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CTA Blue Line Forest Park Branch 
Feasibility/Vision Study 
 

Recommendations 
Carole Morey, CTA Chief Planning Officer 
Presenting in coordination with IDOT 
I-290 CAG Meeting July 30, 2014 
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Purpose & Study Process 
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Study Area 
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Summary of Existing Conditions Assessment 

Minimal upgrades have been completed as needed 
•  Special Trackwork: crossovers & switches recently upgraded (except Lathrop)  

•  Signals: recently upgraded 

Remaining elements beyond useful life and severely worn 
•  Track: contaminated ballast, deteriorated ties, poor drainage, worn rail 

•  Stations: over 50 years old, only 4 of 12 are accessible, narrow platforms 

•  Structures: approaching end of useful life 

•  Traction Power: substation, cabling, third rail, etc require upgrading 

•  Communications System: warrants technical improvements 

•  Maintenance Shop: approaching end of useful life; inadequate track 

configuration and capacity 
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Overall Recommendations 

Complete reconstruction/modernization for the Forest Park branch 

•  Maintain existing entrance locations 

•  Improve customer experience 

•  Improve infrastructure 

•  Improve terminal site 

Maintain existing service  

Work with IDOT on corridor improvements 
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Maintain Existing Entrance Locations 
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Improve Customer Experience: Conceptual Rendering 
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Improve Customer Experience: Conceptual Rendering 
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Improve Terminal Site 
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Forest Park Terminal Station – Conceptual Rendering 
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Maintain Existing Service 
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Intermodal Coordination 
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Summary of Overall Recommendations 
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Next Steps 


