r  

t r a i n  I t h i n k  i s  s e l f - d e f e a t i n g .  Why spend 

money when a l l  o f  t h e  p la t f o rms  can accept s i x  

by accommodating one e i g h t - c a r  t r a i n  on one 

p la t f o rm?  I f i n d  t h a t  t o  be a  waste o f  money, 

as i t  would no l onge r  be a b l e  t o  s top  a t  any o f  

t h e  o the r  p l a t f o r m s .  And which s t a t i o n  would we 

then choose t o  be t h e  one t h a t  would be 

upgraded? That concerns me. 

A l t e r n a t i v e  two,  t h e  p iece  t h a t  I l i k e  

about t h i s  i s  t h e  express s e r v i c e  t o  and from 

t h e  Loop, t o  how i t  would be expanded. I t h i n k  

t h a t ' s  ve ry  impor tan t  f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  

Evanston, as w e l l  as t h e  o the r  c l i e n t s  t h a t  i t ' s  

se rv ing .  T h i s  would g i v e  t h e  users o f  Evanston 

a  f a r  g r e a t e r  a b i l i t y  t o  u t i l i z e  t he  l i n e  t o  i t s  
6 
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1 maximum p o t e n t i a l  . 

2  A1 t e r n a t i v e  t h r e e ,  Modern izat ion 

3 4-Track A l t e r n a t i v e ,  p rov ide  upgrades and 

4  r e p a i r s  t h a t  meet t h e  nex t  60 t o  80 years .  I 

5 t h i n k  t h i s  i s  ex t remely  impo r tan t  as a  t ime  

6 frame. The p rev ious  d i scuss ion  o f  on1 y  a  

7  20-year upgrade I t h i n k  i s ,  t o  use a  wel l -known 

8 phrase,  shoo t ing  y o u r s e l f  i n  t h e  f o o t .  

9 The t h i n g  t h a t  we should be do ing w i t h  

10 our  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i s  a c t u a l l y  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  

11 l o n g - t e r m b e n e f i t  o f  p u t t i n g t h i s i n t o p l a c e .  

12 And f o r  those people t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  next  two 

13 genera t ions  beyond t h i s ,  we need t o  leave  a  

14 legacy .  A n d a s w e a l l  know, f o s s i l  f u e l s  a re  

15 reduc ing  t h e i r  a v a i l a b i  1  i t y  and as we con t inue  

16 t o  do t h a t  mass t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  something t h a t  

17 w i l l  a c t u a l l y  p rov ide  b e t t e r  a b i l i t y  f o r  people 

18 t o u t i l i z e  i t .  S o w e  need t o l o o k a t  a  

19 p r o j e c t e d  t ime  f rame, no t  a  shortened t ime 

20 frame. 

21 I nc reas ing  t r a i n  speed and re1  i abi  1  i t y  . 

22 Obv ious ly  w i t h  a  r e p a i r  and upgrade, t h a t  goes 

23 hand i n  hand. Again,  t h a t ' s  ve ry  impo r tan t .  As 

24 j obs  become more s t r e s s f u l ,  r e l i a b i l i t y  t o  ge t  
7  
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1  t o  a  p l ace  o f  employment and t h e  speed o f  

2  g e t t i n g  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  So I t h i n k  

3 those two t h i n g s  need t o  go hand i n  hand. 

4  Complete ADA a c c e s s i b i l i t y  w i t h i n  t h i s  

5  p o r t i o n  I t h i n k  i s  extreme1 y  impo r tan t ,  as I 

6 prev ious1 y  s a i d  t h a t .  As our  popu la t i on  

7  con t inues  t o  grow, so w i l l  t h e  number o f  

8  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  s u f f e r  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  and we 

9  need t o  make sure  t h a t  we p rov ide  them w i t h  t h e  

10 same l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  as a  person t h a t ' s  a b l e  

11 bodied . 

12 Again ,  w i t h  modern izat ion and upgrades, 

13 t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  v i aduc t s  throughout  

14 t h e  e n t i r e  r o u t e ,  t h i s  i s  a  problem t h a t  we've 

15 seeing many t imes .  And we need t o  address and 

16 make sure  t h a t  we suppor t  and p rov ide  t h e  

17 i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  

18 The c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and poss ib l e  

19 e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  s tops w i t h i n  Evanston, t h a t  I 

20 f i n d  r e a l 1  y  ve ry  concern ing,  cons ider ing  t h e  

21 number o f  people t h a t  i t  serves .  The most 

22 impo r tan t  one no t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  here would be 

23 F o s t e r .  The amount o f  t r a f f i c  t h a t  comes t o  

24 Fos te r  i n  t h e  reverse  commute i s  i n c r e d i b l e ,  
8  

McCorkle Court  Reporters, Inc. 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  (312) 263-0052 

I 

1 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
i 
i 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 



HcCorkle Court Reporters, I n c .  
Chicago, I1 1 inois (312) 263-0052 

1 bo th  go ing towards t h e  Lake, where t h e  

2  u n i v e r s i t y  i s ,  and i n  t h e  oppos i t e  d i r e c t i o n ,  t o  

3  where employers a re  l o c a t e d  on Ridge and a t  C i t y  

4 H a l l .  

5 To e l i m i n a t e  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  people t o  

6  come t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  and go i n  e i t h e r  

7 d i r e c t i o n  - -  r e c e n t l y  t h e  C i t y  o f  Evanston has 

8 i n s t a l l e d  a  crosswalk  a t  t h e  co rner  o f  Fos te r  

9  and Ridge.  The t r a f f i c  counts  o f  pedes t r ians  

10 i n d i c a t e d  t h e  amount o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  c ross ing  a t  

11 t h a t  j u n c t i o n  supported t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  a  

12 new c ross ing  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  To me t h a t ' s  

13 i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  number o f  peop le  t h a t  a re  

14 us ing  t h e  E l  because t h a t ' s  t h e  on1 y  method o f  

15 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  There a re  no o the r  p laces .  The 

16 pa rk i ng  i s  nonex i s ten t ,  o t h e r  than s t r e e t .  

17 So those people coming across Ridge 

18 from Fos te r  a r e  obv ious l y  ve ry  impo r tan t .  The 

19 number o f  those i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  m in i scu le  i n  

20 number i n  comparison t o  t h e  numbers t h a t  a r e  

21 ac tua l  1  y  go ing eastward.  These i n d i v i d u a l s  

22 i n c l u d e  s tuden ts ,  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f ,  v i s i t o r s  

23 and people t h a t  come f o r  courses and t h e  l i k e ,  

24 bo th  f rom Chicago and f rom t h e  n o r t h .  
9  
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1  I f  you l o o k  a t  ex tend ing t h e  Noyes 

2  S t r e e t  s t a t i o n  t o  p u t t i n g  a  new ent rance on 

3  G a f f i e l d ,  w h i l e  a  wonderfu l  i dea ,  t h e  amount of 

4 money t h a t  t h a t  would e n t a i l  would be f a r  b e t t e r  

5 spent on upgrading Fos te r  S t r e e t .  Again,  t h e  

6 same w i t h  t h e  Davis S t r e e t  s t a t i o n ,  i n c r e a s i n g  

7  t h e i r  access, and Main S t r e e t .  

8  The o t h e r  t h i n g  w i t h i n  t h i s  area i n  

9  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h r e e  i s  t h e  express s e r v i c e  t o  and 

10 from t h e  Loop. I t  would be expanded due t o  t h e  

11 upgrades on t h e  Red L ine .  Th i s  i s  something 

12 t h a t  I would wholehear ted ly  approve on. And 

13 t h a t  r e l a t e s  back t o  increased t r a i n  speed and 

14 r e l i a b i l i t y  and t h e  reverse  commute, which 

15 Evanston has, as w e l l  as t h e  number o f  people 

16 go ing t o  t h e  c i t y .  

17 The removal o f  t h e  Fos te r  S t r e e t  

18 s t a t i o n .  A  l a r g e  number o f  s tudents  from t h e  

19 u n i v e r s i t y  l i v e  i n  Roger 's  Park o r  f u r t h e r  

20 sou th ,  so t h e y ' r e  do ing t h e  reverse  commute. 

21 T h e i r  s a f e t y  and s e c u r i t y  and t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  

22 g e t  t o  campus i n  a  t i m e l y  manner would be 

23 jeopard ized .  

24 Around Fos te r  S t r e e t  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i c e  
10 
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records i n d i c a t e  a  number o f  assau l t s  us ing  

f i r ea rms  and t h e  l i k e .  Obv ious ly ,  s a f e t y  i s  o f  

paramount concern t o  everybody w i t h i n  t h e  town 

and t o  inc rease  t h e  d i s tance  f o r  those 

i n d i v i d u a l s  us ing  Fos te r  S t r e e t  by making them 

go t o  Noyes increases t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  them t o  

come t o  some form o f  harm. That ,  I f i n d ,  i s  

something t h a t  we should l o o k  a t  and examine 

very  c a r e f u l l y  and something t h a t  should be 

avoided . 

A l t e r n a t i v e  f o u r ,  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  one o f  

t h e  f o u r  t r a c k s ,  t h a t  r e s t r i c t s  t he  p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  do ing an express s e r v i c e ,  which I t a l k e d  

about under t h r e e .  And I f e e l  very s t r o n g l y  

t h a t  t h a t  should be t h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  I would 

encourage perhaps l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  p o r t i o n  from 

Howard down t o  Belmont. That maybe an 

a d d i t i o n a l  one o r  two s tops  be inc luded  on t h a t  

express so t h e  people have g rea te r  f l  ex i  b i  1  i t y  

i n  terms o f  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  system. 

The removal o f  t h e  reverse commuting i s  

very  concerning t o  me. Everybody - -  when I 

f i r s t  came t o  t h e  U .S . ,  I r e g u l a r l y  drove and 

was on t h e  Edens and t h e  Kennedy and was 
11 
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appa l led  by t h e  amount o f  t r a f f i c  and n o t i c e d  

t h e  shortage - -  o r  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  on t h e  

northbound s i d e  w i t h  l e s s  t r a f f i c .  As t ime  has 

gone by ,  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  reversed .  The number o f  

people t h a t  I see coming f rom t h e  c i t y  go ing 

northbound i s  now f a r  g r e a t e r  than southbound 

t r a f f i c .  And I ' m  seeing t h a t  on t h e  E l ,  as 

w e l l .  So t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  reve rs ing  

commute a v a i l a b i l i t y  i s  very  t r o u b l i n g  t o  me. 

I n  a l t e r n a t i v e  f i v e ,  express s e r v i c e  

f rom t h e  Loop t o  Belmont, t h a t  would be 

e l i m i n a t e d  due t o  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  e leva ted  

l i n e s .  Again, t h a t  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t he  same 

c r i t e r i a .  And I a l s o  have a  problem w i t h  t h e  

expense i nvo l ved  i n  b u i l d i n g  an underground 

a1 t e r n a t i  ve. Whi le p r o v i d i n g  1  ess no ise  and 

perhaps some p o l l u t i o n ,  t h e  cos t  o f  an 

underground a l t e r n a t i v e  I consider  t o  be 

e x o r b i t a n t  and n o n - b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t he  long- te rm 

b e n e f i t  o f  people w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y .  And t h a t  

money would be f a r  b e t t e r  spent on p o t e n t i a l l y  

a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  i t .  

THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

MR. KEEVE: My name i s  P h i l i p  Keeve. I ' m  a  
12 
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1 s tudent  a t  Northwestern U n i v e r s i t y .  

2  Having l i v e d  on South Campus f o r  o n l y  a  

3  coup le  o f  months, I ' v e  a l ready  seen t h e  demand 

4  o f  s tudent  usage f o r  t h e  s t a t i o n s  a long t h e  

5  Purp le  L i ne  w i t h i n  Evanston. According t o  

6 h i s t o r y ,  t h e  Pu rp le  L i n e  has served as p r i m a r i l y  

7  a  s h u t t l e  r o u t e ,  making c l o s e - t o g e t h e r ,  f requen t  

8  stops w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  Evanston and a long t h e  

9 edge o f  Nor thwes te rn 's  campus. 

10 I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  d e s p i t e  

11 an inc rease  i n  r i d e r s h i p  s t a t i s t i c s  over t h e  

12 l a s t  couple o f  years  i t  seems t h a t  t h e  CTA has 

13 decided they  want t o  c l ose  down t h e  Fos te r  

14 S t r e e t  s t a t i o n ,  which,  having used i t  somewhat 

15 f r e q u e n t l y ,  seems t o  always have a  steady f l o w  

16 o f  t r a f f i c  th rough  i t  and i s  s t i l l  i n  decent 

17 shape, a t  l e a s t  t o  my own eyes. 

18 Now s t u d i e s  may show o therw ise  and 

19 renova t ions  c e r t a i n 1  y  would be welcomed, 

20 espec ia l  1  y  f o r  those who a re  d i sab led  and such. 

21 But t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  s top  and moving s t a t i o n  

22 entrances a  coup le  b l ocks  c l o s e r  t o  Foster  

23 s t a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  make a  l o t  o f  sense 

24 when you cons ider  how f a r  apa r t  Davis and Noyes 
13 
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1  a r e  and how many people ac tua l1  y  1  i v e  i n  between 

2  those two s t a t i o n s  and a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  use 

3  Fos te r  than any o f  t h e  o t h e r  two.  

4  The s t a t i o n ,  as i t  e x i s t s ,  does have 

5  i t s  share o f  i s sues ;  t h e  cu rve  immediate ly p r i o r  

6  t o  i t  coming i n  bo th  d i r e c t i o n s ,  as w e l l  as no t  

7  be ing  access ib le  t o  those  who a re  d i sab led .  But 

8  c a p a c i t y  w ise I d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  see a  reason 

9  t o  leng then  t h e  p l a t f o r m  beyond a  s i x - c a r  t r a i n  

10 s i n c e  i t ' s  never u s u a l l y  f u l l ,  even d u r i n g  

11 rush-hour  s e r v i c e .  

12 And, a l s o ,  i t  would seem r e l a t i v e l y  

13 easy t o  a t  l e a s t  j u s t  be a b l e  t o  i n s t a l l  an 

14 e l e v a t o r  and pu t  i n  t h e  wider  t u r n s t i l e s  f o r  

15 people who a re  i n  wheel cha i  r s  , especi a1 1  y  s i nce  

16 t h e  e x i s t i n g  concre te  p l a t f o r m ,  whi 1  e  no t  

17 t e r r i b l y  w ide,  doesn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  need t o  be 

18 widened due t o  c a p a c i t y  reasons and i s  s t i l l  

19 l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  bot tom o f  t h e  t r a i n  doors,  as 

20 t h a t  would e a s i l y  be access ib l e  t o  people i n  

21 whee lcha i rs .  

22 So due t o  demand and t h e  c u r r e n t  

23 c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s top ,  yes,  work, I do t h i n k ,  

24 does need t o  be done. But c l o s i n g  Foster  
14 
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1  doesn ' t  seem l i k e a  v i a b l e o p t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

2  f o r  those o f  t h e  community o f  Evanston and t h e  

3  s tudents  a t  Northwestern U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  use t h e  

4 s top .  

5  THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

6 MR. LYNN: My name i s  Lamont Lynn, 

7 L - a - m - o - n - t ,  L - y - n - n .  T h a t ' s  my l a s t  name. 

8  We1 1  , I comment on t h e  CTA a  1  o t  v i a  

9  b l o g s ,  newspapers. A few years ago I wro te  a  

10 CTA Passengers' B i l l  o f  R igh ts  f o r  t h e  Sun-Times 

11 and t h a t  was pub l i shed .  So Noe l l e  Gaffney knows 

12 my name from f requent  E-mai ls  t o  your 

13 department. 

14 A c t u a l l y ,  I s t a y  i n  Chicago now, bu t  I 

15 used t o  s tay  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  South Boulevard s top .  

16 And I b e l i e v e  c u t t i n g  ou t  t h a t  s t a t i o n  w i l l  be 

17 de t r imen ta l  t o  t h a t  neighborhood, g iven  t h e  f a c t  

18 t h a t  due t o  RTA and CTA mismanagement o f  funds 

19 now t h a t  we have t o  l o o k  a t  c u t t i n g  o u t  s t a t i o n s  

20 i n  o rder  t o  ge t  modern izat ion.  I f  y o u ' r e  ab le  

21 t o  t o t a l l y  r e h a b i l i t a t e  t h e  Brown L ine ,  then you 

22 should be ab le  t o  do t h a t  w i t h  t he  Purp le  L i n e ,  

23 a l s o .  

24 They d i d n ' t  c u t  any s t a t i o n s  o u t .  You 
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1  can c u t  F ranc isco  o u t ,  you can c u t  Kedzie o u t ,  

2  a l s o .  I mean, those people can walk t o  K imbal l  

3  o r  a l l  t h e  way t o  Western. I mean, you can even 

4  c u t  Rockwell o u t .  Every t ime  I pass t h e r e ,  

5  t h e r e ' s o n l y  l i k e  f i v e  p e o p l e o n  t h e  p l a t f o r m .  

6  So i f  y o u ' r e  do ing i t  by numbers, then those 

7 s t a t i o n s  should be c u t  o u t ,  t o o ,  a long w i t h  

8  We1 1 i ngton.  

9  We l l i ng ton  i s  c l o s e  t o  a  h o s p i t a l  bu t  

10 so i s  Fos te r .  Foster  i s  c l o s e  t o  Northwestern 

11 U n i v e r s i t y ,  so they  should no t  c u t  t h a t  o u t ,  

12 a l s o .  And i t ' s  c l o s e  t o a  sen io r  c i t i z e n s '  h i gh  

13 r i s e  and a  l o t  o f  people use t h a t  t o  and f rom 

14 downtown and t o  go v i s i t  grandparents.  Some 

15 sen io rs  d o n ' t  have r e a d i l y  means o f  

16 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  such as c a r s ,  so t h a t ' s  why i t ' s  

17 impor tan t  t o  f i x  these s t a t i o n s .  

18 L i k e  some o f  these s t a t i o n s  go back t o  

19 l i k e  - -  I f e e l  l i k e  when dinosaurs were walk ing 

20 t h e  Ea r th .  E s p e c i a l l y  t h e  v iaduc ts  t h a t  d r i p  on 

21 you and they  have s t a l a c t i t e s .  L i k e  they have 

22 a l l  k i n d  o f  l i k e  cave format ions due t o  l i k e  

23 j u s t  gross neg lec t  due t o  p u t t i n g  o f f  

24 maintenance because some people i n  t h e  CTA and 
16 
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1  RTA d o n ' t  know how t o  manage t h e i r  budgets. So 

2  I b e l i e v e  c u t t i n g  o u t  those s t a t i o n s  w i l l  j u s t  

3  harm r i d e r s h i p ,  which t h e  CTA i s  t r y i n g  t o  g a i n  

4  r i d e r s  f o r ,  as f a r  as revenue bas i s  goes. 

5  So h o p e f u l l y  I s t i l l  have some more 

6 t ime  bu t  I would l i k e  f o r  a l l  o f  them t o  be ADA 

7  compl ian t .  I t  f e e l s  t h a t  every  s t a t i o n  south o f  

8 Addison g e t s  remodeled o r  g e t s  modernized w i t h  

9 a l l  t h e  b e l l s  and w h i s t l e s  b u t  us on t h e  n o r t h  

10 s i d e  j u s t  g e t s  t h e  s h a f t .  I mean, every s t a t i o n  

11 n o r t h  o f  b a s i c a l l y  Addison i s  c rap .  

12 I guess t h e  newest ones, which w i l l  be ,  

13 what,  G r a n v i l l e  and Howard S t r e e t ,  thank God, 

14 f i n a l l y ,  bu t  Howard S t r e e t  s t i l l  does no t  have 

15 cameras. I t ' s  s t i l l  pigeons t h e r e  l i k e  

16 de feca t i ng  everywhere t h a t  I walk  i n t o  on my way 

17 t o  work. 

18 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

19 MS. HEDMAN: Okay. L o i s  Hedman. 

2  0  So my concerns a re  t h a t ,  number one, 

21 t h i s  meeting wasn ' t  even p u b l i c i z e d ,  l i k e  a t  t h e  

22 s t a t i o n  t h a t  I ' m  a t .  I heard about i t  through a  

23 f r i e n d ,  who heard about i t  through our  

24 a lderperson.  And t h e n ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  i f  you 
17 
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1  wanted t o  t ake  t h e  t r a i n  up here,  i t ' s  o f f  o f  

2 t h e  s t a t i o n  t h a t  i s  go ing t o  be proposed t o  be 

3 c losed .  There 's  no pa rk ing  here ,  so I ' m  a f r a i d  

4  t h e r e ' s  many people who r i d e  t h e  t r a i n  and g e t  

5  o f f  a t  South Boulevard won ' t  even g e t  here.  
I 

6 South Boulevard I t h i n k  i s  a  r e a l l y  1 
! 
I 

7 impor tan t  s t a t i o n  t o  keep because t h e  Howard 

8  S t r e e t  s t a t i o n  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  sa fe  many t imes o f  

9  t h e  day. I mean, and I l i v e  near t o  t h a t ,  so I 
i 
I 

10 choose t o  walk f u r t h e r  t o  go t o  South Boulevard.  

11 I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  - -  t h e r e ' s  a  l o t  o f  
I 

12 people,  more apartments.  I would t h i n k  l e s s  
i 

13 people who have access t o  cars  i n  t h a t  a rea ,  t h e  

14 people t h a t  l i v e  around Main S t r e e t .  I f  people 

15 s t a r t  d r i v i n g  t h e r e  because i t ' s  a  couple m i l es  

16 t o  ge t  t o  a  s t a t i o n ,  t h e r e ' s  no pa rk ing .  So 

17 i t ' s  going t o  p u t  a  b i g  burden on t h e  C i t y  o f  

18 Evanston, I a1 so be1 i e v e ,  c l o s i n g  South 

19 Boulevard.  But  f o r  me, I may have t o  go back t o  

20 d r i v i n g .  P u t t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  ca rs  on t h e ,  you 

21 know, highway, you know, more t r a f f i c ,  more 

22 p o l l u t i o n ,  a l l  o f  t h a t .  

23 So I t h i n k  i t ' s  good t h a t  t h e y ' r e  

24 l o o k i n g  a t  p l ans ,  b u t  I would r e a l l y  r e s i s t  
18 
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1  c l o s i n g  South Boulevard.  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a  huge 

2  gap between Howard and Main S t r e e t  and i t ' s  a  

3  backward - -  i t  would be a  backward move and a  

4 nega t i ve  impact .  So t h a t ' s  i t .  

5 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

6  MR. KRAEMER: My name i s  Mark Kraemer. I 

7 l i v e  i n  Wi lmet te ,  and I ' v e  been r i d i n g  t h e  CTA 

8 f o r  a t  l e a s t  40 years .  

9 I c u r r e n t l y  use t h e  Linden s top  and 

10 take  t h e  Purp le  L i n e  almost every  day t o  work. 

11 I have a  comment about t h e  s top  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  

12 o p t i o n  t h a t  i s  be ing considered and I would l i k e  

13 t o  mention t h a t  I used - -  back about 20 years 

14 ago, t h i s  i s s u e  was be fo re  t h e  p u b l i c  then a t  

15 t h a t  t ime  when i t  was proposed t h a t  s tops be 

16 c losed  a long many p o i n t s  a long t h e  system. 

17 And I l i v e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  t he  Noyes 

18 St reet IEvanston area and our  s top  a t  Noyes 

19 S t r e e t  was proposed t o  be c losed  and a c t u a l l y  

20 d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e  t h e  f i n a l  spar ing  o f  s t a t i o n s .  

21 And so we were under t h e  impress ion t h a t  Noyes 

22 S t r e e t  would be c losed .  And I j u s t  want t h e  CTA 

23 t o  know t h a t  t h e  issues o f  s top  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  

24 a r e  no t  new. 
19 
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1 And a t  t h e  t ime  t h e r e  was g r e a t  concern 

2 i n  t h e  community, bo th  among r e s i d e n t s  and 

3 business owners, about what would happen i f  t h e  

4 s top  was c l osed .  And many business owners t o l d  

5 me t h a t  t hey  cou ld  no t  s leep  a t  n i g h t  because o f  

6 t h e  thought  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  c l o s i n g  and they  f e l t  

7 t h a t  i f  t h e  s t a t i o n  c losed  they  would go o u t  o f  

8 bus iness.  They would s imply  l o s e  t h e i r  

9 businesses because they  opera te  on very  smal l  

10 margins and t h e  20 t o  30 percent  drop i n  

11 business t h a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  c l o s i n g s  would cause 

12 would f o r c e  them ou t  o f  bus iness.  So I ' m  

13 aga ins t  t h e  s top  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o p t i o n  f o r  t h a t  

14 reason. 

15 T h i s  i s s u e  has come up be fo re ,  and t h e  

16 i ssues  have n o t  changed s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  

17 Neighborhood E l  s tops a re  ve ry  impo r tan t ,  bo th  

18 t o  t h e  bus iness owners t h a t  surround them and 

19 a l s o  people  who use t h e  CTA and re1 y on t h e i r  

20 neighborhood s tops f o r  convenience. I t h i n k  

21 t h a t  i f  neighborhood stops were t o  c l ose ,  

22 r i d e r s h i p  would d e f i n i t e l y  decrease. 

2 3 And I b e l i e v e  we should be t r y i n g  t o  

24 make p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  more access ib le  t o  
20 
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1 t h e  community and n o t  l e s s  access ib le  and t h e  ! 
2 s top  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  would d e f i n i t e l y  make - -  I 

I 
3 reduce access t o  p u b l i c  t r a n s i t ,  which would 

4 r e s u l t  i n  a l o s s  o f  r i d e r s h i p .  
i 
i 

5 So I would encourage t h e  CTA t o  I 

6 modernize as much as poss ib le  b u t  t o  spare t h e  

7 s tops on t h e  l i n e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  savings I i 
8  i n  t ime  t h a t  i t  would - -  t h a t  would be r e a l i z e d  

9 would no t  o f f s e t  t h e  p a i n  t o  t h e  community o f  

10 c l o s i n g  those s t a t i o n s .  So I urge t h e  CTA t o  

11 n o t  go through w i t h  t h e  s top  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  

12 o p t i o n .  

13 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

14 MS. JANES: My name i s  Barbara Janes. 

15 My number one request  i s  p o r t a  p o t t i e s  

16 because f o r  t h e  past  t h r e e  years I ' v e  been going 

17 t o  79 th  S t r e e t  f rom Evanston and then I have t o  

18 walk  h a l f  an hour t o  g e t  where I was go ing .  I 

19 was very  uncomfortable by t h e  t ime  I got  t he re .  

2 0 I t h i n k  t hey  should save t h e  South 

21 Boulevard s t a t i o n  because even though you d o n ' t  

22 see i t  d i r e c t 1  y ,  i t ' s  t h e  c l o s e s t  E l  s top t o  

23 S t .  F ranc is  Hosp i t a l  . And we have taken i t  

24 t h e r e  t h e  day my husband had c a t a r a c t  surgery 
2 1 
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1  and then we took  a  cab home. 

2  Fos te r  S t r e e t  shou ld  be mainta ined 

3 because Northwestern s tuden ts  - -  i f  y o u ' r e  go ing 

4  t o  Ke l logg ,  you g e t  o f f  a t  F o s t e r ;  i f  y o u ' r e  

5 go ing t o  Tech, you g e t  o f f  a t  Noyes. 

6  Oh, t h e y ' v e  g o t  t o  do something about 

7  t h e  s w i t c h i n g  a t  Howard. I cannot t e l l  you how 

8  f r u s t r a t i n g  i t  i s  t o  s tand t h e r e  and you see t h e  

9 Purp le  L i n e  o r  even t h e  Red L ine  and i t  takes  

10 f o r e v e r  t o  ge t  them around. That makes no sense 

11 t o m e .  

12 And f o r  me i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  make a  

13 d e c i s i o n  on any one o f  these because my number 

14 one p r i o r i t y  would be t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  and t h e  

15 t i m e  t o  ge t  t o  t h e  Loop. And i f  they do away 

16 w i t h  t h e  express b u t  i n  t h e  l a s t  one i t ' s  Red 

17 L i n e  a l l  t h e  way, t h e  more - -  t h e  t ime i s  t h e  

18 number one. Whichever des ign  i s  more e f f i c i e n t  

19 t o  ge t  people f rom Evanston i n t o  t h e  Loop. 

20 And on t h e  l a s t  one, w i t h  p u t t i n g  t h e  

21 t r a i n  underground, i t ' s  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  t o  make 

22 any k i n d  of d e c i s i o n  because i t ' s  no t  c l e a r .  

23 And t h e  man t h e r e  doesn ' t  know what would happen 

24 a f t e r  you ge t  t o  Belmont and t h a t  i s  a  b i g  
22 
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1  t h i n g .  

2  The o t h e r  t h i n g  i s  a l l  t h i s  new 

3  technology w i t h  t h e  bus t r a c k e r  and t h e  TV 

4 moni to rs  i n  t h e  s t a t i o n s  a r e  r i d i c u l o u s .  I t  

5 d o e s n ' t  g i v e  you - -  t h e  bus t r a c k e r  i s  ve ry  

6 i n e f f i c i e n t .  Use t h a t  money and a l l  t h i s  

7  e l e c t r o n i c  s t u f f  - -  pu t  i t  i n t o  t h e  t r a c k s .  

8  Because t h e  Red L i n e  runs n o t  o f t e n  enough bu t  

9 i f  y o u ' r e  on t h e  p l a t f o r m ,  what d i f f e r e n c e  does 

10 i t  make whether i t  comes i n  two minutes o r  

11 whether i t  comes i n  f o u r  minutes? You ' re  on t h e  

12 p la t f o rm ,  and y o u ' r e  no t  go ing  t o  make a  

13 d e c i s i o n  when you l eave  your  house because o f  

14 when you know t h e  t r a i n s  a r e .  

15 And t h e  buses, I do use - -  now I 

16 u s u a l l y  walk  i n s t e a d  o f  us i ng  t h e  buses, and I ' m  

17 no t  sure  t h a t  t h a t ' s  use fu l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  So I 

18 guess t h a t ' s  my t i m e .  

19 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

20 MS. HARRIMAN: My name i s  Ann Harr iman. 

2  1  I am concerned about t h e  c l osu re  o f  t h e  

22 J a r v i s  S t r e e t  s t a t i o n  because t h i s  area o f  

23 Roger 's  Park ,  J a r v i  s  Square, i s  a  v i t a l  economic 

24 engine.  Th i s  i s  a  r e l a t i v e 1  y  new and 
2  3  
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1 up-and-coming neighborhood by J a r v i s  and 

2 Greenview and as someone who works p a r t  t ime a t  

3 a gourmet wine and cheese shop on t h e  b l o c k ,  

4 t h i s  would g r e a t l y  a f f e c t  f o o t  t r a f f i c  and would 

5 a l s o  j u s t  i n  general  cause t h e  number o f  

6 customers t o  d e c l i n e .  

7 A l so ,  as a res iden t  o f  East Roger's 

8 Park ,  I would have t o  walk an a d d i t i o n a l  

9 probably s i x  b l ocks  t o  t h e  Lunt  s t a t i o n  t o  p i c k  

10 up t h e  E l .  And t h i s  would be an inconvenience 

11 t o  me. 

12 And, a l s o ,  East Roger 's  Park i s  a 

13 m u l t i  - e t h n i c ,  mu1 t i  -socioeconomic neighborhood. 

14 A l l  s o r t s  o f  people r i d e  t h e  E l  and use t h e  

15 J a r v i s  S t r e e t  s t a t i o n  and t h i s  would t r u l y  be an 

16 obs tac le  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  and economic v i t a l i t y  o f  

17 t h e  neighborhood. 

18 THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

19 MR. STERN: Jack S te rn .  

20 I ' m  mos t l y  here because I saw on the  

21 media t h a t  t h e  - -  my s top which I use i s  t he  

22 Foster  s top  i n  Evanston and I ' m  concerned about 

23 i t  be ing e l i m i n a t e d ,  no t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  - - my ease 

24 o f  convenience, which I cou ld  ge t  through by 
24 
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I 
1  go ing t o  another s top  p o s s i b l y ,  but  having used I I 

1 
2 t h i s  s top  f o r  t h e  l a s t  almost 11 years ,  I see a  1 

I 

3  g rea t  number o f  people t h a t  use t h a t  s top  t o  t h e  

4  p o i n t  where when I g e t  on a t  t h a t  s top  go ing 
I 
1 
I 

5  south i n t o  t h e  c i t y  i f  t h e r e  was a  northbound 

6  t r a i n  t h a t  i s  coming i n t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  I have t o  
I 
1 

7 w a i t  an amount o f  t ime  f o r  a l l  t h e  passengers t o  
i 
I 
I 

i 

8  come through t h e  t u r n s t i l e .  Because t h e r e ' s  so 
I 

9  many du r i ng  rush hour ,  I have t o  w a i t  u n t i l  they 

10 pass through t h e  t u r n s t i l e s  so t h a t  I can ge t  

11 through t h e  t u r n s t i l e  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  t r a i n .  

12 And I see t h a t  on a  cons i s ten t  b a s i s .  I have 

13 no t  seen a  decrease. I f  any th ing ,  I ' v e  seen an 

14 i nc rease .  

15 And t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  nurs ing  home c a l l e d  

16 t h e  Mather Home, which i s  s teps away from t h a t  

17 Foster  s top ,  and I know a  number o f  people t h a t  

18 use t h a t  - -  t h a t  work a t  t h e  Mather P a v i l i o n .  

19 The workers t h e r e  use t h a t  s top  and they  use i t  

20 a t  a l l  t imes o f  t h e  n i g h t  and I ' m  sure they  

21 wou ldn ' t  want t o  have t o  walk a  g rea t  d is tance  

22 i n  darkness o r  d u r i n g  w i n t e r  when us ing t h a t  

23 s top .  

2  4  So t h a t  i s  my main p o i n t  o f  concern. 
2  5  
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1 I t i s  a  busy s top ,  I ' m  g l a d  I have i t .  I wish 

2  t h e  c e i l i n g  d i d n ' t  l e a k w h e n  i t  r a i n s  b u t  g i ven  

3  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  I ' d  r a t h e r  have a  s top  t h a t  

4  l e a k s  than  no s top  a t  a l l .  I ' d  r a t h e r  have 

5 t r a c k s  t h a t  were r e p a i r e d  than  no s top  a t  a l l .  

6  So b a s i c a l l y  I ' m  happy w i t h  t h e  s top  and f e e l  

7  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  i t ' s  t h e r e .  

8  THE REPORTER: Please s t a t e  your name. 

9 MR. WIDEMAN: Kenneth Wideman. I d o n ' t  want 

10 t o  say much bu t  I j u s t  want t o  say t h a t  I would 

11 n o t  l i k e  t o  see t h e  E l  Purp le  L i n e  and t h e  stops 

12 on t h e  Pu rp le  L i n e  taken away from t h e  Evanston 

13 community. I want a l l  t h e  l i n e s  t o  s tay  i n  

14 Evanston s i nce  t h e y ' v e  been here.  I t h i n k  a  l o t  

15 o f  t h e  l i n e s  need r e p a i r .  You know, I t h i n k  

16 they  need t o  improve a l l  t h e  s tops i n  Evanston. 

17 T h a t ' s  i t .  

18 (Which were a l l  t h e  proceedings 

19 had i n  t h e  a b o v e - e n t i t l e d  cause 

20 t h i s  da te  and t i m e . )  

21 

22 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

) SS: 

COUNTY OF C 0 0 K 1 

I, Kimber ley M .  T i t s w o r t h ,  be ing f i r s t  

d u l y  sworn, on oath  says t h a t  she i s  a c o u r t  

r e p o r t e r  do ing business i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  Chicago; 

and t h a t  she repo r ted  i n  shorthand the  

proceedings o f  s a i d  p u b l i c  meet ing,  and t h a t  t h e  

fo rego ing  i s  a t r u e  and c o r r e c t  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  

her shorthand notes so taken  as a fo resa id ,  and 

con ta ins  t h e  proceedings g i ven  a t  s a i d  p u b l i c  

meeting . 
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